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NEXT MONTH we will face yet another
austerity budget, which will be a
continuation of the current strategy of
making the people pay for the crisis and
the odious debt.

Tens of thousands of families have had to
find the money to buy school uniforms, school
books, school “donations,” and sports gear.
Many will have gone to moneylenders, squeezed
a few quid more out of the credit union or raided
their dwindling savings to buy what is required
to keep their children in school.

Families that have children either starting in
or returning to third level also face mounting
bills, with increased fees and cuts in grants.

The government is proclaiming that its
policies are working, as the number on the live
register of unemployed has dropped to 13½ per
cent, or 435,280. But the real reason for the
drop in numbers is spiralling emigration, with
one person leaving the country every six
minutes, together with the limited period for
which people are able to sign on, and of course
the doctoring of the figures.

People wait in trepidation to see what is
coming next and what this budget has in store
for them. The government has geared up for a
long, slow series of cuts, restrictions, and
changes in eligibility, which are having a
cumulative effect. More drugs will be
unavailable on the medical card. It is a
spreading of poverty by a thousand cuts.

It is the job of the left and the trade union
movement to assist and give leadership in
breaking free of the grip of fear and the feeling
of hopelessness that permeates people’s lives.

The trade union movement must break free
of the stifling grip of the Labour Party. If it does
not it will become increasingly marginalised.
The recent shambolic event in O’Connell Street,
Dublin, to commemorate the 1913 Lock-out
spoke volumes about how marginal it has
already become. The ICTU predicted that
80,000 people would attend; a little over 3,000
turned up, while the majority of Dubliners
walked past, ignoring the assembled dignitaries
of the Labour Party in their exclusive VIP
section. The egalitarianism of Connolly and
Larkin was abandoned by the ICTU in order to
rub shoulders with government ministers and
their hangers-on.

No—Irish workers now need to rebuild a
united, coherent, fighting trade union
movement. The sectionalism being fostered is
the road to nowhere. Just as Connolly and
Larkin forged a “new trade unionism” from 1907
to 1913, it now falls to this generation to do the
same.

The internal troika of the establishment
parties—regardless of which particular
combination makes up the government—will
continue their policies of permanent austerity,
unless we stand together and build together.
[EMC]

“I am strongly in favour of using
poisoned gas against uncivilised
tribes . . . The objections of the India
Office to the use of gas against
natives are unreasonable.”—Winston
Churchill, secret memorandum for
British government, 1916.

“If you got home only once with the
gas you would find no more Bolshies
this side of Vologda.”—Keith Price
(head of chemical weapons
production), on the British army’s use
of poison gas in its invasion of Soviet
Russia, August 1919.
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I
RISH YOUTH is a section of the Irish people
often forgotten about in relation to the class
war. In discussions about the vicious attacks
on the working class unleashed by

capitalism, the questions of education and youth
unemployment are rarely mentioned.

The attacks on working-class youth are
designed to break down and shape the next
generation into the mould allotted to it by
capitalism. Their aim is to leave a pliable
resource: a people beaten and without hope
except for the few crumbs and occasional
charity.

For most young people, the first taste of
inequality begins with education. At first it’s the
small things: the quality of a pencil case, the cut
of a school uniform . . . and then a sharper
learning curve to the realisation that inequality
is more rife and can be for life.

Continued access to secondary education has
become more difficult. Before free second-level
education, the old county council scholarships
afforded access to secondary school for those few
who were successful in the scholarship exam.
Affording access was one thing, but the cost of
keeping a youngster at school was another. It
was little wonder that a high proportion of
scholarships went to the children of farmers and
shopkeepers.

With the advent of Donogh O’Malley’s free
secondary education, access became easier, but
old problems remained. The aspirant
bourgeoisie continued to flourish at private and
boarding schools, such as Rockwell, Blackrock,
Clongowes Wood, Belvedere, and Gonzaga. The
granting of a few charitable bursaries to bright
children is designed to provide a façade of
benevolence; it also ignores the fact that these
schools are heavily subsidised by the state, to the
detriment of its school system. It continues to
this day.

Private colleges churn out grinds for Leaving
Cert and university students whose parents have
the dosh. As one contributor to a recent blog
wrote, “there is no middle-class child so stupid
that sufficient funds will not get them through a
business or media studies degree.”

The inequality does not extend only to access
and achievement. One of the virtues most valued
lies in the field of contacts, especially for the
future. To hear Clongowes old boys reminiscence
about old chums is like stepping into the pages
of a bad Whig or Tory novel of the nineteenth
century. Even one-time aspiring socialists have
been known to wipe a tear away from their half-
pints as they relive their glory days behind the
wicket.

But working-class youth have no such
contacts. Indeed many come from families that
already experience hardship, and their children’s
plight adds complexity and despair to such a
state of affairs. Having had their quota of
education, the young person then has to find
work. And work for young people is difficult to
find.

On the jobs front, Ireland continues to have
the second-worst long-term unemployment

record in the European Union. New figures from
the EU statistics agency, Eurostat, show that the
rate of long-term unemployment in Ireland in
2012 was 62 per cent, compared with the EU
average of 45 per cent. Only Slovakia, with a
figure of 67 per cent, is worse.

Alicia O’Rourke of the EU said that youth
unemployment in Ireland continues to be a
problem. “The unemployment rates in the EU 27
average at 44.6%, that’s for the year 2012. In
Ireland the figure is 61.7%. Then we look at the
people involved in this unemployment, we see
that across the EU 27, the average of 15 to 24
year olds is 22.9%, whereas in Ireland it is
30.4%.”

In a study published in 2011, Youth
Unemployment in Ireland: The Forgotten
Generation,
• all respondents agreed that the prospect of
securing rewarding employment in Ireland is not
very good;
• 70 per cent agreed that it’s likely that they will
emigrate in the next twelve months;
• 90 per cent agreed that being unemployed has
a negative effect “on my sense of well-being”;
• only 32 per cent awarded a mid-point
satisfaction to their meeting with the
Department of Social Welfare;
• half the respondents rated the quality of the
information or support provided with a job
facilitator at Social Welfare as unsatisfactory to
poor.

The number of people emigrating continued
to rise last year, as 89,000 people left the 26

Counties—an increase of 2¼ per cent on the
previous twelve months.
• Almost one in four emigrants moved to Britain,
while 17 per cent went to Australia.
• Though the majority of emigrants were in the
15–24 and 25–44 age groups, the number of
children under the age of 14 who moved abroad
increased significantly, from 4,900 to 6,800.
• While the coalition crows about the
unemployment total being down by 22,000 in
the last year, little mention is made of the fact
that the number of those who had emigrated was
89,000.

And without decent education and skills,
emigrant youth face a challenging time as they
are forced to compete on the low-wage front.

