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This pamphlet provides a full record of the political statements issued by the
Communist Party of Britain from its 53rd Congress in November 2014 to its
54th Congress in November 2016. 
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Political Committee, 3 December 2014:
IT’S NOT ABOUT THE DEFICIT

‘The coalition government’s strategy aims to increase corporate profits
and enrich the rich still further – it is not primarily about the deficit or the
National Debt’, Communist Party general secretary Robert Griffiths told the
party’s political committee on Wednesday evening.

He was speaking immediately after Chancellor George Osborne
delivered his Autumn Statement in the House of  Commons.

Osborne announced further cuts in government spending on welfare
benefits, public sector pay and pensions, local government and on other social
programmes while handing more money to businesses in tax and rates relief.

‘Yet while the Tories and their LibDem helpers again fall short of  their
deficit reduction targets and the National Debt continues to grow, there is no
negative reaction in the bond or currency markets’, Mr Griffiths declared.

‘That’s because the City is satisfied that the coalition is delivering on its
real agenda of  privatisation, tax cuts for the rich and big business and a
flexible labour market which drives down pay, employment terms and
conditions and trade unionism’, he said.

The CP leader accused the Chancellor and the ‘monopoly mass media’ of
perpetrating a ‘gigantic fraud’ on the working class and peoples of  Britain.

‘There has been no economic recovery as far as output per head of
population is concerned’, Mr Griffiths argued. He explained that while
Britain’s GDP has now returned to pre-recession levels, it’s taking an extra
3.5 million people to produce it. 

‘GDP per head is still 3.4 per cent lower than in early 2008’, he pointed
out, ‘while working class living standards have been slashed for the benefit of
corporate fat cat executives and shareholders’.

Although Britain’s communists welcomed the transfer of  more tax
powers to the Scottish parliament and government, in line with the
recommendations of  the Smith Commission, they oppose any devolution of
corporation tax and employment law including the national minimum wage.

‘We want to see the Scottish and Welsh legislatures using new powers to
challenge big business control of  the economy, led by a united labour
movement – not to lower wages and boost profits in a race to the bottom’,
CP international secretary John Foster insisted.  

The Communist Party reiterated its demands for a substantial increase in
wages, pensions and benefits across Britain, selective price controls, a Wealth
Tax on the rich, higher taxation of  big business profits, the closure of
overseas tax havens under British control, a massive council house building
programme and nationalisation of  the energy, transport, banking, armaments
and pharmaceutical industries.
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International Secretary, 18 December 2014:
THE MIAMI FIVE

The Communist Party of  Britain welcomes the release of  the three
remaining Miami Five prisoners unjustly held by the United States for the past
sixteen years.  This act demonstrates the effectiveness of  the world-wide
campaign for their release and the efforts of  the Cuban government, with the
assistance of  Pope Francis, to restore diplomatic relations with the US.  At the
same time the illegal US trade embargo against Cuba continues. Despite
repeated condemnation by the United Nations, this penalises all countries and
organisations that seek to trade with Cuba. 

We also note and condemn the Bill passed by the US Congress this week
placing new sanctions on Venezuela in addition to those imposed earlier in
the year.  Like the trade blockade on Cuba, these sanctions seek use
economic warfare against people – in this case worsening the already serious
impact of  the fall in oil prices on Venezuela’s main export.  We call on the
British government to oppose these sanctions and to step up the demand for
an end to the US trade embargo on Cuba.  

Executive Committee, 11 January 2015:
COMMUNISTS CONDEMN ‘BARBAROUS MURDERS’ AND WESTERN
‘HYPOCRISY’

‘Britain’s communists condemn without reservation the barbarous
murders in Paris of  journalists and other civilians by jihadist terrorists’,
Communist Party of  Britain general secretary Robert Griffiths declared at the
weekend.

‘Hard-won democratic and human rights must always be defended
against reactionary elements and states that seek to undermine and destroy
them’, he told the party’s two-day executive committee meeting at its
headquarters in Ruskin House, Croydon.

Mr Griffiths also reaffirmed the Communist Party’s long-standing
commitment to secularism, multiculturalism and working class unity against all
forms of  racism – including anti-Semitism and Islamophobia – and religious
fundamentalism.

But he slammed the ‘hypocrisy’ and ‘double standards’ of  politicians and
commentators who deplored the shooting of  Charlie Hebdo journalists last
Thursday, yet who had justified the US and NATO bombing of  Serbian and
Al-Jazeera television stations during the wars in Yugoslavia, Afghanistan and
Iraq, killing many more broadcasters and civilian workers.

‘It should be remembered that the seeds of  Islamist terrorism were sown
by the US, British and NATO interventions in Afghanistan and Iraq, beginning
with Western and Saudi Arabian backing for the mujahideen and Osama Bin
Laden against progressive, pro-women regimes in Kabul’, the CP leader
pointed out.

At this first meeting of  the new executive committee since the party’s
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53rd congress last November, officers were elected for a two-year term of
office: Liz Payne (chair), Ruth Styles (vice-chair), Robert Griffiths (general
secretary), Graham Stevenson (trade union organiser), John Foster
(international secretary), Anita Halpin (editor of  party bulletin Unity!) and Bill
Greenshields (political education organiser). 

National organiser Ben Stevenson, Morning Star acting editor Ben Chacko
and London CP district secretary Steve Johnson will join the main officers on
the party’s political committee.

Looking ahead to this year and next, the new executive adopted a
detailed strategic plan to strengthen the labour movement politically; build the
People’s Assembly together with the women’s, peace and other progressive
movement; secure more support of  every kind for Britain’s only left-wing
daily newspaper, the Morning Star; and to extend the Communist Party’s
organisation and political influence.

More immediately, Britain’s communists urged support for the CND
‘Wrap Up Trident’ demonstration on January 24 and the Women’s Assembly
against Austerity on February 14.

Political Committee, 21 January 2015:
COMMUNISTS ATTACK LABOUR’S ‘VOTE-LOSING FAILURES’

‘Labour is failing to put forward a clear, popular and progressive policy on
each of  the five key General Election issues identified in recent public opinion
polls’, Communist Party chair Liz Payne told the party’s political committee
yesterday ( January 21).

‘While the public agree that protecting and improving the NHS is a top
priority, the Labour Party leadership will not pledge to halt and reverse the
damage done by the Private Finance Initiative, private treatment centres and
other privatisation measures, nor will they attack the rampant “Big Pharma”
profiteering by taking the pharmaceutical industry into public ownership’, she
accused.

On pensions and benefits, Ms Payne urged Labour to oppose the
demonisation of  the poor, unemployed and disabled and focus instead on
Britain’s huge inequalities in income and wealth.

‘In the world’s sixth wealthiest economy, we can easily afford decent
incomes for all by taxing the rich and big business, closing Britain’s overseas
tax havens and scrapping nuclear weapons’, the newly elected CP chair
declared. 

On immigration, which some polls claim is in the top two of  public
concerns, she said the root cause of  most dissatisfaction should be addressed.

‘Too many workers are in low-paid and precarious employment if  they
can find a job at all – yet pro-big business spokesperson Chuka Umunna and
the Shadow Cabinet refuse to commit a future Labour government to a living
wage, compulsory equal pay audits in the private sector or the total abolition
of  zero-hour contracts’, Ms Payne pointed out.
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Britain’s communists fundamentally oppose the imposition of  a ‘flexible
labour market’ in line with the basic treaties of  the European Union.

‘The ability of  big companies and gangmasters to shunt low-paid, super-
exploited labour around Europe makes many workers fear for their own jobs
and living standards’, she insisted.

‘But instead of  demonising migrant workers, governments should ensure
decent wages and working conditions for all’.

In particular, the Communist Party calls for a Trade Union Freedom Act
to abolish Britain’s highly restrictive anti-union laws, thereby allowing unions
to fight for better terms and conditions without fear of  legal diktat and
sequestration.

