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Internationale
Written by Eugene Pottier after the murderous 
assault against the Paris Commune in 1871. 
The melody was added later by Pierre Degeyter. 

Arise, ye starvelings, from your slumbers
Arise, ye criminals of want
For reason in revolt now thunders
And at last ends the age of cant
Away with all your superstitions
Servile masses, arise, arise
We'll change forthwith the old conditions
And spurn the dust to win the prize

Then comrades, come, rally,
And the last fight let us face
The Internationale
Unites the human race
Then comrades, come, rally,
And the last fight let us face
The Internationale
Unites the human race

We peasants, artisans and others
Enrolled among the sons of toil
Let's change the earth henceforth for brothers
Drive the indolent from the soil
On our flesh too long has fed the raven
We've too long been the vulture's prey
But now farewell the spirit craven
The dawn brings in a brighter day
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Frederick Engels’ speech 
at the grave of Karl Marx
Highgate Cemetery  London  March 17 1883

ON THE 14th of  March, at a quarter to three in the afternoon, the greatest living thinker ceased
to think. He had been left alone for scarcely two minutes, and when we came back we found
him in his armchair, peacefully gone to sleep -- but for ever.

An immeasurable loss has been sustained both by the militant proletariat of  Europe and America, and by
historical science, in the death of  this man. The gap that has been left by the departure of  this mighty spirit
will soon enough make itself  felt.

Just as Darwin discovered the law of  development or organic nature, so Marx discovered the law of
development of  human history: the simple fact, hitherto concealed by an overgrowth of  ideology, that
mankind must first of  all eat, drink, have shelter and clothing, before it can pursue politics, science, art,
religion, etc.; that therefore the production of  the immediate material means, and consequently the degree of
economic development attained by a given people or during a given epoch, form the foundation upon which
the state institutions, the legal conceptions, art, and even the ideas on religion, of  the people concerned have
been evolved, and in the light of  which they must, therefore, be explained, instead of  vice versa, as had
hitherto been the case.

But that is not all. Marx also discovered the special law of  motion governing the present-day capitalist
mode of  production, and the bourgeois society that this mode of  production has created. The discovery of
surplus value suddenly threw light on the problem, in trying to solve which all previous investigations, of  both
bourgeois economists and socialist critics, had been groping in the dark.

Two such discoveries would be enough for one lifetime. Happy the man to whom it is granted to make
even one such discovery. But in every single field which Marx investigated -- and he investigated very many
fields, none of  them superficially -- in every field, even in that of  mathematics, he made independent
discoveries.

Such was the man of  science. But this was not even half  the man. Science was for Marx a historically
dynamic, revolutionary force. However great the joy with which he welcomed a new discovery in some
theoretical science whose practical application perhaps it was as yet quite impossible to envisage, he
experienced quite another kind of  joy when the discovery involved immediate revolutionary changes in
industry, and in historical development in general. For example, he followed closely the development of  the
discoveries made in the field of  electricity and recently those of  Marcel Deprez.

For Marx was before all else a revolutionist. His real mission in life was to contribute, in one way or
another, to the overthrow of  capitalist society and of  the state institutions which it had brought into being, to
contribute to the liberation of  the modern proletariat, which he was the first to make conscious of  its own
position and its needs, conscious of  the conditions of  its emancipation. Fighting was his element. And he
fought with a passion, a tenacity and a success such as few could rival. His work on the first Rheinische
Zeitung (1842), the Paris Vorwarts (1844), the Deutsche Brusseler Zeitung (1847), the Neue Rheinische
Zeitung (1848-49), the New York Tribune (1852-61), and, in addition to these, a host of  militant pamphlets,
work in organisations in Paris, Brussels and London, and finally, crowning all, the formation of  the great
International Working Men's Association -- this was indeed an achievement of  which its founder might well
have been proud even if  he had done nothing else.

And, consequently, Marx was the best hated and most calumniated man of  his time. Governments, both
absolutist and republican, deported him from their territories. Bourgeois, whether conservative or ultra-
democratic, vied with one another in heaping slanders upon him. All this he brushed aside as though it were a
cobweb, ignoring it, answering only when extreme necessity compelled him. And he died beloved, revered
and mourned by millions of  revolutionary fellow workers -- from the mines of  Siberia to California, in all parts
of  Europe and America -- and I make bold to say that, though he may have had many opponents, he had
hardly one personal enemy.

His name will endure through the ages, and so also will his work.



TODAY I BRING you greetings of solidarity from brothers, sisters and comrades
in the Irish Trade Union movement. Greetings from a country which has been
ravaged and laid waste by a marauding Troika intent on destroying the social
fabric of Irish society, intent on attacking labour and intent on protecting and

enriching the economic elite of Ireland and Europe. 