The future for working-class youth looks
bleak. Granted there are no more collieries to
mine or chimneys to be swept, but the reservoir
of cheap labour is still needed—if only to keep
those in work quiet and obedient.

On the ground, working-class youth find little
hope, only growing poverty, emigration, and the
destruction of their communities by mass
unemployment, drugs, and criminality. Instead
of careers they face countless training courses,
learning to search for jobs that don’t exist.

“Internships” are of little use, as they amount
to little more than unpaid labour or slaves for
employers. While interns work for nothing they
impoverish their parents, who have to subside
their children in the hope that “something might
come of it.” The interns, as they impoverish
themselves, in turn put pressure on their fellow-
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workers, who fear the loss of their jobs and their
replacement by the “slaves.” The result is a work
force caught in the race to the bottom and wary
of launching any challenge to capitalism and its
structures.

Capitalism is attempting to make permanent
full-time work a thing of the past, to be replaced
with a precarious, “flexible” work force, with the
working week whatever the employers need it to
be. And youth is used, along with other sections
of labour, to further this process.

Successive governments, in thrall to their
imperialist masters, have nothing to offer by way
of alternatives. It is Thatcher’s mantra of TINA
(“There is no alternative”), now aped by
Gilmore, Rabbitte, and Howlin.

The CPI recognises that general youth
unemployment, like the attack on universal
education, is not a glitch in the system. Both are
caused by capitalism, which subjects all aspects
of life to the generating of profits for the rich.

The ruling class uses the critical situation
facing young people for an assault against the
wages and benefits of older workers. Crucially, it
is used to impoverish the population as a whole.

The real solution to all this exploitation and
destruction of hope lies in resistance by the mass
of the Irish working class, under principled
communist leadership. This takes power from
the hands of opportunists and class
collaborators and places it in the hands of the
working class and its allies.

Organise, educate, agitate!  
[MA]

THE COMMITMENT of neo-liberal
governments to environmental protection
hinges, in the end, on the economic interests
of forces whose interest in such protection is
nil, based as it is on the effect of its costs on
capitalist profit margins. So, when the
availability of energy from renewable sources
begins to bite into the profit margin of major
oil and natural gas suppliers, the latter are
not slow to demand that governments take
measures to ensure that their margins are
protected.

Take the case of Spain. Solar power is now
seen as a threat to both the energy industry
and the Spanish economy. So citizens with
sun panels on their rooftops are now being
targeted by the Spanish authorities as anti-
social freeloaders. They are being threatened
with draconian taxes to dissuade them from
generating power from a renewable resource:
the Sun.

Never mind that the neo-liberal Rajoy
government’s crackdown is contrary to an EU
directive, passed last October, which compels
member-states to employ innovative
technologies in order to reduce energy
consumption by 20 per cent by 2020!

Solar power is a logical energy option for
Spain. Returns from tourism and agriculture
may fluctuate, but the sun always shines.
Some southern parts of the country have
almost 3,000 hours of sunlight per year. So,
in the late 2000s, when Chinese production
came on line and the price of solar panels
fell, the Spanish government was active in
encouraging people to install panels in
houses and businesses. It increased the
price it paid to users of solar power for
selling excess power back to the national
grid. The price paid was increased to €444
per megawatt-hour, as compared with the
€39 per megawatt-hour paid for electricity
generated from conventional sources, such
as coal and natural gas.

This plan attracted a 500 per cent
increase in solar photovoltaic (PV)
installations in the first year of the policy.
Now, six years later, Spain has a PV capacity
60 per cent more than the oil barons would
like, and their displeasure has been made
known to the government. The latter, to add
to its woes, has an enormous hole in its
finances, created by the uncontrolled
subsidies it paid out as the costs of PV
plummeted and installation and solar
generation rocketed upwards. Along with
subsidies it paid out to other renewables
besides PV, the Spanish government is now
left with €26 billion in deficits created by its
energy policies since 2007.

Mariano Rajoy’s government ended these

subsidies last year and began cutting
assistance to renewable projects generally.
The fall-out from these measures could leave
the industry with a €20 billion hole in its
pocket as the government attempts to stop
renewables’ runaway growth.

As part of the restrictions designed to
throttle further excess capacity and financial
deficits, consumers generating solar power
from their own installations are to pay 27 per
cent more for power from the national grid
than non-renewables. The government also
intends to levy a fine of between €6 and €30
million on any person caught generating their
own solar power on panels not connected to
the grid. Home solar generation that isn’t
hooked up to the power networks and
doesn’t pay the higher rates will be subject to
this laughably draconian fine. Unmetered
back-yard solar generation is now considered
thievery under the new measures.

Returns from tourism
and agriculture may
fluctuate, but the sun
always shines

Opinion is divided about whether the
massive fines prescribed in the most recent
law will be enforced, as they were created
with industrial-scale producers in mind, not
individuals. PV users have two months to
comply with the new regulations.

Responses to these outrageous measures
are varied. Some citizens rip panels off their
rooftops rather than complying; some just
ignore the law; others have turned to
theatrical-type protest. Still others have
shifted their panels to the remote
countryside, far enough from main power
lines to be exempt from the tax.

A group that includes unions, utilities,
political parties and industry groups
submitted a complaint against the
government to the EU Parliament in the
summer, citing the retroactive nature of
some of the cuts and penalties as a clear
violation of EU rules. Meanwhile Rajoy has
managed to alienate everyone, from rank-
and-file voters to banks and utilities. An
estimated fifty thousand jobs in renewable
energy have already been lost.

Is the Spanish case a forerunner of what
could become the norm all over Europe,
when energy from renewable sources
threatens to reduce the profits of the sellers
of energy from non-renewable sources?
[TMS]

Spain taxes the sun!

  
   



L
ittle good can be aid about the
institution that is Seanad
Éireann as it stands at the
moment. Clearly drawing on

the then prevailing corporatist models
for inspiration, Éamon de Valera
created an ineffective and
undemocratic second chamber in
1937 that reflected the ethos of a
man who believed he had only to
consult his inner self in order to
determine the needs of the Irish
people.

Nor did the Seanad improve significantly
in the intervening years. Its sixty members
are elected by a system that makes
eighteenth-century British elections look
rather progressive. Eleven senators are
nominated by the Taoiseach of the day, six
are elected by those deemed the intellectual
elite, and the remaining forty-three by a
restricted electorate of approximately a
thousand persons, composed of sitting TDs,
outgoing senators, and city and county
councillors.

Not surprisingly, the Seanad is a tame and
toothless body with a remit that seems
hardly to extend beyond offering a temporary
transit station for politicians aspiring to
higher office, or a care home for
unemployed former Dáil deputies.