The CP political committee argued that Tory plans for a new round of
anti-strike measures in the public sector further strengthened the case for a
Labour victory on May 7, despite Labour’s ‘vote-losing’ failures.

The Communist Party will field its own candidates in at last eight seats
across Britain, including Mollie Stevenson (Newcastle upon Tyne East),
Robert Griffiths (Merthyr Tydfil & Rhymney), Zoe Henessy (Glasgow North
West), Ben Stevenson (Croydon North), Andy Chaffer (Birmingham Hodge
Hill), Laura-Jane Rossington (Plymouth Sutton & Devonport), Steve Andrew
(Sheffield Central) and Gerry Sables (North Devon). 

On the other two top five issues where Labour is accused of  timidity, the
communists will be campaigning for public ownership of  energy and banking
and Britain’s withdrawal from the ‘imperialist, militarist and anti-democratic
EU’.

BRITAIN NEEDS PROGRESSIVE FEDERALISM NOT TORY PLANS TO
DEVOLVE AUSTERITY

Instead of  devolving real powers to Scotland to enhance public services
and intervene in the economy in the interests of  workers and their families,
the Tory-LibDem coalition intends to devolve the responsibility for enforcing
austerity.

The draconian fiscal framework set out in today’s legislative proposals will
drastically limit the capacity of  the Scottish parliament and government to
borrow to fund public services or invest in the economy. Raising taxes to
spend and invest could still lead to a reduction in Scotland’s annual block grant
from London, undermining the effectiveness of  some new tax-raising powers
meaningless.

Most importantly, there is no element of  redistribution in today’s
proposals that would transfer wealth from the richest section of  Britain’s
population concentrated in south-east England to Scotland, Wales and the
English regions.

At the same time, the block grant’s Barnett Formula is not to be
amended to reflect levels of  deprivation and need, perpetuating the unfair
treatment of  Wales and the English regions.
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Between them, London’s fiscal straightjacket and EU basic treaties would
make it all but impossible for a future Scottish government to take vital
industries and services into public ownership.

It is also significant that the financing of  political parties has been
specifically excluded from Edinburgh’s proposed new powers over the
electoral process, enabling Scottish Tories to continue enjoying massive
outside subsidies from big business and the City.  

While the SNP and Plaid Cymru seek to cut Scotland and Wales off from
a united political class struggle to redistribute wealth across Britain, and the
Labour leadership has largely opted out so far, the Communist Party will
continue to campaign for a Wealth Tax, a financial transaction levy on the City
of  London, higher corporation tax on big business profits and a major
reduction in VAT. 

Instead of  the SNP policy to devolve and cut corporation tax in a race to
the bottom with England, Wales and Northern Ireland, Britain’s communists
call for a system of  ‘progressive federalism’, giving guaranteed financial and
law-making powers to Scottish and Welsh parliaments and English regions,
redistributing wealth and planning economic development for the benefit of
all. 

Political Committee, 18 February 2015:
BRITAIN MUST BREAK WITH AUSTERITY, THE EU AND NATO

In his report to the Communist Party of  Britain's political committee on
Wednesday evening (February 18), CP international secretary John Foster
insisted strongly that a Labour government should take a new path in
domestic and foreign policy.  

'The current negotiations between the European Union and Greece are a
stark reminder of  the EU’s anti-democratic character', he declared. 

'The economically most powerful states in the EU are determined to
assert the neo-liberal predominance of  Europe’s biggest monopolies and
banks over the democratic will of  the Greek people. It was this dominance
that caused the economic crisis in the first place. It is now intensifying it.

'This is the danger of  Syriza’s commitment to the eurozone and its offer
to run a 1.5 per cent budget surplus. This would enable EU leaders to make
limited concessions in order to secure a settlement which continues to erode
the rights not just of  the people of  Greece but of  working people across
Europe. The drive to reduce standards, enforce labour market ‘flexicurity’
and eliminate ‘barriers to competition’ will intensify. On this front, there is no
difference between the predominance given to big business by the Lisbon
Treaty and that which would be imposed by the Transatlantic Trade and
Investment Partnership. 

'Every support must be given to the Greek people in this crisis. They
voted overwhelmingly against austerity and to take democratic control of
their economy. Their struggle is now integral to the defence of  democracy
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and popular sovereignty across Europe.
'In Britain, exactly the same big business forces are poised to take

advantage of  a Tory election victory. The EU’s ‘balanced budget’
requirements will be used to push forward privatisation of  the NHS and
schools, destroy what remains of  the public sector and introduce a new
round of  anti-trade union laws. 

'This is why a clear Labour victory on May 7 is essential.
'Ed Miliband is right to demand higher taxes on the very rich and to

identity the problems posed by Britain’s massive array of  tax havens. 
'But the great majority of  people in Britain want more. They want public

ownership of  the utilities and an end to austerity. The Competition and
Markets Authority report on energy companies reveals the futility of  simply
capping prices. And the answer to tax havens in Britain’s overseas territories
and dependencies is for the British government to use its powers to impose
the same tax obligations as here at home.

'Most crucially of  all, Labour also needs to break with the most lethal part
of  the New Labour heritage, namely, its costly and dangerous nuclear alliance
with the US. Events in Ukraine since the US-backed coup have demonstrated
all the dangers of  NATO expansionism.

'Last September, Cameron hosted the NATO summit in Newport which
agreed to ‘Operation Spearhead’. This was completed last month, with new
NATO military command centres operational in Poland, Romania, Bulgaria,
Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania. Six NATO countries, including Britain, are now
committed to a lightning mobilisation of  25,000 troops on Russia’s borders
within seven days.  

'As the US hawks press for military intervention in Ukraine, Labour
should remember that Blair’s most damaging error was in Iraq. Labour must
reconsider its nuclear stance and at the same time press for the full
implementation of  the Minsk Agreement guaranteeing the economic and
territorial integrity of  the autonomous republics of  eastern Ukraine', Mr
Foster concluded.

Executive Committee, 15 March 2015:
COMMUNISTS UNVEIL ELECTION STRATEGY TO CHALLENGE BRITAIN’S
ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL CRISIS

‘Britain faces the prospect of  a hung parliament in the fourth General
Election in a row in which the Tories have failed to win a majority of  seats’,
Nick Wright told the Communist Party’s executive committee over the
weekend.

Not only does the first past the post electoral system deny huge blocs of
voters any proportional representation, he argued, but the interests of  the
working class majority were almost completely excluded from parliamentary
and public life.

‘The private place-seeking of  the likes of  Jack Straw and Malcolm Rifkind
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obscures the deeper corruption of  a parliament which acts as the
unchallenged executive arm of  the bankers and big business’, the CPB
Southern England district secretary declared.

He pointed to recent public opinion polls confirming that most people
favour public ownership of  the energy utilities, renationalisation of  the
railways and Royal Mail and controls on public transport fares and household
fuel prices, while opposition to the privatisation of  schools and the NHS is
almost universal.

‘Yet any measure which has the potential to challenge the dictatorship of
capital can hardly find a hearing in the Westminster parliament, let alone win a
majority there’, Mr Wright protested.

He outlined a ‘modest but vital’ role for Britain’s communists in the
unfolding election campaign. The party’s candidates in Birmingham Hodge
Hill, Croydon North, Devon North, Glasgow North West, Merthyr Tydfil &
Rhymney, Newcastle East, Plymouth Sutton & Devonport, Sheffield Central
and Torfaen will be presenting the ‘stark truth’ that Britain’s economic and
political crisis is a capitalist crisis. 

‘Our party will strive to place working class concerns at the centre of
politics, proposing left-wing and anti-imperialist policies that can unleash the
creative power of  Britain’s working people’, he explained.