Marx, I am sure, would have seen austerity policies for what they are - an instrument of
class warfare.  To those who say austerity is not working, I say you're mistaken, austerity is
working, it is working for those for whom it was meant to work, the capitalist class.  On 18
October 2008 the Irish government was forced to agree a  blanket bank guarantee
scheme and in so agreeing the welfare of the Irish people and of future generations was
sacrificed on the altar of financial capitalism, the bad gambling debts of the world's elite
were underwritten by every man, woman and child in Ireland.  The results of this slavish
surrender can be seen in every village and city in Ireland, the misery of mass
unemployment, mass emigration, homelessness and poverty, even for those with jobs, as
the relentless attacks continue on wages, conditions and welfare.

But we are not alone in our persecution.  Across Europe, in countries such as Spain,
Portugal and Greece, workers have been attacked, 26 million have been told they are
surplus to the requirements of the capitalist system, millions more have been driven from
their homes and impoverished.  Austerity was never designed to help working people, it is
designed to establish greater inequality, to transfer wealth upwards, this is a class war and
our class is losing.

The gombeen press coverage and back slapping which coincided with Ireland's exit of
the bailout programme in December 2013 portrayed Ireland as the poster child of
austerity - is nothing more than a smoke screen.  Our economy is broken beyond repair,
the imposition of more austerity and debt ensures that any little economic independence
we may have had is gone.  Economic and policy decisions on Ireland's future are now made
in Germany and by the ECB, they are not made with the best interests of the Irish
working class in mind, rather they reinforce the continued transfer of wealth from the
Irish people to the global financial elite. 

We need to stand together across Europe and build a people's alternative, a vision of a
new socialist economic order, to mobilise in every community and every factory, we must
preach the gospel of discontent. 

The rise of the right across Europe must be challenged by a united left alternative, we
have a responsibility to those who went before us to shine a light into the dirtiest and
darkest corners of the capitalist system, to expose its lies and abuses, to challenge the
hate policies of the right. 

The Irish people and peoples across Europe have been sold into debt slavery for
generations to come, we must mobilise and free our class.

In the words of Jim Larkin, the great Irish union organiser, 
"The great only appear great because we are on our knees, Let Us Rise"

2014 annual Karl Marx oration

John Douglas 
President of the Irish Congress of Trade Unions



The last years Death in Highgate 

Karl Marx and Jenny Marx

DURING THE last ten years of  his life, after
the collapse of  the International and the
slaughter of  the Communards, Marx's
health began to fail and he settled into the

routines of  an old man.  Indeed, many of  the people
he had known best had already disappeared from the
scene. Some, like Joseph Moll, had been killed fighting
for the revolution, but most succumbed to poverty,
age, and the loneliness of  exile. As early as 1864, on
the death of  Ferdinand Lassalle, he complained to
Engels that 'the crowd is getting even smaller and no
new blood is being added'. Sometimes he would
attend a London funeral, like that of  John Rogers, a
tailor and the President of  the Manhood Suffrage
League, at Finchley Cemetery in 1877.

His meal times were regular and he took frequent
walks on Hampstead Heath, often with his old friend
Engels, who from 1870 to 1895 lived nearby at 122
Regent's Park Road, close to Primrose Hill. Indeed, it
was Jenny Marx who had helped him find the house.
In the last year of  his life, long after Marx was dead,
Engels was to move very near to the Zoological
Gardens in Regent's Park.

Like so many people of  sedentary,  nocturnal
habits, and given to smoking and drink, Marx had
misused his physique. Into his sixties he had
impressed people he met as a powerful, untamed
man, whose sparkling brown eyes displayed
tremendous intelligence, but the last decade of  his life
was marked by increasingly debilitating ill health.  One
of  the doctors he consulted attributed his complaints
to poor nourishment and over-work, and prescribed
regular meals, compulsory exercise and wine with
soda.  He also managed for a time to limit Marx's
working day - when he was fit to work at all - to only
two hours in the morning and two hours in the
evening.

Yet Marx was restless under such conditions, and
in 1875, for example, rallied himself  to write a strong
criticism of  the Gotha Programme drafted by the
German Social Democrats.  Once again he attacked
Lassalle's followers, but he also projected his own
vision of  a future society under Communism,
whereby 'freedom consists in converting the state
from an organ superior to society into one
completely subordinate to it.  In a passage with great
resonance for the future, Marx realised that even



extract from Marx in London by Asa Briggs and John Callow

after a successful revolution there would be
enormous problems and difficulties ahead, for: 

What we have to deal with here is a communist
society, not as it has developed on its own
foundations but, on the contrary, just as it emerges
from capitalist society; which is thus in every
respect, economically, morally and intellectually, still
stamped with the birth marks of  the old society
from whose womb it emerges.

He envisaged a long process of  change: 
after the enslaving subordination of  the

individual to the division of  labour, and therewith
also the antithesis between mental and physical
labour, has vanished; after labour has become not
only a means of  life but life's prime want; after the
productive forces have also increased with the all-
round development of  the individual, and all the
springs of  co-operative wealth flow more
abundantly - only then can society inscribe on its
banners: From each according to his ability, to each
according to his needs! 