In the light of such an assessment it
would appear that only those entirely
indifferent to the well-being of the country,
or those hopelessly enmeshed in the culture
of political back-scratching—or, worse, those
bought off by the prospect of a tasty little
sinecure—would object to the abolition of
such an affront to the basic principles of
representative and accountable democracy.
Might we not, therefore, if only just this
once, swallow our distaste for the Blueshirts
and support Enda Kenny’s call for a Yes vote
in the Seanad referendum, which will take
place on Friday 4 October?

Well, no, we should not endorse Kenny’s
plan—and not because of an
understandable desire to discomfort Fine
Gael. We should instead refuse to do so,
because this referendum is part of a wider
drive designed to erode democratic
accountability in the Republic while
simultaneously strengthening the hand of its
ruling elite.

Bear in mind that the present government
not only intends to abolish the Seanad but
also hopes to reduce the number of TDs
(from 166 to 158, with three fewer
constituencies than now) and to do away
with all sixty-seven existing town councils.

All this, mind you, is happening at a time
when the government is unable to perform
many of the crucial tasks required of a
sovereign state and its people. The
government’s inadequacies are particularly
disturbing in the important areas of fiscal
policy, foreign relations, and levelling of

taxation.
Look first at how financial matters are

handled. Before the contents of a draft
budget are revealed in the Dáil, the coalition
government timidly submits its proposals to
Germany’s Bundestag and the Troika for
neo-liberal approval. Think then of
“extraordinary rendition” victims passing
through Shannon Airport, or how super-rich
transnational corporations are laundering
vast sums of money through Dublin, and you
get an idea of how far short the Oireachtas
falls in making itself accountable to the Irish
people.

It would, of course, be a mistake to call
for a No vote in October without making
clear the reasons for doing so. The Seanad
is unquestionably a “rotten borough,”
undeserving of preservation as at present
constructed; but that is not the same as
saying that a second chamber (or bicameral
system) is not necessary, or that it is
impossible to create a functional alternative
to what now exists.

At a time when vital decisions about the
population’s welfare are being taken out of
its hands, Ireland’s people—especially
working people—need more rather than
fewer opportunities to make their voices
heard.

A progressively reformed second chamber
operating within a few straightforward rules
would offer the possibility of one such outlet.
Opting for universal suffrage and a German-
style list system* (with a realistic 5 per cent
threshold for selecting members), for
example, would allow for the election of a
broader range of interests. This could also
create a very different make-up in the

chamber and potentially help alter the
political landscape beyond its walls.

Should the result go against them in
October—and that’s looking like a real
possibility—there will be no rush by the
coalition to rerun the issue, as happened
when previous referendum proposals were
defeated. If the electorate returns a No vote
in this referendum, this government will
most probably attempt to blur the outcome
and do its best to have the matter quietly
dropped, hoping that the issue will fade
conveniently from sight and memory.

Kenny and Gilmore should not be allowed
such grace. A referendum reversal would
cause the partners real difficulty, especially if
they were put under pressure to justify a
refusal to act in any substantial way on the
Seanad. The Taoiseach and his government,
including the hapless Labour Party, have
already undermined the institution by
launching this initiative to have it abolished
while publicly deeming the second chamber
expensive, unnecessary, and surplus to
requirements.

Launching a call for increased democratic
accountability in the aftermath of a failed
attempt by the coalition to concentrate
power in the hands of an ever-decreasing
minority would surely gain traction,
especially if a demand to retain town
councils were included in a wider
programme for change. Town councils are
far from perfect, having limited influence and
little power; they are, nevertheless, a vehicle
giving small local communities an
opportunity to air their grievances and to
communicate needs and ideas to a wider
audience. Being immediately accessible to

page 4 SOCIALIST VOICE

How we govern ourselves r  
than how we are governed

Ireland



SOCIALIST VOICE page 5

finance

Credit Union workers silenced
by a gagging order

the local electorate, town councillors often
reflect a community’s needs more accurately
than Dáil deputies, and are more likely to be
critical of central government than tightly
whipped TDs. They are, in short, a potential
ground for cultivating opposition to the ruling
elite and should be valued rather than
discarded.

Finally, we should not overlook the value
of a properly conducted campaign
demanding meaningful parliamentary reform.
Raising the fundamental question of how we
govern ourselves, rather than how we are
governed (and there is a difference), would
inevitably invite queries over the nature of
the state itself, how it functions, and in
whose interest. Without losing sight of the
fundamental limitations inherent in the
existing parliamentary system, there remains
a need for working people “to win the battle
of democracy” in order to progress towards
a democracy free from human exploitation.

As an important step along that road we
should campaign for a No vote in the
October referendum but should do so with a
clearly enunciated rationale.

[TMK]

*The list system is a method of voting for
several electoral candidates. It is used in
electing the parliaments of many western
European countries, including Switzerland,
Italy, the Benelux countries, and Germany.
Electors vote for one of several lists of
candidates, usually prepared by the political
parties. Each party is granted seats in
proportion to the number of popular votes it
receives.

A MASSIVE turn-out of more than nine
hundred angry people at a meeting at the
Ryston Sports Centre in Droichead Nua
(Newbridge), Co. Kildare, in August heard a
spokesperson for the newly formed Credit
Union Action Group state that they are
“prepared to fight for the future of the
struggling institution, and the other serious
question of the staff jobs.”

Sunday newspaper reports added fuel to
the fire by quoting a statement from the
Central Bank of Ireland that Naas Credit
Union had submitted a proposal to the
Central Bank last April for combining
Newbridge Credit Union with that of Naas. It
is also clear that members of both credit
unions will have no say in the proposed
merger, as this power is now vested, in the
case of Naas, in the directors.

In Newbridge, power has ended up being
vested in the hands of the special manager,
Luke Charlton of Ernst and Young (auditors
to Anglo-Irish Bank in the good old days),
who will vote on behalf of the Newbridge
directors.

In addition, since 11 January 2012 the

staff of Newbridge Credit Union have been
silenced by a gagging order, which threatens
them with a personal fine of €100,000 or
three years in prison if they breathe a word
of what is going on in the credit union.

The right to defend themselves was
removed by a judicial decree, and the
workers have been subjected to unrelenting
negative coverage by the media. Journalists
seem happy to print information supplied by
the Central Bank and the Regulator’s office
without verifying it for themselves.

The Central Bank has ridden roughshod
over democratic rights while all the time
proclaiming that it is protecting savings. The
simple truth is that they want to control
savings or, if possible, to get them out of the
credit union and into the banks. If the credit
union disappears, working-class people will
be left to the tender mercies of the banks!