As head of  the party’s publicity team, Mr Wright revealed that the
Communist election campaign would including giant billboards in all contested
constituencies, featuring ‘Tax the Rich!’ as their main slogan.    

The CPB leadership reiterated its call for the defeat and removal of  the
Tory-led coalition, which it argued would mean having to vote for Labour
candidates in most seats – especially marginal ones – across England, Scotland
and Wales, in order to secure an alternative government.

The executive committee also announced its support for a ‘Red Star
2015’ weekend of  Marxist debates, rallies and cultural events in Clerkenwell,
London, on the weekend of  August 1-2.

General Secretary, 18 March 2015:
THE ATTACK ON PUBLIC SERVICES AND THE POOR INTENSIFIES

Repeating the lie that Britain’s chief  problem is government borrowing and
spending, Chancellor and hereditary millionaire George Osborne intends to
intensify his attack on public services, public sector workers and on the
unemployed, sick and disabled who rely on welfare benefits.

In order to reduce the government’s funding deficit by an extra £30
billion to 2018, the Tories and their little LibDem helpers would slash
spending on public sector services, wages and pensions by £13bn and on
benefits by £12bn. The cuts would be twice as deep over the next two years
as this year and previously.

The other £5bn would be found from feeble measures to tackle the tax
dodgers.
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In other words, more than twice as much would be squeezed from
welfare claimants and the poorest one-fifth of  the population who own no
net wealth at all, than from the richest 1 per cent of  the population who are
hiding somewhere between £2,000bn and £4,000bn in tax havens around the
world.

Any Tory or Labour government serious about closing the public finances
deficit could do it at a stroke by placing a modest 2 per cent wealth tax on the
richest 10 per cent of  the population and abolishing the tax haven status of
Britain’s crown dependencies and overseas territories from the Isle of  Man to
the British Virgin Islands.

But instead of  slapping a windfall tax on the monopoly profits of  the
banks, supermarkets, energy utilities and arms companies, Chancellor
Osborne hands out more than £1bn in tax relief  to the oil and gas
corporations and boasts that tax-dodging multinational companies here pay
less tax on their profits than almost anywhere else in the developed world.

However, the biggest winners from this Budget may turn out to be the
very City of  London crooks and spivs who fund the Tory Party. Osborne
announced today that the same vultures who mis-sold workplace pensions
and payment protection insurance can now sink their claws into annuities sold
by today’s as well as tomorrow’s pensioners.  

Behind Osborne’s bluff and bluster, the reality is that the Office for
Budget Responsibility forecasts a slow-down in Britain’s economic growth
from 2.5 per cent this year to lower rates all the way to 2019-20. Even that
presumes that this new round of  public spending cuts doesn’t strangle
economic recovery as they did after his 2010 emergency budget.

Far from the Tories and LibDems reducing inequality and raising
everybody’s living standards, last week’s survey from the right-wing Social
Market Foundation indicated that the wealthiest one-fifth of  the population
are 64 per cent better off than a decade ago, while the poorest one-fifth are
57 per cent worse off.

The tragedy is that the Labour Party leadership has largely swallowed the
Tory line that austerity is more important than investment in public services,
public ownership and planning when it comes to health, education, housing,
energy and public transport.

Even so, it is now clearer than ever that victory on May 7 would be taken
by the Tories as the signal to make far deeper and quicker cuts in public
services and the welfare state than Labour would, supplemented by more
privatisation and a new barrage of  anti-trade union laws.

That is the real substance of  this Tory-led government’s ‘long-term
economic plan’ and why it must be derailed at the forthcoming General
Election.
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Political Committee, 15 April 2015:
TORY PLOT TO ROB WORKING CLASS OF HOUSING

Tory plans to sell off Britain's remaining social housing will mean ‘theft from
the working class’, the Communist Party has charged. David Cameron's
extremist bid to force housing associations to flog stock at massive discounts
would spell the end of  affordable housing in city centres and see working
people crowded into flat and room-shares reminiscent of  19th century slums,
the party's political committee heard. 

Morning Star acting editor Ben Chacko warned that the
Conservative manifesto was a declaration of  class war which would strip
workers of the right to strike. 

‘The best evidence that a Labour victory in May is worth fighting for is the
panic the prospect clearly causes the Establishment’, he said, pointing to ever
more desperate attacks on Labour leader Ed Miliband's private life and
character. 

Mr Miliband's periodic departures from the neoliberal new Labour
script were modest, but were enough to tell the ruling class ‘they can't rely on
him’– prompting a deluge of  crude propaganda.

John Foster addressed the situation in Scotland, where the SNP look set to
take many Labour seats. 

‘We have to be clear – the SNP is not a party of  our class, it doesn't think
of  itself  in class terms’, he warned, ‘The strength of  nationalism derives from
the weakness of  class consciousness.’

The political committee condemned the Ukrainian regime's banning
of communist symbols and called for maximum turnout for the
international day of  solidarity with Venezuela on Sunday, which will see
pickets outside the US embassy in Grosvenor Square, London, and the US
consulate in Edinburgh from 11am. 

It also welcomed the People's Manifesto published for the election by the
People's Assembly Against Austerity. 

International Secretary, 5 May 2015:
JOINT STATEMENT BY THE COMMUNIST PARTIES OF BRITAIN, RUSSIA,
FRANCE, GERMANY AND THE USA

May 8 2015 marks the 70th anniversary of  the victory of  freedom over
fascist tyranny in Europe. It was achieved by an alliance of  the peoples of  the
Soviet Union, Britain, USA, France and the communist-led resistance forces
across Europe, China and south-east Asia.

The toll was on a scale never experienced before. Soldiers died by the
million, but it was civilians who bore the greatest losses. The bestiality of  the
Nazis and their allies has left its stain on human history forever. Every school
child can link Hitlerism to what is today, maybe too simply, described as the
"Holocaust". In the Soviet Union and among the Jewish communities of  the
Baltic States and Eastern Europe, in particular, tens of  millions of  innocents



perished. These systematic killings across Europe included the disabled, those
stigmatised for their sexual orientation and ethnic minority communities such
as the Roma. We must ensure that future generations of  young people do
not forget such monstrous crimes.

The 1920s and 1930s had sounded the alarm. Aided and encouraged by
capitalist ruling classes across Europe, fascism took the offensive against
democracy and peace, and sought to encircle and destroy the first workers’
state in the Soviet Union.

History will not forget the fascist coup in Rome, the fraudulent Reichstag
fire, the invasion and gassing of  Abyssinia, the fascist putsch in Spain nor the
betrayal at Munich. Throughout the 1930s, the communists struggled to
gather together those honest, decent, brave and democratically minded
forces which alone could stem the tide of  barbarism.

Victory resulted from sacrifice on the home and war fronts, on land, sea
and in the air, and in the factories, cities and forests wherever resistance
gathered. This is how we remember the victory: as a triumph of  life over
death and an affirmation of  the vitality of  democracy, led by the working
people and their allies. At Nuremburg the world condemned fascism. The
phrase 'Never Again' found a popular echo.

The year 1945 marked a decisive shift in favour of  progress and against
the forces of  reaction. The defeat of  fascism and nazism and the determining
role played in these times by the Soviet Union had an immense impact on the
democratic forces and on the peoples who, in the whole world, were fighting
against colonialism and imperialism.

A united World Federation of  Trade Unions was formed alongside the
new United Nations. The Universal Declaration of  Human Rights was widely
embraced. We, the signatory communist parties of  Russia, Britain, France,
USA and Germany, restate our pride in the heroic sacrifice of  our members
and supporters who staffed the front ranks of  the struggle.

The communists were the first to be tortured in concentration camps,
they were among the first to volunteer to fight in the valleys of  Spain and, as
at Stalingrad, when they were most needed they took “not one step back!”.
Seventy years on, fascism and racism are on the march again.

