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JEREMY CORBYN’S victory in
the Labour Party leadership
ballot should be a cause for

celebration for all workers.
Trade union support was vital to

his success, especially the
courageous stance adopted by some
of the biggest Labour affiliated
unions, notably Unite, Unison and
the CWU.

A gauntlet has been thrown down
by the left and the labour
movement to Britain’s wealthy and
powerful ruling class centred in the
City of London.

Without doubt, the banking and
boardroom tycoons will pick the
gauntlet up. They have no option as
Jeremy Corbyn’s manifesto
challenges their fundamental
interests. His rejection of austerity
for the poor in favour of progressive
taxation for the rich and big
business threatens to derail their
gravy train.

His proposals to take the railways
and energy utilities back into public
ownership would smash the spell
cast by voodoo economics with its
privatisation mantra and his plans
for ‘people’s Quantitative Easing
(QE)’ and a National Investment
Bank would help rebalance Britain’s
economy away from the City casino,
towards manufacturing R&D and
new technology. 

Scrapping Trident and investing
instead in civilian production will
contribute to this same end. But it
could also mark a decisive turn away
from Britain’s dangerous and – for
millions of people in the developing
countries – ruinous alignment with
the US drive for ‘full spectrum
dominance’ of land, sea and space
by military force. 

But be in no doubt, the EU
Commission, European Central
Bank and the anti-trade union EU
Court of Justice will do everything in

their powers to obstruct the
alternative economic and political
programme that Labour under
Corbyn’s leadership must now
pursue.

The forthcoming EU referendum
will provide a huge opportunity for
the labour movement to inflict a
massive defeat on the Tory
government, its City paymasters
and the EU by campaigning against
continued membership.

Corbyn’s campaign has enthused
many thousands of people to see
new hope in the Labour Party. 

The trade unions now have a vital
role to play in ensuring that his
victory helps chart a new course for
Britain. Their organisation,
resources and democratic discipline
will be needed inside and beyond
the Labour Party, coordinated as
never before. Right-wing Labour
MPs and pressure groups funded by
big business can no longer be
allowed to sabotage the
democratically expressed wishes of
the party’s members and
supporters.

Mass campaigning movements
such as the People’s Assembly, CND
and Stop the War must step up
pressure on the Tories and help
create the conditions in which the
progressive Labour alternative can
win further popular approval.

A Labour Party reclaimed by the
labour movement could form a
government that would pursue
policies for peace, environmental
security, sustainable economic
development and social justice in a
federal Britain.

A stronger Communist Party,
organised on every front of struggle,
applying a concrete Marxist analysis
to concrete problems, will have
an indispensable role to play
if Britain is to take the road to
socialism. 
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Jez we did!

Welcome 
to Brighton
Congress motions this week will call
for a strong agenda for social change
under the slogan great jobs for everyone
yet, in our view, very little of this
progressive (and economically
essential) agenda is compatible with
membership of the European Union.

Later this week we will explain why
and argue that it therefore makes no

sense to continue to back a cynical,
pro-big business EU which drives
forward austerity and privatisation,
while at the same time we are fighting
against the self-same policies in
Britain.

Debates this week will catalogue
the multifarious crimes of this
Conservative government challenging
us on all fronts from the Trade Union
Bill and welfare reform to further
privatisation of education and health.

And the horrendous legacy of
British foreign policy – whether
Labour or Tory – can be seen daily

from the Mediterranean sea to the
English Channel and all points in
between.

In recent weeks no one has been
more vehement in defence of the
rights of all working women and men
than Jeremy Corbyn and it is very
heartening how this has found
resonance with so many people.
Have a good

Congress.