With a cost of €2 million, the question to
be asked is, How can a credit union that is
supposed to be in trouble afford to pay the
exorbitant fees charged by Charlton of €423
an hour, yet the credit union is not allowed
to pay dividends to loyal members?  [MH]

    rather 
    d
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AT THE TIME of writing, the United
States is preparing an attack upon
the sovereign state of Syria. The
same people who told us there was
evidence of “weapons of mass
destruction” in Iraq are claiming they
have evidence that the Syrian regime
used chemical weapons against
civilians. 

The United States and its allies now say
they want to intervene in Syria for
“humanitarian” reasons.

However, this imperialist intervention in
Syria has been planned for more than a
decade. In 2002 the Bush government
outlined all the countries where they
planned “regime change” in what was
comically titled the “Axis of Evil.” These
included Iraq, Iran, Libya, Cuba, North
Korea, and Syria. These were all relatively
weak countries but refused to bow the knee
to imperialism and were therefore all
targeted for destruction.

Since then, both Iraq and Libya have been
brutally attacked, their countries destroyed
and plunged into a state of chaos and
murder.

In early 2011 there was great discontent
within Syria. The neo-liberal reforms
introduced by the Assad regime in the
2000s led to the loss of hundreds of
thousands of jobs for the Syrian working
class as cheap imports flooded in from
Turkey. Many rural people lived in great
poverty, and their livelihood was threatened
by grave water shortages. Young people were
frustrated by a lack of civil liberties, and they
hated the brutal secret police. This led to
the outbreak of large protest movements
throughout Syria as the people, inspired by
the “Arab Spring,” demanded reform.

The imperialists, however, and their
theocratic allies of Saudi Arabia and Qatar
saw this as their opportunity to strike.
Weapons, money and provocateurs poured
into Syria from the Gulf sates and began to
hijack the legitimate protest movements.
The Saudis and Qataris were quick to exploit
the religious beliefs of the poor and to whip
up sectarian hatred against Shi‘a Muslims
and Christians. Foreign fighters arrived from
all over the Muslim world to wage jihad
against the Shi‘a “heretics.” The protests
were replaced by an armed revolt.

The fact that the toxic dictatorship of
Saudi Arabia is supporting the “pro-
democracy” rebels should give an idea of its
real objectives. The NATO countries were
also quick to control a section of the
rebellion that they could manipulate for their
own interests. This became known as the
“Free Syrian Army,” and the United States,
Britain and France began to give it political
support and funds. As the conflict escalated,
so did the brutality on both sides. More than
100,000 Syrians have died in the war, and
millions more have been displaced or forced
to become refugees.

The destruction of the Syrian state and its
replacement with an Islamist anarchy will
only benefit the interests of imperialism and
allow the United States and its allies to
increase their stranglehold over this energy-
rich region. It will be ordinary Syrians who
suffer the most. Many of the people who
originally protested against Assad are now
supporting the regime, on the grounds that it
is the lesser of two evils. Genuine leftists
within Syria have put aside their struggle
against the government for the time being
so as to defend their people against the
Islamist insurgency and the imperialists.

Syria had previously been a strong,
secular state, based on the principles of
Arab nationalism. It was a thorn in the side
of Israel and of US interests in the Middle
East. The Syrian army fought with distinction
in the Arab-Israeli War of 1973; it also
helped resistance movements such as
Hezbollah in Lebanon. The destruction of the
Syrian state will leave Shi‘a Muslims and
Christians at the mercy of sectarian gangs
financed by the brutal Saudi dictatorship. It
also means that the way would be paved for
an attack upon Shi‘a Muslims in Lebanon
and their Hezbollah movement (another
thorn in Israel’s side). If Syria and Hezbollah
are destroyed, the imperialists will begin
their long-planned assault upon Iran.

Anti-imperialists in Ireland are already
mobilising to try to stop the attack on Syria.

40 years later,
the same beast
The 11th of September 2013 is the
fortieth anniversary of the coup d’état
in Chile that overthrew the Popular
Unity government led by President
Salvador Allende.
The Communist Party of Ireland will be
marking this anniversary with a picket at the
US embassy on that day, from 6 to 8 p.m.,
as this coup—like so many others—was
planned and organised by agents of the
United States.

By electing President Allende in 1970 the
Chilean people had “crossed a red line.” As
Henry Kissinger, Secretary of State under

Richard Nixon, explained it, “I don’t see why
we need to stand by and watch a country go
communist due to the irresponsibility of its
people. The issues are much too important
for the Chilean voters to be left to decide for
themselves.” (Three months later Kissinger
was awarded the Nobel Prize for Peace.)

The United States, in alliance with the
Chilean right wing, set about organising a
campaign of political destabilisation and
economic sabotage, culminating in the coup
d’état on 11 September, which installed the
fascist dictatorship of Augusto Pinochet and
unleashed a seventeen-year reign of terror
against the people.

Pinochet served American interests well,
allowing a free rein to its transnational
corporations and turning Chile into an
economic laboratory for the neo-liberal
policies of the “Chicago school.”

The attitude, the policies and the practice
of the United States have not changed. The
preparation of the coup in Venezuela in
2002 followed the same pattern, though
this time it was defeated. The plan was
repeated again in Haïti in 2004; this time
the United States intervened directly and
kidnapped the president to complete the
job.

The present US government, in its drive
for domination in the Middle East, has allied
itself with the mediaeval kingdoms and
emirates of the Arabian peninsula and the
very Islamist terrorists of al-Qa‘ida against
whom it has proclaimed its “war on terror.”
With its allies it deliberately created a war in
Syria, and now that its proxies are not
winning it is preparing a direct military
intervention.

Forty years later, the same beast. [SE]

Destroying Syria: part of imperialism’s s

Al Nusrah Front, an al Qaeda-linked jihadist g      
released pictures of the execution of Syrian     



In Britain the anti-war movement helped to
torpedo British plans to attack Syria. The
British people are already deeply ashamed
by what their country did in Iraq and are
determined to stop the same thing
happening in Syria.

The “Socialist” government in France has
proved it is a safe pair of hands for
imperialism as Hollande ignores the wishes
of the people in order to prop up another
American war in the Middle East.

In the United States, Obama and the
demented warmonger John McCain have
joined hands to tell the people that “this
time it will be different.” However, many
ordinary Americans are not prepared to be
fooled, and opinion polls show that only a
small minority support the planned
imperialist assault. [BG]
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Pension benefits wiped
The market crisis, and the

subservience of our leaders to its
demands, regardless of the

consequences, will crucially affect
workers and their dependants for
decades to come.

In this article I set out how the pension
benefits of workers are being wiped away
without a thought for the consequences, focusing
mainly on the ESB defined-benefit pension
scheme. In a follow-up article I will outline the
political, industrial and legal approach of these
workers to defending themselves in this, the
biggest crisis any of them will face, in terms of
an attack on their core terms and conditions, in
their working lives.