There are provocateurs agitating to rewrite the history of  the war so that
they can redraw present-day geographical borders. In this, NATO warlords
encourage them.

The same ruling classes that appeased and collaborated with fascism
before and during the Second World War today assert an equivalence
between communism and fascism. There are powerful forces in ruling circles
who wish to see modern day Russia surrounded and isolated . In Ukraine, it is
specifically the massacre of  trade unionists in Odessa that very clearly
showed how the USA, the European Union and the NATO relied on the anti-
communist, ultra-nationalist and neo-fascist movements in their confrontation
with Russia.
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Much of  this is to divert attention from capitalism’s chronic failure to
meet the employment, health, housing, education and other social needs of
new generations.

Everywhere, the sovereignty of  the people is challenged, with millions
uprooted and driven across continents in a desperate search for peace, work
and security.

So the communists come forward again to warn of  the mortal dangers
posed by a capitalist system in crisis. The social and political gains won in the
wake of  1945 are being attacked and rolled back. The peoples of  Europe
must, once again, be vigilant and prepared to combat the chauvinism, racism,
fascism and militarism which breed in conditions of  capitalist crisis and
austerity.

We call all the democratic, progressive and peaceful forces, the working
people across Europe, who fight for peace, social justice and for freedom
over tyranny, to play their part in this historic struggle for a new and just social
order, for socialism.

¡No pasarán! They shall not pass!

National Election Agent, 8 May 2015:
COMMUNIST VOTES IN THE GENERAL ELECTION

Candidates for the Communist Party of  Britain scored a total of  1230
votes in the nine constituencies which the party contested.   

Commenting on the results, national election agent Martin Levy said:
'Our comrades can be proud of  what they have achieved. While for

communists it is plain that a fundamental change is essential, it is not easy to
get that message across and win support for it in the current political climate.  

But our campaign was not principally about gaining votes.  It was about
raising awareness in the labour movement of  the need not just to endorse
alternative policies but to develop mass struggle for them. That is the position
that we shall to continue to propagate in the coming period.

Our campaigning work has also raised the profile of  the Party, gained us
respect and won us new friends and political contacts, laying the basis for
building a stronger Communist Party'.

Political Committee, 11 May 2015:
REVOLT AGAINST TORY BIG BUSINESS RULE!

The Tories have received a ‘green light’ to intensify the ruling class
offensive on every front, Communist Party general secretary Robert Griffiths
declared on Monday evening.

Addressing an emergency meeting of  the party’s political committee, he
forecast a ‘renewed assault’ on working class living standards, public services
and democratic rights, while renewal of  Britain’s Trident nuclear weapons
system would ‘accelerate a new arms race and threaten world peace’.

Mr Griffiths warned that local government and the Welfare State were
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now in danger of  being ‘hacked to death’ by a fresh and bigger round of  cuts,
while workers could expect vicious attacks on their employment and trade
union rights.

In assessing the General Election, he also attacked the Labour Party
campaign for lacking courage and clarity because its manifesto ‘failed to
represent the real interests of  millions of  working class electors – and they
sensed it’.

In particular, he pointed to Labour’s refusal to ‘confront monopoly
capitalism’ with policies for public ownership, economic planning and
modernisation and a massive redistribution of  wealth across a federal Britain.

‘Now the floodgates have been opened for a grisly procession of  New
Labour relics who want a return to full-scale Labour grovelling to big business,
the gutter press, the EU, the US and NATO’, he commented.

But the Communist Party leader also said the potential existed to build a
‘broad-based, people’s alliance’ against Tory big business rule, drawing
together the trade unions, workers on benefits, the unemployed, tenants,
carers and peace campaigners. 

'This is no time for a parliamentary fatalism that thinks nothing can or
should be done to get rid of  the Tories until the year 2020', Mr Griffiths
remarked. ‘The all-Britain demonstration against austerity organised by the
People’s Assembly for June 20 in London can mark the beginning of  a huge
fight-back against a regime voted in by only one-quarter of  the electorate’.

Britain’s communists also announced their intention to help build a ‘left
and progressive alliance against EU austerity, privatisation and anti-democratic
diktat’ in preparation for a referendum on Britain’s membership in 2017.

‘The left and labour movement should not allow the Tory and UKIP right
to monopolise the anti-EU case with their reactionary anti-regulation and
anti-foreigner arguments’, Mr Griffiths insisted. 

Executive Committee, 17 May 2015:
COMMUNISTS URGE ‘MASS MOVEMENT TO DRIVE OUT THE TORIES’

A mass movement against cuts and privatisation needs to be built to drive
the Tories out of  office as soon as possible, general secretary Robert Griffiths
told the Communist Party executive committee at the weekend.

‘Why should millions of  people have to suffer five full years of  misery at
the hands of  a government which received the votes of  only 24 per cent of
the electorate’, he declared.

Mr Griffiths argued that bringing down a government in crisis is not an
unrealistic prospect when ‘the economic recovery is fragile, unbalanced and
driven by debt and inflated capital and property values’. In particular, he
pointed to the British economy’s low levels of  investment and productivity
and high level of  imports.

The executive committee urged trades unions to help ensure massive
turnouts for the People’s Assembly and Scottish TUC demonstrations on June
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20 in London and Glasgow against austerity. 
The CP leader also predicted that Tory divisions over the EU would

come to the fore as negotiations progressed and a referendum over Britain’s
membership drew nearer.

‘However, Labour will only be able to take full advantage of  these
divisions if  it has switched to supporting popular sovereignty and a
referendum, and so is no longer alongside the Tory government, the City and
big business in backing Britain’s membership of  the monopoly capitalist and
militarist EU’, Mr Griffiths remarked.

Britain’s Communists set themselves the strategic objective of  building a
coalition with other socialists, trade unionists and peace campaigners to
project the ‘democratic, working class and internationalist case’ against EU
membership in the referendum campaign.

The CP executive also identified the need to strengthen the trade union,
peace, women’s and tenants’ and movements to meet the challenges posed
by the election of  a Tory government.

On the future direction of  the Labour Party, Mr Griffiths urged the trades
unions to ‘fulfil their historic responsibility’ to reclaim it as a party that
represents working class interests. If  there is no significant sign of  progress by
next year’s Labour Party conference at the latest, he added, steps should be
taken to ‘re-establish a mass party of  labour’.  

Welcoming the resignation of  Jim Murphy as Scottish Labour leader, he
urged the labour movement to come out clearly in favour of  a federal Britain,
based on the devolved national legislatures and – where the demand exists –
directly elected regional assemblies in England.

But the CP leadership warned that ‘fiscal autonomy’ for Scotland could
be a trap to devolve responsibility for imposing austerity to Edinburgh, when
an extensive redistribution of  wealth across the nations and regions of  Britain
is needed instead.

The CP executive also congratulated its nine parliamentary candidates on
fighting the most vigorous campaign since the Communist Party’s re-
establishment in 1988, and noted that local government candidates in
Manchester and Devon had won up to 11 per cent of  the poll.

LGBT RIGHTS
The Communist Party marks International Day Against Homophobia and

Transphobia by calling for continued efforts to ensure that the equality
already gained in Britain and internationally is retained, and to support
campaigns for continued progress. This must include ending the
discriminatory tests in Britain and elsewhere aimed at LGBT migrants.

General Secretary, 27 May 2015:
AN ANTI-WORKING CLASS, ANTI-PEOPLE, ANTI-DEMOCRATIC QUEEN'S
SPEECH 
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Far from being a ‘programme for working people’, the Tory Queen’s
Speech proposals represent an all-round attack on working class living
standards and democratic rights.

New shackles on our biggest voluntary organisations, the trades unions,
will confirm Britain’s anti-labour laws as the most repressive in Europe. Extra
powers for the intelligence services are unnecessary and the record of
undercover agents spying on, infiltrating and disrupting political, trade union
and environmental movements suggests that new powers to combat
terrorism will sooner or later be turned against lawful domestic dissent.