Marx was also trying desperately to finish his
study of  Kapital, but his notes for the vast
manuscript just swelled further, and the task was, in
the end, left for Engels to complete.  A Russian
translation of  the first volume of  Kapital did appear
in 1872, however, and Marx eagerly threw himself
into a study of  the Russian language, in order to
better understand events in the Tsarist Empire.  He
also worked on translating Kapital into French.

The visits he made, on medical advice, to
watering places and spas brought only temporary
relief, for his health always broke down again as
soon as he had returned to London.  Moreover, to
his list of  troubles he had to add growing concern
over his wife's worsening health.

Cancer of  the liver,  'a beastly illness', finally
confined her to bed.  'That was a terrible time,
Eleanor wrote later.  'Our dear mother lay in the
big front room, Moor in the small room next to it.

They who were so much to each other, whose
lives had come to form part of  each other,  could
not even be in the same room together'.

Eventually, Jenny died in Karl's presence in
December 1881, her last word being an emphatic
'good'.  She was sixty-seven years of  age.  It was a
terrible blow to Marx, for, since he had been a

teenager, Jenny had shared all his hopes,
disappointments and hardships, as well as their
many happy times together.  Marx could not attend
Jenny's funeral, because he had very recently been
laid up in bed with pleurisy and bronchitis, and the
weather was appalling. So, it fell to Engels, who had
shown 'kindness and devotion that beggared
description', to deliver a short speech over her
grave in Highgate Cemetery.

In it he claimed eloquently that she had 'lived to
see the calumny which had showered down upon
her husband scattered like chaff before the wind'.

Yet he offended Eleanor by saying - though she
believed it, too - that Karl himself  was now also
dead.  It was true.  Karl received many warm letters
of  condolence paying tribute to Jenny's character
and urging him to soldier on despite his dreadful
loss.  Yet he lived for only another fifteen months.

The final blow, from which he was never to
recover, came in January 1883, with the death from
cancer of  the bladder of  the younger Jenny, his
firstborn child. Again, Engels was on hand to write
her obituary, and Eleanor, who travelled to Ventnor
where her father was staying to tell him the news,
felt  that she was carrying with her her father's final
death sentence.

Marx lingered on for two more months, but he
now developed laryngitis and a lung tumour to add
to his other complaints, and he finally died on 14
March 1883.  Engels called at the house in Maitland
Park Road in the afternoon and was taken by
Lenchen up to the study where she had left Marx
sleeping.  They entered and found him dead in his
favourite armchair.

Engels took care of  all the funeral arrangements,
sending telegrams and letters to announce the
death. Marx was buried in the same grave as his
wife in Highgate Cemetery, on 17 March 1883.

About twenty people  were present, among
them his son in law Charles Longuet, who read a
message in French from peter Lavrov in the name
of the Russian socialists. It was fitting that the
funeral, small though it was, was something of  an
international affair.

Marx in London 
by Asa Briggs and John Callow is available 

from Marx Memorial Library



Vladimir Illich Lenin on Karl Marx

KARL MARX, was born on May 5, 1818
(New Style), in the city of  Trier (Rhenish
Prussia). His father was a lawyer, a Jew, who
in 1824 adopted Protestantism. The family

was well-to-do, cultured, but not revolutionary. After
graduating from a Gymnasium in Trier, Marx entered
the university, first at Bonn and later in Berlin, where
he read law, majoring in history and philosophy. He
concluded his university course in 1841, submitting a
doctoral thesis on the philosophy of  Epicurus. At the
time Marx was a Hegelian idealist in his views. In
Berlin, he belonged to the circle of  “Left Hegelians”
(Bruno Bauer and others) who sought to draw
atheistic and revolutionary conclusion from Hegel’s
philosophy.

After graduating, Marx moved to Bonn, hoping to
become a professor. However, the reactionary policy
of the government, which deprived Ludwig
Feuerbach of  his chair in 1832, refused to allow him
to return to the university in 1836, and in 1841
forbade young Professor Bruno Bauer to lecture at
Bonn, made Marx abandon the idea of  an academic
career. Left Hegelian views were making rapid
headway in Germany at the time. Feuerbach began to
criticize theology, particularly after 1836, and turn to
materialism, which in 1841 gained ascendancy in his
philosophy (The Essence of  Christianity). The year
1843 saw the appearance of  his Principles of  the
Philosophy of  the Future. “One must oneself  have
experienced the liberating effect” of  these books,
Engels subsequently wrote of  these works of
Feuerbach. “We [i.e., the Left Hegelians, including
Marx] all became at once Feuerbachians.” At that
time, some radical bourgeois in the Rhineland, who
were in touch with the Left Hegelians, founded, in
Cologne, an opposition paper called Rheinische
Zeitung (The first issue appeared on January 1, 1842).
Marx and Bruno Bauer were invited to be the chief
contributors, and in October 1842 Marx became
editor-in-chief  and moved from Bonn to Cologne.
The newspaper’s revolutionary-democratic trend
became more and more pronounced under Marx’s
editorship, and the government first imposed double
and triple censorship on the paper, and then on
January 1 1843 decided to suppress it. Marx had to
resign the editorship before that date, but his
resignation did not save the paper, which suspended
publication in March 1843. Of the major articles Marx
contributed to Rheinische Zeitung, Engels notes, in
addition to those indicated below (see
Bibliography),[1] an article on the condition of
peasant winegrowers in the Moselle Valley.[2] Marx’s
journalistic activities convinced him that he was
insufficiently acquainted with political economy, and
he zealously set out to study it.