First, some perspective. There are seven main
semi-state companies facing large pension
deficits in their defined-benefit pension
schemes, now regulated through the statutory
minimum funding standard (MFS). These
companies are the ESB, CIE, Aer Lingus/DAA,
Coillte, Bord na Móna, An Post, and the Irish
Aviation Authority. The total deficit of these
companies is almost €3,500 million, or 3½
billion, if you prefer shorthand for mind-
boggling amounts of money. Of this figure, the
ESB scheme accounts for almost half the total,
with a €1.6 billion deficit.

The ESB scheme, though, is a statutory
scheme, enacted in 1942 at the instigation of
Seán Lemass, then minister for industry and
commerce. The scheme initially provided for
separate schemes for the “executive” and a
lesser, contributory scheme for the “manual
workers,” who, it was originally proposed, would
have to sign a no-strike clause to be allowed join
the scheme. That proposal was jettisoned, and
the scheme evolved into a single scheme, with
one-eightieth of salary for each year of service,
up to a maximum of forty-eightieths, i.e. half, of
salary on retirement.

Staff members pay in significant
contributions, and at present 8½ per cent of
their pensionable salary goes into the scheme. A
key tenet of the scheme, not widely known, is
that the ESB has, for decades now, paid a
radically reduced rate of employer’s PRSI, the
vast majority of whom joined the scheme before
1995. This means that those staff members have
no basic state pension at all, and the ESB gets
major profit and dividend-boosting tax benefits
in lieu of taking on this element of pension
liability for fund members.

Of course on a number of occasions the
actuary has reported a deficit in the scheme to
the trustees. This requires, as a matter of statute,
negotiations to address the deficit. On each
occasion that this has happened the ESB has
contributed significant additional contributions,
either as continuing payments or as lump sums,
to close the gap. Staff members have also
contributed with additional contributions or

other changes to the scheme.
The process of workers and management

jointly contributing to solving such problems is a
tried and tested precedent with a statutory basis.
The last of these agreements was as recent as
2010, when a deficit of €1,957 million, the
biggest in Irish pension history, was eradicated
by changes to the scheme and a €591 million
capital injection from the ESB. The agreement
explicitly confirmed that the scheme remained a
defined-benefit one.

Within months, however, something
remarkable happened. From 2011 the ESB
unilaterally began describing the scheme in its
annual report as a defined-contribution scheme,
and added follow-up statements that it would
not provide more funding for the scheme in any
circumstances whatsoever, i.e. including in a
future deficit situation.

This astonished the ESB unions, as it created
a fiction whereby the ESB could simply drop
pension liabilities off its balance sheet and then
borrow more than €2 billion on the bond
markets at consequently reduced interest rates.

The unions, having issued warnings that were
bluntly ignored, waited for the fiction to be
exposed by a funding crisis.

ESB employees will get
only 3 per cent of their
pension benefit if the
scheme is wound up 

It didn’t take long. When Joan Burton
enacted legislation in 2012 giving the Pension
Regulator power to wind up schemes facing
major deficits without funding to address those
deficits, the fact that this scheme has a €1.6
billion MFS deficit became a massive problem.
As if that wasn’t enough, Burton’s government
colleagues (who sign off on the ESB accounts!)
are simultaneously demanding a massive €600
million plus in dividends from the ESB in
2013/14—this from a company with a crater-
sized pension hole that the government, through
inappropriate regulation, signing off on the
accountancy fiction and asset-stripping, has
contributed significantly to.

As a result of all this, ESB employees will get
only 3 per cent of their pension benefit if the
scheme is wound up by the Regulator, and most
have no state pension benefit. Meanwhile the
company is making record profits, based on tax
breaks and accountancy fiction, while the owner
takes record amounts of these profits, leaving
the staff high and dry.
■ In next month’s issue I will outline what

ESB staff and their representative organisations
are doing to defend themselves against this
attack on their bought-and-paid-for pension
benefits.  [Brendan Ogle]

     strategy

      dist group fighting the Syrian regime, has
      rian soldiers reportedly captured in Aleppo.
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AT THE END of
August, Billy Ennis, a
long-standing
member of the CPI,
died after a long
battle with cancer.

Billy was what one
could call a
quintessential
working-class Dub,
born in the north

inner city, in a tenement in Benburb Street,
in 1939, a place racked with poverty—born
into a family that experienced the hardship
endured by many working-class families.

Billy worked in Guinness’s brewery and
then on the docks, where he was an active
shop steward in the Irish Transport and
General Workers’ Union, winning and
defending improved pay and conditions for
dock workers in his section.

Billy was a unique individual in many
ways. Most striking of all, he was a self-
taught artist. He completed a series of
paintings depicting life in Ballymun, where
he lived for a time. He also painted scenes
from his beloved city of Dublin, scenes
depicting the life of its people, from Moore
Street fruit-sellers to dock workers. His pen
sketches of such people as Connolly, Larkin
and Peadar O’Donnell showed great
craftsmanship.

Billy was truly a
working-class
socialist: a real
working-class hero

Billy was not only a painter but was also a
lover of literature and of films. He

had an incredible knowledge of films: who
made them, who acted in them, the politics
of the directors, producers, actors. He
understood the politics of the cinema, its
great potential to be an educator of the
masses, to be a light for opening people’s
minds to the possibility of a better world, a
world without exploitation and abuse, which
led him to become one of the founders
ofthe Progressive Film Club.

He understood how the forces of
imperialism have used and continue to use

films as a means of distorting reality, to sow
confusion, apathy, and fear. He understood
that films were one of the main weapons
used in the Cold War against the Soviet
Union, against the communist “bogeyman”
and all the left.

He never wavered in his belief in the
cause of socialism, even when the Red Flag
was taken down over Moscow. He remained
a loyal friend of revolutionary Cuba to his
last days.

Billy was truly a working-class socialist: a
real working-class hero. His politics were
born out of his own experience and that of
the working people of this city that he loved
and the history of our people. He always
strove to follow in the footsteps of his great
hero, James Connolly.

Though Billy has left our ranks, he has
left his mark on us all. He will be
remembered for his comradeship, for his
ideas about art and politics, his love of
place, and his skill as an artist, for his
passion and his complete opposition to the
system that oppresses and wreaks havoc on
the lives of billions of poor and working
people around the globe.

The Communist Party of Ireland extends
its deepest sympathy to the family and
friends of Billy Ennis. To his sisters—June,
Babs, and Noeleen—and to the rest of
Billy’s extended family we offer our sincere
condolences. 