The renewed drive against state schools in favour of  subsidised ‘free
schools’ and academies will further undermine comprehensive education and
its supervision by democratically elected local authorities.

The theft of  Housing Association properties will see them end up like so
many ex-council houses in the hands of  private landlords and speculators,
while millions of  people on low pay or no pay continue to seek a home to live
in.

The intensified offensive against welfare benefits will plunge many more
children, families and the unemployed into dire poverty. Proposals to freeze
reactionary taxes – those not based on people’s income, wealth and ability to
pay – such as VAT, are intended to squeeze the welfare state and public
sector still further, hitting working people and their families hardest.

The contrast between more spending cuts to social programmes and
massive new spending on a new generation of  nuclear weapons will breathe
fresh life into the slogan ‘Welfare Not Warfare’. Britain’s security is best
protected by maintaining conventional defence and promoting social justice at
home and abroad, not promoting US, NATO and EU expansion while adding
to the world’s stockpile of  nuclear weapons.

While Communists have long supported the devolution of  powers and
resources to Scotland, Wales and local communities, the Tory proposals
contain traps. Without an increase in progressive taxation and measures to
redistribute wealth from the rich and big business to all the nations and
regions of  Britain, greater fiscal autonomy for Scotland, Wales and council
mayors in England will amount to little more than a devolution of
responsibility for imposing austerity budgets.

Raising the slogan 'English votes for English laws' will not resolve the
national question in the interests of  people across Britain, when what is
needed is a fully federal Britain, with powerful regional assemblies in England
where popular demand exists. 

The Communist Party also supports the right of  the people of  Britain to
decide whether they wish to remain in the European Union and continue to
be subject to its anti-democratic, anti-working class treaties, laws, policies and
institutions.

However, we regard this latest referendum pledge from the party which
denied us a vote on the Single European Act and the Maastricht Treaty as a
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sham. For all its posturing, the Cameron government favours continued
British membership of  the pro-big business, pro-austerity, pro-privatisation
EU, in keeping with the interests of  the Tories’ chief  paymasters in the City of
London.

The ‘negotiations’ with the EU will be a charade, used by the Tories to
promote their right-wing agenda attacking migrant workers and employment
rights while protecting City corruption from even the mildest EU regulation.
Cameron will pretend he has won ‘substantial’ concessions from a reluctant
EU, the EU will agree, and most of  the Tories will then join most of  big
business, the LibDems, the SNP and Plaid Cymru in a campaign against
popular sovereignty and for continuing EU rule.

The Communist Party will campaign alongside our left and progressive
allies for a popular vote against EU membership in any such referendum.

Britain’s Communists urge all Labour and progressive MPs to oppose this
Queen’s Speech, confident that its anti-working class, anti-people and anti-
peace content will help ensure giant demonstrations against austerity in
London and Glasgow on June 20. 

This government can and must be brought down by popular mobilisation
and resistance!

Political Committee, 1 July 2015:
REBUILD WORKING CLASS STRENGTH 

The huge response to the recent People’s Assembly national
demonstrations in London and Glasgow demonstrate an anger and a
willingness to fight Tory policies, Bill Greenshields told the Communist Party’s
political committee on Thursday evening.

He urged a similar response to Chancellor Osborne’s budget on
Wednesday and to TUC and People’s Assembly plans to mobilise against the
Tory party conference in Manchester in October.

‘But what also needs to be rebuilt is a solid working class political
consciousness to match and surpass that of  Britain’s ruling class centred on
the City of  London’, Mr Greenshields declared.

While the banks, big business and their hired politicians have clear
objectives to cut and privatise public services, reduce taxes on high incomes
and wealth, destroy effective trade unionism and push up the rate of  profit,
the majority opposed to most Tory policies have no clear class objectives.

‘Only by strengthening working class organisation and unity in
workplaces, local communities and among women, migrant workers, tenants
and the unemployed; only by extending the influence and activities of  local
trades councils and People’s Assembly groups, will we create the conditions in
which an alternative economic and political strategy can develop’, Mr
Greenshields argued.

He identified the main strategic objectives at this stage as building a
popular anti-monopoly alliance of  forces based on the trade unions and
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ensuring that the labour movement has its own mass party capable of  winning
elections on a popular left-wing programme.    

‘The battle of  ideas against capitalism, imperialism, racism, sexism and
homophobia – and for the socialist alternative – must escalate as part of  a
rising tide of  militancy’, he argued.  

The Communist Party’s political education organiser highlighted the vital
roles of  the party and the Morning Star in such a strategy. He welcomed
news that Labour leadership contender Jeremy Corbyn MP would join a line
up of  other Labour left, national and international speakers at the new Red
Star festival of  politics and culture events in London on August 1-2.

Britain’s communists also called upon socialists, democrats and
progressives to support protests at the Ukraine’s London embassy and
Edinburgh consulate at 11 am on Saturday, July 25, to protest against the Kiev
regime’s crackdown on left-wing organisations and symbols in that country.

General Secretary, 7 July 2015:
SOLIDARITY WITH THE GREEK PEOPLE AGAINST EU DIKTAT

The working class and people of  Greece have shown great courage and
fortitude in voting against the austerity and privatisation measures demanded
by EU finance ministers, the EU Commission, European Central Bank and
IMF.

But, despite fine words about respecting ‘democracy’ and the Greek
nation, this referendum result will be treated with the same contempt by
politicians, bureaucrats and bankers as all the others which do not agree with
proposals from the EU Commission.

The Greek people’s defensive salvo will now meet with a renewed
offensive on behalf  of  the Commission, the Eurogroup and the ECB  to
impose the kind of  anti-democratic, anti-working class and anti-people
programme tabled by unelected EU Commission ‘President’ Jean-Claude
Juncker.

His final draft on June 28 included sweeping measures of  privatisation –
the ports, electricity transmission, regional airports and most other state
assets including, ultimately, the public sector railway system – which most of
the British and other mass media have chosen to omit from their coverage of
the crisis.

The danger now is that any new settlement for Greece will retain these
proposals as well as those to cut pension entitlements, raise VAT, increase
health insurance levies and slash employment rights (as well as reducing
military spending and raising corporation tax). 

It would also retain the mechanisms to ensure that austerity and
privatisation policies are conducted under the supervision and control of  the
EU Commission and ECB. 

Thus the people of  Greece now face a momentous struggle not only to
prevent a further steep decline in their standards and quality of  life, but also
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to defend the principle of  national sovereignty and to exercise the popular
sovereignty expressed in the July 5 referendum. 

In that struggle, they should have no illusions about  the intentions of  the
EU authorities, who reflect the monopoly capitalist class character of  the EU,
of  its fundamental treaties and key institutions.

The EU is no friend of  the working class or the mass of  the people,
whether in Greece, Britain, any other EU member state or in any other part
of  the world. It promotes the interests of  the big monopoly corporations,
particularly those represented by state power in Germany and France.  

Perpetuating or supporting illusions in the EU, that the EU and eurozone
are reformable and can be ‘democratised’, that some kind of  ‘social Europe’
can be built on the basis of  the EU, will not serve the interests of  the Greek
workers and people generally.

What the Greek people need now is clear thinking about the way
forward, without illusions in the EU, neoliberalism or social democracy. They
should note the treachery of  many so-called ‘socialist’ and social democratic
parties in Greece and elsewhere in Europe, and that of  the European TUC,
who urged them to surrender by voting ‘Yes’ on July 5. 

They also need the solidarity of  workers and peoples across Europe and
beyond, including in Britain where the Tory government’s fresh attacks on
public spending, welfare benefits, public services and trade union rights
require a massive, militant response from the labour movement, the left and
the People’s Assembly. 