Anita Halpin 
Unity! editor
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Morning Star Fringe
Kill the Bill
Winning the Public Debate
Monday 14 September
Room 6, 3rd Floor Brighton Centre
5.45pm (straight after close of
conference)



MEDIA

BY BEN CHACKO

HOW QUICKLY the political mood can shift —
as this long summer was beginning, most of us
were still in shock that the Tories had scraped a

parliamentary majority. 
Those who had an eye to spare on the future viewed a Labour

Party leadership race that seemed to promise nothing but a
succession of  washed-out Blairites apologising to the rich for
failing to bow low enough in May. 

As we approach TUC, the scene is transformed. Jeremy
Corbyn — a weekly Morning Star columnist for over a decade —
could become the first socialist leader of  the Labour Party in a
generation.  In the process, he has inspired hundreds of
thousands of  people, most of  them very young, to take part in a
politics that had seemed irrelevant to their lives before. 

After decades of  defeat, Jeremy has put hope back on the
agenda. But the Establishment response has been hysterical.
Take a look at the billionaire-owned British press and a man who
has fought for peace, justice and equality his whole life is being
slandered as a friend of  terrorists and foreign dictators and even,
most disgustingly, as an anti-semite. 

The mud-slinging has not simply consisted of  the Tory-
supporting right of  the press. The Guardian and the Independent
have joined in too. Of  British dailies, only the Morning Star has
given Jeremy Corbyn its full-throated support, right from the
start of  the campaign.  That’s because unlike the other papers
we’re not here to critique this or that aspect of  a political
establishment we basically support. 

We oppose the capitalist system. We want something better.
And we’re the only daily paper that campaigns for a different
sort of  politics day in, day out. 

We’re able to do this because we’re not owned by a fat-cat
press baron but by our own readers. Anyone can buy a share,
meaning anyone can have a say at the annual AGM meetings
which hold me and the paper’s leadership to account. 

We also have a unique bond with the trade union movement.
Nine national trade unions have seats on our management
committee — representing more than half  the trade union
members in the country.  In a very real sense, we are the paper
of  the labour movement. 

It’s no surprise, then, that the Morning Star has also been the
paper at the forefront of  battling the most vicious attack on
labour rights taking place anywhere in Europe today — the Tory
trade union Bill which seeks to make strike action all but
impossible and allow bosses to bus in scab labour whenever
they want. 

In this our 85th year our most precious voice in the media has
gone from strength to strength, rolling out themed bumper
editions on topics of  acute importance to working people, from
the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership to the fight
to save the NHS, covering a greater range of  grassroots struggle
than before and ensuring we tell the stories that really matter to
working people. And after a difficult decade our circulation is
beginning to rise. But we can’t do it without you —
our paper has a long way to go not just to
reach the audience we need but to secure
our own future in a cut-throat capitalist
world.  If  you’re not a daily reader, why not
give it a try? 
BEN CHACKO IS EDITOR OF THE MORNING STAR

POLITICS

BY GRAHAM STEVENSON

ALABOUR PRIME minister
once chose to believe a
story – fed to him by MI5 –

of a ‘tightly knit group of politically
motivated men’ behind disputes like
the 1966 seamen's strike. 

But from the communists who led the
pioneer nurses’ union and the Lancashire
weavers to the 1984 miners’ strike it has
been women in the lead as well!

From the 1926 general strike to the
fight against Barbara Castle’s In Place of
Strife anti union laws, Britain’s
communists have been in the heart of
struggles. As the task of  leading the great
unemployed struggles of  1929-39 faded,
the National Unemployed Workers
Movement leader, Wal Hannington,
became national organiser of  the
Amalgamated Engineering Union. 

The party’s legendary general secretary
and boiler makers’ leader Harry Pollitt,
called for a ‘Turn to Industry’ and a new
wave of  union organisation began, with
communists regularly awarded the TUC
Tolpuddle medal for astounding numbers
of  workers recruited. Tom Mann, a
heroic leader of  an older generation was
a communist, as were up and coming
miners’ leaders, Arthur Horner and Abe
Moffatt. During the Second World War,
and for a generation after it, communist
shop stewards became almost the norm.
The reason so many known communists
were elected by their workmates was
because of  their incorruptibility.