[EMC]

EVENTS

Friday–Sunday 13–15 September
Desmond Greaves Summer School
Pearse Centre 
27 Pearse Street, Dublin 2

Aoine–Domhnach 13–15 Meán Fómhair
Scoil Samhraidh Desmond Greaves
Lárionad an Phiarsaigh
27 Sráid an Phiarsaigh Baile Átha Cliath 2

Wednesday 11 September, 6–8 p.m. 
Picket on US embassy
40th anniversary of the fascist coup in Chile:
Made in the USA 

As the dogs of war gather and Western
forces once again attempt to impose their
will on the peoples of the Middle East, a
timely reminder that American presidents
come and go, the faces change and even
the colour, but the policies remain the same.
If the United States attacks Syria we will turn
it into an anti-war demonstration. 
Organised by the Communist Party of Ireland
All welcome 

Céadaoin 11 Meán Fómhair, 6–8 i.n. 
Picéad ar ambasáid na Stát Aontaithe
40ú bliain ón gcoup faisisteach i Chile:
Déanta i Stáit Aontaithe Meiriceá

Agus na madraí cogaidh ag teacht le chéile
agus fórsaí an Iarthair ag iarraidh athuair a
dtoil a bhrú ar phobail an Mheán-Oirthir,
cuimhneachán tráthúil go dtagann agus go
n-imíonn uachtaráin Mheiriceá, malairt
aghaidhe agus fiú malairt datha acu, ach
maireann na beartais mar atá. 
Má dhéanann na Stáit Aontaithe ionsaí ar
an tSiria déanfaimid léirsiú frithchogaidh as. 
Á eagrú ag Páirtí Cumannach na hÉireann
Fáilte roimh chách

Thursday 12 September, 6 p.m. 
Vigil to commemorate the fifteenth
anniversary of the illegal imprisonment of
the five Cuban patriots in the United States
The Spire (O’Connell Street) 
Organised by the Free the Cuban Five
Campaign 

Déardaoin 12 Meán Fómhair, 6 i.n. 
Faire mar chomóradh ar chúig bliana déag
de phríosúnacht mídhleathach an chúigear
tírghráthóirí Chúbacha sna Stáit Aontaithe
� An Spuaic (Sráid Uí Chonaill) 
Á eagrú ag an bhFeachtas um Shaoradh
Chúigear Chúba 

Billy Ennis 1939—2013
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Communist Party of Ireland   Páirtí Cumannach na hÉireann

At its meeting on Saturday 24 August
the National Executive Committee of
the Communist Party of Ireland
evaluated the continuing economic
crisis and its effect on working
people, north and south.

Despite much talk by the Irish government
and the establishment media about
“recovery,” projecting rising property prices
as the first “green shoots of recovery,” the
small growth in house prices is more an
indication of a growth in speculation. The
much-talked-about growth in exports as a
means of exporting our way out of debt is
proving as illusory as ever. With the ratio of
debt to GDP worsening, this can only lead to
further cuts in public spending as the
government struggles to meet EU targets
regarding the debt.

The forthcoming budget will be more of
the same, with further cuts in public
spending, while the Labour Party and its
supporters within the trade union leadership
will squeal a little about this or that unjust
aspect of the budget but will grin and bear
it. What is clear is that government spending
will be further cut well into the foreseeable
future, with more and more areas of
spending, such as state pensions and other
benefits, being further attacked.

In the Dublin Lock-out of 1913, the
centenary of which we commemorate this
year, the employers locked out more than
twenty thousand workers, the majority of
them members of the Irish Transport and
General Workers’ Union, to break the “new
trade unionism” that it represented. Despite
great poverty, hunger, an increasing child

mortality rate, and the brutality of the Dublin
Metropolitan Police, the Dublin working class
stood its ground and resisted.

While it is important to mark and
celebrate the history of our class and its
decisive battles, we need to go beyond
commemoration. There is now a need for a
“new trade unionism” for today. The Irish
working class needs to draw lessons from
the past in order to help it understand the
present and to shape our future. There is an
urgent need for a complete rethink of the
path down which the present generation of
trade union leaders has propelled the
movement, a course that can only lead to
the further demoralisation and marginalising
of the trade union movement.

The labour movement needs to rid itself of
its subservient attitude and approach. We
need to emulate and take inspiration from
the heroism and courage of those men,
women and children of 1913. What they
had then and we lack but badly need today
is leadership, with a clear strategy for
defending the working class and all it has
struggled for and won, which is now being
whittled away.

In the North the economic and social
crisis is being used to accentuate existing
sectarian divisions. The DUP and UUP vie
with each other to see who can dive deeper
into the septic pool of sectarianism. The
recent attacks on the mayor of Belfast and
the call for the blowing up of the Sinn Féin
leadership show sectarianism plummeting to
new depths. What the crisis has exposed is
that these parties have no answers or
solutions to the plight of the Protestant

section of the working class. As the budget
restraints from London tighten, unionism
finds it increasingly difficult to dispense a
shrinking largesse with which to control and
manipulate the Protestant working class. The
effects of the crisis, job losses, cuts in
services and benefits and cuts in wages are
being used to stoke sectarian tensions in
order to deflect attention away from their
own bankruptcy.

Rejectionist republicans and Sinn Féin
have also been coat-trailing, trying to exploit
moments of sectarian tension and pressure
for their own short-term objectives. The
recent display by a colour party in Co. Tyrone
is not in the interests of building unity
among working people. Retreating into past
failed methods and positions is not the way
forward. The real alternative is to campaign
to protect jobs, to oppose cuts in the health
service and other public services, which are
being chipped away and dismantled, and to
actively engage in campaigns that can ease
and neutralise sectarian tensions.

Sectarianism is a dead end for our people
that must be resisted by all means. While
recognising that building the unity of our
people is very difficult, with obstacles and
road-blocks constantly thrown in the way, we
have to work and strive to bring this about.

The CPI calls on workers not to be fooled
by the bigots, who have nothing to offer
except more of the same. Throughout our
country the working class are experiencing
the full brunt of the crisis of the system. The
unionists in the North wish to deflect
workers away from the real nature of their
poverty, alienation and frustrations towards a
belief that someone else is getting a better
deal at their expense. In the South the trade
union leadership and the Labour Party are
happy to commemorate the 1913 Lock-out,
yet a hundred years later workers are still
without the right to be represented by a
trade union.

Our message is clear. Don’t just
commemorate: organise.

Political Statement by the
Executive Committee
24 August 2013

Join the struggle for socialism!  
Join the Communist Party of Ireland

Please send me information about Communist Party of Ireland membership

Name

Address

Post Code Phone

e mail

send to  � � CPI  43 East Essex Street, Dublin 2       CPI  PO Box  85 Belfast BT1 1SR

Connolly Books
Dublin’s oldest radical bookshop

The place for H Irish history H politics 
H Marxist classics H philosophy 
H feminism H trade union affairs 
H environmental issues 
H radical periodicals 
H progressive literature 

Connolly Books is named after James
Connolly, Ireland’s socialist pioneer and
martyr

Connolly Books is in East Essex Street,
between Temple Bar and Parliament Stree
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theory

Current
debates in
marxist crisis
theory
WITHIN INTERNATIONAL Marxism at
present there are two main theories of
economic crisis. One views crisis in terms
of a law of the falling rate of profit, which
is found in Capital, volume 3. The rival
theory is associated with the Monthly
Review school, which is strongly
influenced by the economist Michael
Kalecki.