In 1843, Marx married, at Kreuznach, a childhood
friend he had become engaged to while still a student.
His wife came of a reactionary family of  the Prussian
nobility, her elder brother being Prussia’s Minister of
the Interior during a most reactionary period—1850-
58. In the autumn of 1843, Marx went to Paris in
order to publish a radical journal abroad, together
with Arnold Ruge (1802-1880); Left Hegelian; in
prison in 1825-30; a political exile following 1848, and
a Bismarckian after 1866-70). Only one issue of  this
journal, Deutsch-Französische Jahrbücher, appeared;[3]
publication was discontinued owing to the difficulty of
secretly distributing it in Germany, and to
disagreement with Ruge. Marx’s articles in this journal
showed that he was already a revolutionary who
advocated “merciless criticism of everything existing”,
and in particular the “criticism by weapon”,[13] and
appealed to the masses and to the proletariat.

In September 1844, Frederick Engels came to Paris
for a few days, and from that time on became Marx’s
closest friend. They both took a most active part in
the then seething life of  the revolutionary groups in
Paris (of  particular importance at the time was
Proudhon’s[4] doctrine), which Marx pulled to pieces
in his Poverty of  Philosophy, 1847); waging a vigorous
struggle against the various doctrines of  petty-
bourgeois socialism, they worked out the theory and
tactics of  revolutionary proletarian socialism, or
communism Marxism). See Marx’s works of  this
period, 1844-48 in the Bibliography. At the insistent
request of  the Prussian government, Marx was
banished from Paris in 1845, as a dangerous
revolutionary. He went to Brussels. In the spring of
1847 Marx and Engels joined a secret propaganda
society called the Communist League;[5] they took a
prominent part in the League’s Second Congress
(London, November 1847), at whose request they
drew up the celebrated Communist Manifesto, which
appeared in February 1848. With the clarity and
brilliance of  genius, this work outlines a new world-
conception, consistent with materialism, which also
embrace the realm of social life; dialectics, as the
most comprehensive and profound doctrine of
development; the theory of  the class struggle and of
the world-historic revolutionary role of  the
proletariat—the creator of  a new, communist society.

On the outbreak of  the Revolution of  February
1848,[6] Marx was banished from Belgium. He
returned to Paris, whence, after the March
Revolution,[7] he went to Cologne, Germany, where
Neue Rheinische Zeitung[8] was published from June 1,
1848, to May 19, 1849, with Marx as editor-in-chief.
The new theory was splendidly confirmed by the
course of  the revolutionary events of  1848-49, just as
it has been subsequently confirmed by all proletarian



and democratic movements in all countries of  the
world. The victorious counter-revolution first
instigated court proceedings against Marx (he was
acquitted on February 9, 1849), and then banished
him from Germany (May 16, 1849). First Marx went
to Paris, was again banished after the demonstration
of June 13, 1849,[9] and then went to London, where
he lived until his death.

His life as a political exile was a very hard one, as
the correspondence between Marx and Engels
(published in 1913) clearly reveals. Poverty weighed
heavily on Marx and his family; had it not been for
Engels’ constant and selfless financial aid, Marx would
not only have been unable to complete Capital but
would have inevitably have been crushed by want.
Moreover, the prevailing doctrines and trends of
petty-bourgeois socialism, and of  non-proletarian
socialism in general, forced Marx to wage a
continuous and merciless struggle and sometime to
repel the most savage and monstrous personal
attacks (Herr Vogt).[10] Marx, who stood aloof from
circles of  political exiles, developed his materialist
theory in a number of  historical works (see
Bibliography), devoting himself  mainly to a study of
political economy. Marx revolutionized science (see
“The Marxist Doctrine”, below) in his Contribution to
the Critique of  Political Economy (1859) and Capital
(Vol. I, 1867).

The revival of  the democratic movements in the
late fifties and in the sixties recalled Marx to practical
activity. In 1864 (September 28) the International
Working Men’s Association—the celebrated First
International—was founded in London. Marx was the
heart and soul of  this organization, and author of  its
first Address[11] and of  a host of  resolutions,
declaration and manifestoes. In uniting the labor
movement of  various forms of  non-proletarian, pre-
Marxist socialism (Mazzini, Proudhon, Bakunin, liberal
trade-unionism in Britain, Lassallean vacillations to the
right in Germany, etc.), and in combating the theories
of all these sects and schools, Marx hammered out a
uniform tactic for the proletarian struggle of  the
working in the various countries. Following the
downfall of  the Paris Commune (1871)—of which
gave such a profound, clear-cut, brilliant effective and
revolutionary analysis (The Civil War In France,
1871)—and the Bakunin-caused[12] cleavage in the
International, the latter organization could no longer
exist in Europe. After the Hague Congress of  the
International (1872), Marx had the General Council
of  the International had played its historical part, and
now made way for a period of  a far greater
development of  the labor movement in all countries
in the world, a period in which the movement grew in
scope, and mass socialist working-class parties in
individual national states were formed.