As the Cold War faded, Bert

Ramelson, the party’s national industrial
organiser from the mid-1960s – made
famous by the tabloids – pioneered the
modern idea of  a broad left. The alliance
between communists and other lefts was
so potent that Ramelson commented that
the party only had to ‘float an idea early
in the year and it will be official Labour
Party policy by the autumn’. A full quarter
of  the delegates to the 1973 TUC
congress were reputed to be Party
members.

This unity at base level was one reason
why the Labour right wing were so keen
to weaken the role of  unions in Labour’s
policy making and candidate selection.

The sharp decline in union membership
during the 1980s was initially mainly due
to the high levels of  unemployment. A
high point of  12 per cent of  the working
population was hit in 1983. Sectors like
coal, steel, and manufacturing were
particularly hit. Until recently, a big
exception was the public sector, which
saw an expansion and strengthening of
trade union organisation. But the working
class also suffered a series of  major
defeats. Proceeding cautiously at first, and
aware of  the defeat inflicted on Heath’s
anti-union Bill Thatcher’s strategy was to
isolate key groups of  workers and
introduce anti union laws piecemeal. 

What goes round, comes round; all
Tory leaders have plugged away
relentlessly seeking to sap the life blood
of  organised labour.

GRAHAM STEVENSON IS

THE COMMUNIST PARTY’S
NATIONAL TRADE UNION

ORGANISER

Join Britain’s revolutionary party of
working class power and liberation
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The Communist Party punches well
above its weight but, with more
members, we could achieve more. Will
you consider joining? Since our last
Congress, the Communist Party has
redoubled its effort amongst trades
unionists to combat the present Tory
offensive.  One  feature has been the
strengthening of  the party’s industry-
based specialist and groups that advise
the party executive, along with a higher
level of  promotion of   Unity! at union
conferences and events. 

A big increase in the role of  Young
Communist League members in our

work is increasingly evident
and there are exciting new possibilities
for unionisation in the fast food sector.

Last month we held our first weekend
school for Young Workers in the party’s
trade union cadre development
programme. 

We are developing educational
resources, such as podcasts, short films,
tutors’ notes, to reach out to a new
generation of  potential activists.  

To join, offer help, or if  you have any
queries about the Communist Party’s
trade union policy and work, email:
tradeunion@communist-party.org.uk

KilltheBill!

Communist Party.org.uk                      

Out now! Communist Party  case
against the new anti union laws
proposed by the Tory government.
£1
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ISSN 1474-9246. £2.50 (+p&p). 
The ‘New’ Imperialism by Zoltan Zigedy;
Latin America, Revolutionary
Developments and Challenge by Albano
Nunes; Oppression and Freedom in the
Old Testament, Part 2 by Thomas
Wagner; The Class Struggle versus the
Caste System in India and Britain by Dyal
Bagri. Plus Book Reviews: Losurdo on
Stalin, review by Roland Boer; A Valuable
Book on Economics, review by Lars Ulrik
Thomsen; Enveloping the Core of  Marx’s
Work in a Degree of  Mist, review by John
Ellison; Plugging an Important Gap for
Studies of  Gramsci, review by Martin Levy

Party and class

Kill the Bill!
Fringe Rally
Sunday evening 7pm
Regency Room, The Old Ship Hotel

Kings Road, Brighton BN1 1NR
Professor Keith Ewing IER
Frances O’Grady TUC 
John Hendy QC CTUF
Len McClusky Unite
John McDonnell MP Labour
Mark Serwotka PCS
Chris Stevens MP SNP
Carolyn Jones IER chair
Campaign for Trade Union Freedom
Institute of  Employment Rights

Stop Press
Look out for today’s special
edition of the Morning Star with
the result of Labour leadership
election; a historic event and a
historic paper being the first ever
Sunday edition.