The most effective form that such international solidarity can take is to
step up the fight against austerity and privatisation in every country, against
every ruling capitalist class, and to do so in opposition to the EU and the class
interests it has been designed to serve and enforce.

General Secretary, 26 July 2015:
COMMUNIST PARTY REJECTS 'INFILTRATION' CHARGES

Widespread media reports are repeating the allegation that the
'Communist Party' is infiltrating the Labour Party in order to support Jeremy
Corbyn in the Labour Party leadership contest.

The Communist Party of  Britain – which is by far the biggest such party, is
linked politically to the Morning Star daily newspaper and is the only
communist party recognised by both the Electoral Commission and other
communist parties throughout the world – is wholly opposed to such
entryism.

In a message to all members on June 16, the Communist Party’s political
committee reminded them that Communists should not join or register
support for other parties. We were conscious that any such move in relation
to the Labour Party at this moment would be used to attack Jeremy Corbyn’s
campaign and are confident that our party members are abiding by our policy.

It appears that some politicians and pundits are confusing our party for a

18 Two momentous years



tiny sect which has hijacked the name 'Communist Party of  Great Britain',
which at the last count had a Britain-wide membership of  28 and which
specialises in infiltrating other political organisations.

Political Committee, 2 September 2015:
COMMUNISTS URGE BRITISH AND UN ACTION TO HELP REFUGEES

‘Britain has an obligation to help many more of  the refugees fleeing Syria,
Afghanistan, Iraq and Libya where US, British and NATO policies have
wrought such devastation’, Anita Halpin told the Communist Party’s political
committee on Wednesday evening (September 2).

She denounced the British government’s obsession with keeping refugees
out as ‘callous’ and ‘shameful’.

‘Prime Minister Cameron and his cruel Cabinet are trying desperately to
wriggle out of  their commitments under international law to allow and
process claims for asylum, while the UKIP attitude appears to be that refugees
should be left to perish while we discuss the long-term future of  the Middle
East and Africa’. Ms Halpin accused.

She also slammed the EU for its ‘total inability’ to devise a coherent,
humane response to the refugee crisis, which she said confirmed that the EU
is primarily concerned with promoting big business profits.

‘For the capitalist monopolies and their EU member state governments,
the so-called “free movement of  labour” is – like the free movement of
capital – enforced in order to serve the interests of  big business, not those of
workers or the people generally’, she explained.

‘For communists and socialists, on the other hand, the mass movement
of  labour and capital should be planned, not left to market forces controlled
by the monopolies’, Ms Halpin added.

Britain’s communists called for the urgent involvement of  the United
Nations and its agencies on a much bigger scale to address the refugee crisis,
not only in Europe but also in the countries of  origin of  most of  the migrants.

‘Instead of  sidelining the UN and under-funding its organisations to assist
refugees, children, health and agricultural development, any civilised British
government would support them in what should be a global response to
promote peace and protect people from persecution and exploitation’, Ms
Halpin declared.

The CP political committee also finalised its preparations for the
forthcoming TUC conference, where it will launch a new pamphlet, Kill the
Bill, against the Tory government’s proposals for a fresh barrage of  anti-trade
union legislation.

Executive Committee, 17 September 2015:
CORBYN VICTORY ONLY THE BEGINNING

Britain’s Communists have heralded Jeremy Corbyn’s victory in the Labour
Party leadership contest as opening a new stage in the political struggle in
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Britain.
National trade union organiser Graham Stevenson told the Communist

Party’s executive committee at the weekend that it was a ‘shift of  great
significance – but only the beginning’. 

‘Who can now doubt that Corbyn, with his calm message of  hope, has
electrified potential mass support for Labour – a shift always potentially there,
if  not immediately obvious given the nature of  the British working class’, Mr
Stevenson declared.

Without embracing the ‘great men’ theory of  history, he argued,
individuals can give form and speed to events made possible by economic and
material factors, including class interests.

‘And what form, what speed!’ Mr Stevenson exclaimed, reviewing the
meteoric rise of  the Corbyn campaign which had demonstrated that ‘the age
of  look-alike, sound-alike, think-alike politicians is on its way out’.

‘The very idea that a party prepared to abandon its core values for
electoral gain can somehow be inspirational now looks distinctly ludicrous’, he
added.

The CP trade union organiser identified the resurgence of  anti-austerity
campaigning led by the People’s Assembly, principled opposition to the Tory
Welfare Bill and the decision of  major Labour-affiliated unions such as Unite,
Unison and the CWU to back the only socialist candidate, as vital factors in
the success of  Jeremy Corbyn’s campaign.

Now the priorities had to be to step up the fight against Tory policies to
slash the welfare budget still further, sell off social housing and take military
action in Syria with the illicit intention of  undermining the al-Assad
government.

Mr Stevenson also highlighted the significance of  the growing
determination of  trade unions to defeat Tory plans to curb political and
industrial protest, choke off union funds and outlaw ballots which support
strike action.

He paid tribute to the ‘outstanding’ role played by the Morning Star in
recent political developments and to the policy advances made by
communists and their allies at last week’s TUC conference, where the CP
published a daily broadsheet, Unity!, and a new pamphlet opposing further
anti-union legislation, ‘Kill the Bill’.

The CP executive committee condemned the failure of  the British
government and the EU to coordinate sufficient help for refugees ‘fleeing
from the consequences of  imperialism’s economic, political and military
policies’ in the Middle East and Africa.

Britain’s Communists urged global participation in a massive extension of
the work being done by the United Nations and its agencies on all the
continents involved.
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Political Committee, 21 October 2015:
CORBYN WAS RIGHT ON TAX CREDITS

‘The right-wing claim that Labour has no chance of  winning the next
General Election is looking more threadbare by the day’, Steve Johnson told
the Communist Party’s political committee on Wednesday evening.

According to the CP London district secretary, proposed cuts in family
tax credits were already threatening to create a major crisis in the Tory Party,
where 71 MPs represent marginal seats in which many of  the three million
families targeted by the cuts live and work.

‘Who in the Parliamentary Labour Party will now say that Jeremy Corbyn
was wrong to vote against the Tory government’s Welfare Bill?’, Mr Johnson
asked. 

But he warned that a ‘band of  anti-democratic malcontents’ on the
Labour benches were still determined to undermine their newly elected
leader by supporting Tory government policies to impose fiscal stringency,
renew Britain’s nuclear weapons and join the US-NATO military drive to
partition Syria.

‘Extra-parliamentary action by the People’s Assembly, trade unions and
the anti-war movement led the way in challenging public spending cuts,
opposing British military intervention in Syria and securing Jeremy Corbyn’s
election as Labour Party leader’, Mr Johnson pointed out. He called for this to
be stepped up and combined with the battle of  ideas in the labour movement
in favour of  a ‘left-wing and anti-imperialist’ programme of  alternative
policies.

Britain’s communists also warned that the steel industry faced a ‘mortal
threat’ as the result of  private ownership, poor investment, EU rules and
‘market anarchy’. 

This came after the closure of  the Redcar steelworks by Thai company
ISS and the announcement of  thousands of  steel redundancies by Indian
multinational Tata in Llanwern, Rotherham, Scunthorpe and Lanarkshire and
in the Midlands by British company Caparo. 

‘Instead of  whingeing about cheap steel imports from China, the British
government should take a leaf  out of  Beijing’s book by taking our own steel
industry into public ownership, investing in new technology and protecting it
with emergency, selective controls on EU as well as other steel imports’, Mr
Johnson proposed.

The CP political committee welcomed warmer relations between Britain
and China on the occasion of  President Xi Jinping’s visit this week.

‘We congratulate the Chinese people and their Communist Party on
lifting more than 600 million citizens out of  absolute poverty, through policies
based on public ownership and economic planning, and we commend China’s
foreign policy of  peaceful and mutually beneficial relations between sovereign
states to Britain, the US and their NATO allies’.
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Executive Committee, 14 November 2015:
SOLIDARITY AGAINST SECTARIAN AND STATE TERROR

The Communist Party of  Britain has condemned terrorist attacks in Paris
and Beirut and warned against the danger of  an upsurge in racism and state
repression that might result. 