Marx’s health was undermined by his strenuous
work in the International and his still more strenuous
theoretical occupations. He continued work on the
refashioning of  political economy and on the
completion of  Capital, for which he collected a mass
of new material and studied a number of  languages
(Russian, for instance). However, ill-health prevented
him from completing Capital.

His wife died on December 2, 1881, and on March
14, 1883, Marx passed away peacefully in his
armchair. He lies buried next to his wife at Highgate
Cemetery in London. Of Marx’s children some died
in childhood in London, when the family were living in
destitute circumstances. Three daughters married
English and French socialists; Eleanor Aveling, Laura
Lafargue and Jenny Longuet. The latters’ son is a
member of  the French Socialist Party.

Notes

[1] This “Bibliography” written by Lenin for the article is not included. —Ed.
[2] The reference is to the article “Justification of  the Correspondent from
the Mosel” by Karl Marx.—Ed.
[3] The reference is to the Deutsch-Franzosische Jahrbucher (German-
French Annals), a magazine edited by Karl Marx and Arnold Ruge and
published in German in Paris. Only the first issue, a double one, appeared, in
February 1844. It included works by Karl Marx and Frederick Engels which
marked the final transition of  Marx and Engels to materialism and
communism. Publication of  the magazine was discontinued mainly as a
result of  basic differences of  opinion between Marx and the bourgeois
radical Ruge.—Ed.
[4] Proudhonism—An unscientific trend in petty-bourgeois socialism, hostile
to Marxism, so called after its ideologist, the French anarchist Pierre Joseph
Proudhon. Proudhon criticized big capitalist property from the petty-
bourgeois position and dreamed of  perpetuating small private ownership.
He proposed the foundation of  “people’s” and “exchange” banks, with the
aid of  which the workers would be able to acquire the means of
production, become handicraftsmen and ensure the just marketing of  their
produce. Proudhon did not understand the historic role of  the proletariat
and displayed a negative attitude to the class struggle, the proletarian
revolution, and the dictatorship of  the proletariat; as an anarchist, he denied
the need for the state. Marx subjected Proudhonism to ruthless criticism in
his work The Poverty of  Philosophy.—Ed.
[5] The Communist League—The first international communist organization
of  the proletariat founded under the guidance of  Marx and Engels in
London early in June 1847.
Marx and Engels helped to work out the programmatic and organizational
principles of  the League; they wrote its programme—the Manifesto of  the
Communist Party, published in February 1848.
The Communist League was the predecessor of  the International Working
Men’s Association (The First International). It existed until November 1852,
its prominent members later playing a leading role in the First
International.—Ed.
[6] The reference is to the bourgeois revolutions in Germany and Austria
which began in March 1848.—Ed.
[7] The reference is to the bourgeois revolution in France in February
1848.—Ed.
[8] Die Neue Rheinische Zeitung (New Rhenish Gazette)—Published in
Cologne from June 1, 1848, to May 19, 1849. Marx and Engels directed the
newspaper, Marx being its editor-in-chief. Lenin characterized Die Neue
Rheinische Zeitung as “the finest and unsurpassed organ of  the
revolutionary proletariat”. Despite persecution and the obstacles placed in
its way by the police, the newspaper staunchly defended the interests of
revolutionary democracy, the interests of  the proletariat. Because of  Marx’s
banishment from Prussia in May 1849 and the persecution of  the other
editors. Die Neue Rheinische Zeitung had to cease publication.—Ed.
[9] The reference is to the mass demonstration in Paris organized by the
Montagne, the party of  the petty bourgeoisie, in protest against the
infringement by the President and the majority in the Legislative Assembly
of  the constitutional orders established in the revolution of  1848. The
demonstration was dispersed by the government.—Ed.
[10] The reference is to Marx’s pamphlet Herr Vogt, which was written in
reply to the slanderous pamphlet by Vogt, a Bonapartist agent provocateur,
My Process Against “Allgemeine Zeitung”.—Ed.
[11] The First International Workingmen’s Association was the first
international tendency that grouped together all the worlds’ workers parties
in one unified international party.—Ed.
[12] Bakuninism—A trend called after its leader Mikhail Bakunin, an
ideologist of  anarchism and enemy of  Marxism and scientific socialism.—Ed.