Unlike the supporters of the falling rate of
profit theory of crisis, the Monthly Review
school see the issue of monopoly and monetarily
effective demand at the root of its explanation of
capitalist crisis and stagnation. In a recent
Monthly Review article, “Marx, Kalecki, and
socialist strategy,” John Bellamy Foster argues
that the views of Kalecki are fully compatible
with Marx.

It is no surprise that debate in this area has
taken off, in the light of the continued global
crisis of capitalism.

However, the debate has recently taken a
heightened form following a controversial article
by Michael Heinrich in a recent issue of Monthly
Review. Heinrich is an exponent of what is
known as the “new German reading of Marx,”
which interprets the theory of value that Marx
presents in Capital. His “new reading” of Marx
dominates the study of Marx in German
universities.

Because of limitations of space, the
arguments advanced by Heinrich will be
outlined for readers of Socialist Voice in this
issue. In following issues the counter-arguments
put forward by defenders of the falling rate of
profit will be advanced, in the hope that this will
enable readers to stay ahead of contemporary
debates in Marxian crisis theory. The description

of this debate, unfortunately, requires some
understanding of basic Marxist theories on
surplus value and the organic composition of
capital.

Heinrich attempts to demonstrate that
Marx’s understanding of crisis was never
finished, and that there is no one definitive
Marxist theory of crisis. Thus Marx moved from
a highly simplistic, causal understanding of
crisis with subsequent revolution in the 1850s to
one that did not directly rely on notions of a
“final economic collapse.”

Heinrich acknowledges that the most
extensive consideration of crisis in Capital
resides with the tendency of the falling rate of
profit thesis: Marx, while not the first to
elaborate this idea, did claim to be the first to
have discovered a coherent explanation for it.

Heinrich identifies what he claims are a
range of problems with this thesis. Firstly, it is
seen to be empirically irrefutable and
consequently not genuinely scientific. For
example, because of the counteracting
tendencies, if one points to a fall in the rate of
profit in the past, this does not constitute proof,
as the law applies to future development.
Conversely, if the rate of profit rose in the past,
this is not a refutation, as the law does not
require a permanent fall but merely a
“tendential” one, which can occur in the future.
Marx is said to assume that a fall in the rate of
profit in the long run will outweigh all
counteracting factors, but no reason is given for
this logic,  Heinrich argues.

A second problem with the falling rate of
profit thesis identified by Heinrich relates to the
value composition of capital:

=      s/v      
(c/v)+1

If the value composition of capital grows but
also the rate of surplus value, then both the
numerator and the dominator increase. Where
Marx claims a fall in the rate of profit, he must
demonstrate that in the long run the
denominator grows faster than the numerator.
There is, according to Heinrich, no evidence for
such a comparison in the speed of growth.

Marx’s efforts to substantiate the thesis
revolved around the idea that a fall in the rate of
profit could occur in the case of increasing
surplus value. If the number of workers
continues to decrease, then at some point the
surplus value they create will decline, regardless
of the rate of surplus value produced. For
example, 24 workers each yielding 2 hours of
surplus labour yield a total of 48 hours of
surplus labour. However, say an increase in
productivity occurs and only 2 workers are
needed; these 2 can yield only 48 hours of
surplus labour if each works for 24 hours and
does not receive a wage. But, as Marx put it,

since the same influences which raise the
rate of surplus-value (even a lengthening of
the working-time is a result of large-scale

industry) tend to decrease the labour-power
employed by a certain capital, it follows that
they also tend to reduce the rate of profit and
to retard this reduction.

For Heinrich, however, “we cannot exclude
the possibility that the capital used to employ
the two workers is smaller than that required to
employ twenty-four.” Heinrich says that the
numerator (surplus value) in the rate-of-profit
formula may well fall, because the variable
capital that creates value has shrunk, but so will
variable capital in the denominator. Constant
capital may have increased because of
mechanisation, but the rate of profit falls only if
the increase in constant capital is greater than
the fall in variable capital in the denominator. It
depends on “whichever of the two quantities
changes more rapidly—and we do not know
that.”

Heinrich argues in the second half of his
paper that Marx had further thoughts on crisis
theory and seemed to appreciate the difficulties
with his earlier thesis. He notes how Marx
points out a fundamental contradiction between
the tendency towards an unlimited production of
surplus value and the tendency towards a
limited realisation of it.

Marx is not advocating an under-
consumptionist theory, according to Heinrich, as
he also includes the “drive to expand capital” in
society’s power of consumption. However, the
limitations on the drive for accumulation are not
further developed by Marx: to do that, Heinrich
claims, it would have been necessary to include
the credit system in these observations. For
Heinrich a systematic treatment of crisis theory
cannot therefore follow immediately from the
“law of the tendency of the rate of profit to fall”
but only after the categories of interest-bearing
capital and credit have been developed. As
Heinrich maintains:

The theoretical position for crisis theory
suggested by Engels’s editorship is definitely
wrong, but this suggestion has been
extremely influential: many Marxist
approaches to crisis theory completely
disregard credit relationships and consider
the root causes of crisis to be phenomena
that have nothing to do with money and
credit.

The critical response to Heinrich’s work
among international Marxian economists will be
considered in the next issue.

� See: Michael
Heinrich, “Crisis theory,
the law of the tendency
of the profit rate to fall,
and Marx’s studies in
the 1870s,” Monthly
Review, vol. 64, no. 11
(April 2013). [NC]
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O’Flaherty Summer School a huge success
AT THE END of August the first Liam and
Tom O’Flaherty Summer School was given a
warm welcome on Inis Mór, the birthplace of
these two radical brothers. The school’s
events, with a fine mix of the formal and the
informal, were attended by more than eighty
participants from the islands and the
mainland.

The literary walk to sites featured in the
O’Flaherty short stories allowed all involved
to see, hear and smell for themselves what
inspired the two men. And, despite it being
a “fine soft day,” the weather did not
dampen discussion along the bóithríns on
who and what inspired Liam and Tom to take
the roads they took in life.

It was this active participation by those in
attendance that gave this summer school a
unique flavour. The two main speakers, Prof.
Brian Ó Conchubhair, who spoke about Liam
O’Flaherty, and the activist and broadcaster
Cllr Seosamh Ó Cuaig, on Tom O’Flaherty,
provided a wealth of new information about
the two men’s lives after they left Árainn.