Meeting over the weekend, the party’s executive committee agreed to
send a message to the French Communist Party expressing condolence and
solidarity with all those who lost loved ones in Friday night’s atrocities.

At the same time, Britain’s Communists warned that the killers in France
and Lebanon were the ‘direct descendants of  the terrorist groups supported,
armed, funded and trained by the US, Britain and allied Middle Eastern
dictatorships in Afghanistan in the 1970s and early 1980s’.

‘It has been the strategic objective of  the Western imperialist powers to
maintain or re-establish their political and economic domination of  the
“Greater Middle East” region, using wars, coups and chaos to remove the
obstacles in their way’, CP chair Liz Payne told the meeting. The results could
now been seen in the mass migrations of  refugees fleeing Afghanistan, Iraq,
Syria and Libya and the further rise of  fascist and far right movements in the
Scandinavian countries, France, Germany, Poland and Turkey.

She insisted that the struggle for democratic freedoms was indivisible,
whether in France, Britain, Saudi Arabia or Iran, just as the fight against
sectarian and state terrorism should be supported whether in France,
Lebanon, Palestine or Yemen.

‘In particular, the NATO powers and their Middle Eastern allies should
stop arming and funding terrorist groups in Syria and start supporting the
Damascus regime in its desperate battle against ISIS and other sectarian
forces’, Ms Payne demanded.

Instead, she reiterated the view of  the Communist Party and its sister
parties in the Middle East that political and humanitarian solutions are urgently
required there, not more outside military intervention to promote Western
imperialist interests.

MESSAGE TO THE PCF
The Communist Party of  Britain executive committee sends its solidarity

to our comrades in the French Communist Party (PCF) in their endeavours to
maintain the principles of  internationalism and working class unity in the face
of  sectarian terror, state repression, racism and right-wing chauvinism.

We express through the PCF our condolences to all those who have lost
loved ones in the atrocities of  Friday, November 13.

We call for unity of  all who face sectarian and state terrorism, imperialist
oppression and capitalist exploitation and who strive to uphold democratic
freedoms and the right to take collective action for social progress, whether
in France, Britain, the Middle East or anywhere else.   
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Political Committee, 9 December 2015:
‘REGIME CHANGE’ STILL SYRIAN AGENDA

Britain’s communists have warned that the underlying purpose of  British
military intervention in Syria remains regime change to remove President
Bashar al-Assad.

‘This is the only policy which unites the US and British governments and
the Islamist rulers of  Turkey and Saudi Arabia’, Communist Party national
organiser Ben Stevenson told the party’s political committee on Wednesday
evening. 

‘It would also enable the Western powers to establish extra military
bases in the greater Middle East region, whose natural resources and
transport routes are vital to big business interests’, he pointed out.

Ms Stevenson poured scorn on shadow foreign secretary Hilary Benn’s
recent Commons speech in favour of  British involvement in the Syrian war,
accusing him of  ‘political grave-robbing’.

‘Sending the British air force to help US imperialism maintain the Middle
East in a permanent state of  intervention and war has nothing in common
with the Communist International sending international brigades to defend
Spanish democracy against fascism’, he said.

Mr Stevenson also warned that British imperialist policy directly
threatened the democratic freedoms and living standards of  people at home.

‘The heightened threat of  terrorism combined with anti-Muslim
propaganda are jeopardising hard-won liberties, while billions of  pounds are
being diverted from our health and welfare services to bombs and missiles’,
he insisted. 

The CP political committee made clear its view that economic, military
and financial sanctions against Islamic State and its supporters would not be
enough, and that the Syrian government should be supported in its efforts to
inflict a military defeat on IS and ‘all other sectarian terrorist forces’.

This should go alongside the Vienna talks to reach a settlement between
the Syrian government and the non-Islamist opposition.

Britain’s communists also declared solidarity with sister parties in Syria
and Iraq and endorsed their condemnation of  Turkish military incursions
against the Kurds and in aid of  sectarian insurgents.

The CP political committee called for a big turnout for this Saturday’s
‘Stop Bombing Syria’ demonstration in London, assembling outside BBC
Broadcasting House at 12 noon. 

General Secretary, 30 December 2015:
COMMONS MUST ACT ON FLOOD DEFENCES

The Communist Party has called on members and supporters in the areas
affected by flood damage to join volunteers and help save homes and
workplaces and rebuild shattered communities.

In particular, it calls for increased community campaigning to significantly
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increase budgets for emergency, civic and voluntary organisations.
The CP echoes the anger of  those in affected areas who have faced years

of  neglect and cuts to vital services. It warns that the government plans
further cuts that will go ahead once media interest has waned. 

It urges MPs to hold to account those government ministries responsible
for the environment, rural affairs and civil defence, which have allowed
wealthy landowners to divert water courses away from their land, putting
impossible pressure on drainage and overflow systems intended to protect
the homes and livelihoods of  working class and urban communities.

Robert Griffiths, CP general secretary declared: 'The miserable
performance of  this government is evident. First came the cuts to vital
budgets and services. Then the minister responsible goes sunbathing while his
plans fail to protect communities. 

'The Government took ten days to deploy the army, trained for such
emergencies, in support of  courageous civil defence teams led by the fire
service and local government employees. This is the kind of  slapdash dithering
we expect from Cameron who also stood by paralysed while the last coal
mine was closed and the steel industry was destroyed.

'The Commons should hold an emergency debate and resolve to allocate
significant future funding to the fire, flood and environment protection
services, with immediate compensation for those affected. Rather than
wasting £167bn on a new generation of  nuclear weapons, one-tenth of  that
would fund the infrastructure development needed to minimise future risk'.

Executive Committee, 9 January 2016:
2016 A CHALLENGING YEAR FOR THE LEFT

Britain’s Communists pointed to exciting and major challenges facing the
working class and labour movement in the year ahead.

Meeting over the weekend its Executive Committee drew attention to
the rising tide of  racism across Europe and the human costs of  the Tories
austerity policies. Communist Review editor Martin Levy lambasted George
Osbourne’s economic policies which have resulted in 'average wages falling by
13.6 per cent in real terms since the 2008 financial crash'.

'This has resulted in the bottom 50 per cent of  households owning just 9
per cent of  overall wealth while the top 10 per cent have seen theirs grow to
nearly half  of  Britain’s wealth', Mr Levy told the meeting.

Whilst an EU referendum will create major divisions within the
government as Mr Levy made clear 'the major problem for the left is that the
predominant case for a "No" vote is being made by right-wing Tories, Business
for Britain and xenophobes such as UKIP. There is no "exit left" on the
agenda, simply an exit, which could end up with a more right-wing anti-
working class government in Britain'.

Mr Levy highlighted the fact that many within the labour movement still
erroneously view the EU 'as a source of  jobs and workplace rights, of
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protection of  peace and stability in Europe'.
The Executive Committee welcomed Jeremy Corbyn’s commitment to

defy EU diktats over protecting our steel industry but, as Mr Levy warned, 'he
would have to defy the EU on a whole number of  other issues as well if  a
Labour government were to break away from the austerity consensus'.

'In fact either a vote for Britain to remain in the EU or to leave it risks
moving government policy to the right: David Cameron would certainly
exploit a "stay" vote to undermine the Labour Party. Only a vote to leave the
EU contains the possibility of  moving British politics genuinely to the left, in
the context of  a likely split in the Tory Party and a general election in which
Jeremy Corbyn leads Labour to victory on a manifesto of  socialist measures.
The "exit left"  needs to be put on the agenda.  