[13] These words are from Marx’s “Critique of  the Hegelian Philosophy
of  Right: Introduction.” The relevant passage reads: “The weapon of
criticism cannot, of  course, replace criticism by weapon, material force must
be overthrown by a material force; but theory, too, becomes a material
force, as soon as it grips the masses.”—Lenin



Liz Payne on Karl Marx

IN HIS Capital Volume I, Karl Marx devotes a
long and instructive section to ‘Machinery and
Modern Industry’.  The introduction of
machinery brought women and girls into the

factories en masse.  Now the capitalist was no
longer entirely dependent on the craftsmen and
skilled workers who had hitherto been rewarded
for their essential specialist contribution to the
productive process. No longer were men needed
for much of  the heavier work.  With machines
women and children could do what only men had
done before.  The introduction of  machines and
women to work them destroyed the monopoly of
what Engels described in 1885 as “the aristocracy
of  labour”, working men who had been “upon
exceedingly good terms” with their employers and
were well rewarded by them.  The availability of
mechanical force now opened the way for the
super-exploitation of  women in appalling working
conditions.  Marx (in Capital Volume I) describes
the drudgery of  women performing tiring,
repetitive motions all day long in cramped,
overheated and overcrowded spaces for pittance
wages, all of  which enabled the industrialists to
rake in huge and increasing profits on the back of
their misery and starvation.

But the exploitation of  women in thousands
from the second half  of  the nineteenth century
brought new and revolutionary potential to their
struggle.  As Engels showed in The Origin of  Family,
Private Property and the State, women’s
exploitation began with the first private property
and the need of  male property owners’ to control
their women’s labour. On this acquisition and
accumulation depended.  It continued, ever
intensifying, through slavery, feudalism and the
early stages of  capitalist development but women
were isolated from each other and their potential
always severely curtailed.  But now, with the
advent of  machines, women were brought
together for the first time in huge numbers and
came into the same social setting as unskilled
working men.  For the first time in history there
opened up for women the possibility of  combining
together in general  unions with working men and
in women’s unions, to challenge their oppressors
and exploiters and stand against the pro-employer,
right-wing unions of  the craftsmen. Eleanor Marx
is renowned for her involvement with general
unions and women’s unions in east London in the
late 1880s, including in the organisation of  the gas
workers’ union and in support of  the Match
Women’s strike of  1888 and the London Dock
Strike of  1889.

We have just heard about the Dublin Lockout.
James Connolly himself  celebrated the outstanding
role of  women in that struggle.  Writing in 1914
he described it as exposing “the terrible nature of
the conditions under which women and girls
labour in the capital city”.  He had seen women

organised and in action together and was able to
assert that “the women’s cause is felt by all the
Labour men and women as their cause.  The
Labour cause has no more earnest and
wholehearted supporters than the militant
women.”

At the forefront had been two women who
had, in 1911, co-founded the Irish Women
Workers’ Union, Rosie Hackett and Delia Larkin.
In 1914, with women locked out and destitute, a
huge operation in based at Liberty Hall provided a
life-line for them and their families – breakfasts for
children, lunches for nursing mothers, clothes
distribution.  It was a mammoth undertaking and it
went on throughout the Lockout.  Both women
were life-long activists.  Rosie was jailed for her
part in the 1916 Rising.  But recognition of  women
is too often a long time coming.  Last year, in 2013
a bridge over the Liffey in Dublin was named after
her - the only one of  sixteen river bridges in the
city to bear a woman’s name.

Women’s contribution is too often underplayed
or completely hidden.  This is a part of
imperialism’s bid to continue the super-
exploitation of  women workers everywhere, to
divide the working class asunder on gender lines
and block our united struggle to overthrow
capitalism, banish its horrors for ever and build a
socialist future.  But working women and men
everywhere continue to learn from the writings of
Marx, Engels and Lenin the origin of  our
exploitation and oppression and the imperative of
our unity against the ruling class and we continue
to be inspired by the organisation, courage and
determination of  the brave women who have
lived and died in struggle.  Marx wrote (Civil War
in France) of  how, through the Paris Commune,
we gained our first experience of  a society in
which workers have come to power. “Wonderful”
was the change the Commune wrought in Paris!”
Wonderful indeed! - A change that had at its
centre a rising of  the women “the real women of
Paris – heroic, noble and devoted”.  As we honour
Karl Marx at his graveside today, we affirm that we
will struggle together - as did the brave working
class women and men of  history – for the
overthrow of  capitalism, glimpsed so long ago in
Paris, and for  the equality and justice that only
socialism can bring. 



Lawrence Bradshaw

ASOCIALIST FROM his youth, the artist
and sculptor, Lawrence Bradshaw joined
the Communist Party in the early 1930s
and was politically active throughout his

life. Bradshaw began his artistic career in the early
1920s as assistant to Frank Brangwyn, the humanist
polymath who had himself  been an assistant to
William Morris. The ideals Morris had propounded
fed the outlooks of  the Art Workers Guild which
Bradshaw later joined writes Christine Lindey.

Much of his work in the inter-war years consisted
of commissioned designs for sculptural decoration
of public buildings such as Watford town hall (1933-
4) and the Radcliffe maternity home in Oxford
(1935). He was also very active as a Marxist cultural
worker, organising and designing for campaigns such
as Arms for Spain and celebrations of  the
anniversary of  the Soviet revolution. Sadly, few
works or records remain as his studio was bombed.
The outstanding example of  Bradshaw's work is the
Marx Monument in Highgate cemetery.