The islanders, on the other hand,
contributed precious local knowledge that
was previously unknown. Much of this
information was thanks to the women’s
research group, Mná Fiontracha, as well as
other local people who had “insider”
knowledge handed down to them.

Because of this enthusiastic interaction,
everyone gained from this lively discourse.
This was a summer school at its very best,

so much so that the Liam and Tom
O’Flaherty Society are already apreparing
events for the next twelve months, but
especially for the summer school in August
2014.
Above right: Bill Dunne, Tom O’Flaherty, Big
Bill Haywood, and James P. Cannon,
Moscow, 1925.
Right: Liam O’Flaherty,

WAITING FOR GODOT will be performed by
Gare St Lazare Players, Ireland, at the Dublin
Theatre Festival from 2 to 6 October at the
Gaiety Theatre. They offer a reading of the play
that differs from the festival assessment, that
the characters’ comical efforts to pass the time
parody the human condition in this, Beckett’s
first and funniest play.

When Beckett wrote Waiting for Godot, not
long after the Second World War, memories of
yet another sick attempt at world dominance by
way of the destruction of countries, cultures
and millions of humans were still raw.
Beckett’s play presents the viewer with people
who have almost come to the end of their
humanness and any positive human
experience. The tree of life is almost barren and
is a prop on which to hang oneself.

The human experience is reduced to simply
staying alive and performing, with effort, the
simplest actions. Homo sapiens has been
stripped of the “sapiens” part. The characters
find it difficult to stand upright. The

Renaissance vision of human beauty,
godlikeness and perfectibility has been lost.
Here there is no sensual, intellectual or artistic
enjoyment.

The narratives that have been useful in
endorsing human goodness have all been
stripped of their meaningfulness, including a
clearly vain hope for God(ot) to arrive. In fact
waiting for God(ot) prevents any movement out
of this state.

Beckett’s play is of immediate relevance to
the world situation today. It is a warning
against the ultimate destruction of humanity.
However, Beckett leaves us with a sense that all
is not lost. His characters still help each
other at times of need: they still have
that humanity. The tree bears a few
leaves at the end of the play; it is
not dead.

Yet that hope is tenuous. Will
the characters be strong enough
to move on?  [JF]

Anticipating the post-nuclear experience
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1913 Lock-out
locked in
I couldn’t get to Dublin for any workers’
demos so I was forced to watch the Sticky
(sorry, official) 1913 Lock-out
commemoration in bits on television. And
what a truly awful sight it was!

For this was just a shindig for the Labour
Party as they—in their well-practised
opportunist mode—tried to grab the mantle
of Connolly and Larkin. And they were aided
and abetted in this by trade unionists, some
of whom once knew better.

We had Mickey D, darling of the liberal
left (whatever that is), repaying his debt to
the new Labour hierarchy for his current job.
And then we had awful singing. The sight
and sound of Jimmy Kelly singing for his
supper made me, and our cat, cringe.

No mention of current struggles, of the
right to join a union today, of austerity, of
cut-backs, privatisation, yellow-pack deals,
emigration, the sick, the homeless, the
dispossessed, the under-educated and
under-resourced children, the poor . . .

This is just what I could see on capitalist

TV—the same TV citizens will be forced by
Éamon Gilmore to pay for whether they
want it or not. Or even whether they even
have a TV set.

What we could not see only became
apparent later as I read despatches from
citizens who had “been there.”

We of the working class take pride in our
history. Proud of our own and family
participation in struggle for the betterment
of all—be it strikes, occupations, or
downright revolution. And many of those few
who went along were curious to see how
this would be reflected in the official
performances.

It wasn’t! Instead we saw an official
“labour” movement who had sold out
decades ago telling us how great they were
from behind their cordon sanitaire.

And people were annoyed at all this. In
the old days, a few loose bricks or paving
stones, spuds, tomatoes, golf balls or
whatever else could be thrown could be
used to express this displeasure. But the
Gilmores, Quinns and Beggs of today were
prepared for this. For in addition to the
state police, the officials behind the official
commemoration had engaged the services
of G4S—a private security company. G4S
has a poor reputation among workers. It is

known for cutting wages and jobs and poor
working conditions. The sort of thing the
men and women of 1913 fought against.

Their activity at the commemoration was
of questionable legality, blatantly interfering
with public access at the event. This
included the searching of women’s
handbags and men’s spectacle cases, the
barricading of the citizens, and the removal
of any sign of dissent. One woman who had
the nerve to tell Ruairí Quinn of her
displeasure with his performance was
removed. Another who criticised the US in
Syria suffered the same censure.

Two photos posted on line by the
renowned historian and critic Conor McCabe
show the end result. A small fenced-in
crowd, cut off from the great unwashed. The
irony of Larkin’s noted openness and
approachability is not lost when compared
with the frightened class-traitors of Labour
officialdom.

All in all, I suppose it was educational—of
how dissent can be crushed in the name of
Liberty and Labour. And of the urgent need
to rebuild the New Trade Unionism of the
days of Connolly and Larkin.

Mick Ahern
Co. Carlow

Rosie Hackett
remembered

IT WILL DELIGHT all
socialists and feminists
that the new bridge
over the Liffey will be
named after the labour
hero Rosie Hackett, a
great trade union
organiser who jointly
founded the Irish
Women Workers’
Union in 1911, helped

to lead workers out on strike in the great lock-
out of 1913, and fought with the Irish Citizens
Army in 1916 against British misrule in Ireland.

However, many people do not want us to
remember the real Rosie Hackett. Instead they
want us to think of her as some harmless
human-rights activist, rather than a
revolutionary. What is happening to the legacy of
Rosie Hackett has happened to many Irish
heroes throughout history; as James Connolly
wrote about Wolfe Tone,

He was crucified in life, now he is idolised
in death, and the men who push forward
most arrogantly to burn incense at the altar of
his fame are drawn from the very class who,
were he alive to-day, would hasten to
repudiate him as a dangerous malcontent.

False as they are to every one of the great
principles to which our hero consecrated his
life, they cannot hope to deceive the popular
instinct, and their presence at these
commemorations will only bring into greater
relief the depth to which they have sunk.

We can see how true this is as Éamon
Gilmore leads the tributes to Jim Larkin and the
1913 Lock-out. The same is true about Rosie. If
she were around today she would be the first to
protest against this government and its savage
austerity agenda, which is destroying the
livelihood of so many people.

We should remember the real Rosie Hackett,
the radical socialist who fought to smash the

dictatorship of the bosses over working people,
and not the harmless Rosie Hackett that the
Labour Party hierarchy wants us to remember.
[BG]