In 1955, the Communist Party set up the Marx
Memorial fund. Laurence Bradshaw (1899-1979)
was the man who won the commission to sculpt the
famous brooding monument at Karl Marx's
graveside. Bradshaw viewed the commission as a
tremendous honour. He designed the entire
monument from plinth to the choice of  texts and
their calligraphy. There were practical as well as
aesthetic considerations. The original family
headstone had to be incorporated, the hilly site
allocated was uneven and the tomb had to be
protected from possible attacks. Bradshaw used
military engineering construction methods.

Bradshaw wrote that the first problem was to
produce "not a monument to a man only but to a
great mind and a great philosopher." Convinced that
Marx "would prefer the simplest type of
monument" and that "he would prefer to be on the
Earth and not in the sky," Bradshaw set the powerful
head and shoulders on a body which is not
described but expressed. Designing a plinth of  "a
shape and width that would give the same effect as
Marx himself  would have done if  he was silhouetted
against the sky," Bradshaw set it level with the path
to convey that Marx was among us and "not
towering over the people."



The education revolution
Cuba's alternative to neoliberalism
by Théodore H. MacDonald 
£14.95 (£2 p&p) 265pp Illustrated 
ISBN 978-1-907464-02-7

Published in co-operation with the National
Union of Teachers with a foreword by
Christine Blower, Bill Greenshields and
Martin Ree.

The singular successes of the Cuban
education system are treated to a deep,
comprehensive and fraternal analysis by Dr
MacDonald, the world authority on human
rights and a sharp critic of contemporary
imperialism.

The book covers with great authority
Cuba’s innovative education system, from
pre school and primary education, through
the secondary and tertiary sectors, the
experiences of the pioneering literacy
programmes and the comprehensive nature
of adult education. He locates the children’s
Pioneer movement, the day care system,
school and community relations and
specialist, technical and vocational education
in the framework of Cuba’s distinctive

Granite and Honey
The story of Phil Piratin, Communist MP
by Kevin Marsh and Robert Griffiths
£14.95 (+£1.50 p&p), 256pp illustrated
ISBN 978-1-907464-09-6

This pioneering new biography tells the
story of Phil Piratin, elected Communist MP
for Stepney Mile End in the post-war
General Election that swept Labour to
office on a radical manifesto.

The book reprises the commanding role
that Piratin played in the 1936 Battle of
Cable Street against the Blackshirts. 

For the first time in print, it shows how he
sent a mole into the British Union of
Fascists on that day who provided Piratin
with invaluable information.

This book also recounts Piratin's tenacity
as the MP who helped expose numerous
colonial massacres, including the infamous
Batang Kali case in Malaya.

Piratin also tabled a Private Member's Bill
in Parliament which prefigured the vital
health and safety at work legislation of
future decades.

Building an economy for the people
An alternative economic and political
strategy for 21st Century Britain
Edited by Jonathan White. Contributions from:
Mark Baimbridge; Brian Burkitt; Mary Davis;
John Foster; Marjorie Mayo; Jonathan Michie;
Seumas Milne; Andrew Murray; Roger Seifert;
Prem Sikka; Jonathan White and Philip
Whyman
£6.95 (+£1 p&p) ISBN 978-1-907464-08-9

Based on the policy agenda of Britain's
trade union movement it analyses what is
wrong with the British economy, arguing
that the country's productive base is too
small, that the economy has become too
financialised and that power has become
concentrated on a narrow economic
fraction based in the City.

It insists on the importance of a strategy
that can boost spending power among the
British people, begin to narrow the
widening inequalities in British society and
raise the standard of living and build a new,
democratised public realm that insulates
people from dependence on volatile
financial markets.

www.manifestopress.org.uk 

Spring 2014 titles from
manifesto press 

Lone Red Poppy
A biography of  Dimiter
Blagoev, founder of  the
first marxist circle in Russia
and of  the Bulgarian
Communist Party
by Mercia McDermott

Defence or defiance?
A people’s history of
Derbyshire
Volume 1 to 1860
by Graham Stevenson
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General Strikes: a history and a future
by Graham Stevenson
Building the fight against austerity a
round table discussion of communists
and trade unionists
The Korean Ideology: Marxism and Juche
Part 1 by Kenny Coyle
Their swords shall not rust: the Plebs
League and the Labour College
Movement in the North East by Robert
Turnbull
Genocide - or peace and socialism? 
by Lars Ulrik Thomsen
Reviews: Unity is Strength - a history of
the NUR; Norman Bethune in Spain

Plus Soul Food - CR's regular literary
section, compiled and edited by Arts
editor Mike Quille
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MARX HOUSE was built in 1738 as a Welsh Charity school. It educated boys and later a few
girls – the children of  Welsh artisans living in poverty in Clerkenwell. Gradually the intake
became too large and the school moved to new premises in 1772. After this the building
was divided into separate workshops one of  which became the home to the London

Patriotic Society from 1872 until 1892.

The Twentieth Century Press occupied 37a and 38, and expanded into 37 by 1909 – thereby returning
the House to single occupancy for the first time since its days as a charity school. The Twentieth Century
Press was founded by the Social Democratic Federation as printer for its journal Justice. It was the first
socialist Press in Clerkenwell. An early benefactor was William Morris, who guaranteed the rent of  the
Patriotic Club to the Twentieth Century Press. During its time in Clerkenwell Green, the Twentieth
Century Press produced several of  the earliest English editions of  the works of  Marx and Engels. The
Twentieth Century Press remained at the building until 1922.

Lenin was exiled in London and worked in the building from April 1902 to May 1903. During this
period he shared the office of  Harry Quelch, the director of  the Twentieth Century Press, from there he
edited and printed the journal ISKRA (The Spark), which was smuggled into Russia. The office is still
preserved and open to visitors.

In 1933, the fiftieth anniversary of  the death of  Karl Marx, a delegate meeting comprising trade
unionists, veteran socialists belonging to the Labour Party and Communist Party, and representatives of
the Labour Research Department and Martin Lawrence Publishers Ltd., considered setting up a
Permanent memorial to him. That year also saw the Nazis in Germany burning books. In these
circumstances the meeting resolved that the most appropriate memorial would be a Library. Thus the
Marx Memorial Library and Workers School (as it was then known) was established at 37a Clerkenwell
Green that year. Study classes, held in the evenings, became the distinguishing feature of  the Workers’
School, which was divided into faculties of  science, history and political economy.

In 1934 Viscount Hastings, who had studied under the great Mexican artists Diego Rivera, executed a
large fresco style mural on the wall of  the first-floor reading room. Titled, the Worker of  the Future
Clearing away the Chaos of  Capitalism, it illustrates events and leading thinkers in the history of  British
Labour.

The Library expanded to occupy the whole building over the years. The premises achieved Grade II
listed building status in 1967 and in 1969 the façade was restored to the way it had originally looked in
1738. During further refurbishments in 1986, tunnels were discovered underneath the Library. Their
origins are obscure but they significantly pre-date the building.

Since its establishment the Marx Memorial Library has been the intellectual home of  generations of
scholars interested in studying Marx and Marxism The Library is home to an impressive number and
variety of  archives and collections including the full run of  the Daily Worker and Morning Star, The
International Brigade Archive, Bernal Peace Library, Klugnmann Collection and an extensive Photograph
Library.  As a registered charity we rely on your support to continue our work as one of  the foremost
institutions serving the British Labour Movement and working people, in preserving their past and in
providing practical education for the future.

Marx Memorial Library
and Workers School



Amicus was the product of  a
merger between the AEEU and
MSF, and after only five years it
merged again with the T&G to
become Unite the Union. But its
impact during its short period of
existence was considerable. 

Change the World documents the
brief  but eventful story of
Amicus, and its battle to defend
the rights of  trade unionists in the
constantly shifting global
environment.

£10 Paper back £20 Hard back

Recently recovered from the
archives The Art of  Revolution:
How posters swayed minds, forged
nations and played their part in the
progressive 
movements of  the early 20th
century is lavishly illustrated.

Written by John Callow, Grant
Pooke and Jane Powell the book
is a window into the Marx
Memorial Library Russia and
Sovietcollection.

Currently available from the
library at a limited half-price offer
of  £15 plus postage & packing

Profusely illustrated with original
documents and photographs, and
with specially commissioned
artwork, The Re-Conquest of
Ireland explores Connolly’s
conception of  nationhood, its loss
and the continuing quest for social
justice. It  brings together a
collection of  previously unseen
family papers and writings from
Ireland’s greatest modern
revolutionary.

Through the building of  the trade
union movement in Ireland, side-
by-side with Jim Larkin; to the
Dublin Lock-Out; the outbreak of
war and the Proclamation of  the
Irish Republic, James Connolly
emerges as a leader of  enormous
integrity, bravery and vision,
whose ‘business’ first and
foremost was always revolution.

Marx Memorial Library       37a Clerkenwell Green London EC1R 0DU   (0) 207 253 1485      info@marxlibrary.org.uk   

The Marx Memorial Library has a range of  facilities for hire and is a great place to use for meetings, lectures,
rehearsal space, film shows, book launches and conferences. It is conveniently located with excellent
transport links  We provide access to wifi at no additional cost.  All charges must be paid in advance.
Members and affiliates enjoy a 30% reduction in room hiring costs. Refreshments can be provided at an
additional cost
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Marx Memorial Library

37a Clerkenwell Green, 
London EC1R 0DU 
0 207 253 1485 
www.marx-memorial-library.org

The Marx Memorial Library was founded 
in 1933 to mark the 50th anniversary of  
Marx’s death. It is housed in the building 
used from the 1890s by the Social Democratic
Federation, where Eleanor Marx lectured 
and where in 1901-02 Lenin edited Iskra.

£3 solidarity price 