The CP EC also committed its full support to Tuesday’s junior doctors
strike and the anti-Trident Renewal (February 27) and 'Stand Up to Racism'
(March 21) national demonstrations.

COMMUNISTS REAFFIRM SUPPORT IN ONGOING STRUGGLE FOR LGBT
RIGHTS

Britain’s communists have reaffirmed the party’s long-standing
commitment to the liberation of  lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender
people, pledging to campaign for full equality in all aspects of  life.

In the lead-up to LGBT history month, the executive committee noted
the positive developments in the world communist movement that show a
greater understanding of  the importance of  their struggle.

They highlighted Cuba’s celebration of  the International Day of  Action on
Homophobia and legalising same-sex unions in countries such as Chile with
the support of  the country’s Communist Party.

The Communist Party of  Britain said: 'We will continue to campaign for
full equality and against discrimination in all aspects of  life including
employment, for full legal recognition of  same-sex partnerships and against
discrimination in inheritance rights, childcare and adoption rights'.

General Secretary, 20 January 2016:
POSTAL PROTEST AGAINST UKRAINE ANTI-COMMUNIST BANS

Protestors against anti-communist and anti-socialist measures in Ukraine
are writing to the country's ambassador in London after being refused access
to its embassy yesterday (Tuesday, January 19).

Led by Communist Party of  Britain general secretary Robert Griffiths, a
deputation representing the CPB, the World Peace Council, British Peace
Assembly, Indian Workers Association and the New Communist Party was
denied permission by police and embassy officials to deliver a letter of
protest.

In the letter now being sent to the Ukrainian ambassador, the signatories
protest in the strongest possible terms against 'the campaign by the
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authorities in your country to ban the Communist Party of  Ukraine,
culminating in the ruling by the Kiev District Court on December 16, 2015,
that the party is an illegal organisation.

'This decision against a party committed to constitutional means and the
unity of  Ukraine as a sovereign state is an outrageous breach of  international
and European human rights law. In particular, the ban breaches numerous
provisions concerning people's democratic rights to organise, demonstrate,
publish and take part in normal political activities'.

The letter continues, 'Many people will see the Kiev court ruling as
further evidence of  a resurgence of  fascism in your country, understanding
from history that bans on communist and socialist parties and symbols, and
restrictions on advocating and publishing left-wing ideas, are invariably among
the first measures promulgated by fascist regimes'.

On December 16 last year, a court in Kiev upheld the ban imposed last
July by the Ministry of  Justice. Amnesty International has said the ban is a
'flagrant violation of  freedom of  expression and association and should be
immediately overturned'. According to Amnesty, it 'sets a very dangerous
precedent' and is 'propelling Ukraine backwards not forwards on its path to
reform and greater respect for human rights'.

The CPU had refused to obey new laws banning left-wing symbols and its
use of  the name 'communist'. Those laws had previously been condemned by
the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe and the Council of
Europe. The party had also been falsely accused of  supporting the break-up
of  the country and financing separatists in eastern Ukraine.

A judge who had previously dismissed the charges has since been
arrested and is under investigation.

The CPU calls for a united, federal Ukraine and does not advocate the use
of  violence. In the last free all-Ukraine parliamentary elections in 2012, the
CPU won 2.6m votes (13 per cent of  the total) and 32 seats. Last October,
the party was prevented from directly contesting the local elections.

Since February 2014, when a US- and EU-backed coup replaced the
country's elected President with a right-wing nationalist regime, the party and
its members have been subjected to vicious state and fascist attacks.

Now communist and workers' parties across the world are responding to
the CPU's call for solidarity. Further actions are being planned by the
Communist Party in Britain and supportive organisations.

Political Committee, 20 January 2016:
EU IS DESTROYING STEEL

'The steel industry in Britain is being destroyed by privatisation, this Tory
government and our membership of  the European Union', Robert Griffiths
told the Communist Party's political committee on Wednesday evening.

He was speaking in the wake of  the 1,050 redundancies announced by
the Tata steel corporation earlier this week, which came on top of  around
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4,600 job losses in the industry since last summer.
Mr Griffiths pointed out that, after privatisation, most of  Britain's steel

industry is owned by overseas companies with no commitment to maintaining
what remains of  the country's industrial base. 

He also pointed out that the privatised energy monopolies are getting
away with charging the steel industry here twice as much for electricity as
public sector companies charge its counterparts in France and Germany.

'But it is the EU free market which has done most to destroy jobs in
Britain's steel communities', the Communist Party general secretary accused,
pointing out that employment in the industry had halved to just 18,000 since
the onset of  the 'single European market' in 1992.

'While cheaply produced Chinese exports are being widely blamed for
our steel decline, the reality is that Britain imports seven times more steel
from the EU than from China as our trade deficit worsens', Mr Griffiths
revealed.

At the same time, he added, EU trade and competition rules forbid the
British government imposing emergency duties or quotas on steel imports
from inside and outside the EU, or providing emergency grants and loans to
the industry.

'The Tory government should defy the EU to save the steel industry in
Britain before it disappears altogether and leaves us entirely at the mercy of
overseas producers for vital supplies', the Communist Party leader
demanded.

The CP political committee also reiterated the party's support for energy
price controls and public ownership of  the steel and energy industries, noting
that even the right-wing Italian government has nationalised the giant Ilva
steelworks in Puglia a bid to save jobs and local communities there.

General Secretary, 31 January 2016:
BRITISH AND INDIAN COMMUNISTS UNITE FOR WORKERS' RIGHTS
AGAINST THE EU

The Communist Party and the Association of  Indian Communists in Britain
have strongly condemned Prime Minister David Cameron's 'cynical obsession'
with immigration and migrant workers in his renegotiation of  EU
membership.

In a joint statement issued after day-long talks in Leicester at the
weekend, the two organisations accuse Cameron of  reducing the vital
question of  Britain's future governance to 'a squalid squabble over in-work
benefits for workers from overseas'.

'Instead of  discussing how EU treaties and institutions seek to enforce
austerity, promote privatisation and block left and progressive policies in
member states, the Tory government appeals to prejudice in order to shrink
the welfare state and win a referendum to stay in the EU', the CP and AIC
declared.
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AIC secretary Harsev Bains warned that imposing a work qualification
period of  up to four years on in-work benefits for migrants could be
extended to all workers in future. 

'Mr Cameron would be better employed demanding the repeal of  EU
Court of  Justice rulings against national legislation and trade union action to
secure equal terms and conditions for workers imported by multinational
corporations', Mr Bains added.

Communist Party general secretary Robert Griffiths insisted that any
genuine renegotiation of  Britain's EU membership would include such issues
as state support for industries in crisis and freedom for national governments
to use central banks and public sector borrowing to fund infrastructure
investment.

'Mr Cameron wants to defend his party's City of  London paymasters
from even the mildest EU regulation and taxation, rather than save the steel
industry in Britain', he argued. 

Both communist organisations made clear their support for equal rights
and entitlements for all workers, for state and trade union regulation of
labour as well capital rather than 'free movement anarchy under capitalism',
an end to all racist immigration controls and for immediate asylum in Britain
for tens of  thousands of  children and other vulnerable refugees presently
camped in Europe. 

'As communists, our opposition to capitalism and neo-liberalism and our
commitment to working class unity means that we will be campaigning
together against EU membership', Mr Griffiths announced.

The CP and AIC also urged full support for a House of  Commons lobby
on February 10, organised by the Indian Workers Association, calling for
income thresholds preventing low-paid workers from bringing their children
to Britain to be lowered. 

Political Committee, 17 February 2016:
'BRITAIN LIKE A McDONALDS FRANCHISE' SAY COMMUNISTS

Britain's Communists have condemned the subordination of  Britain's
foreign and military policies to the USA, NATO and the European Union.

'The situation is much like a McDonald’s franchise – overall strategy is in
the hands of  the US principals, while the operational costs and attendant risks
are borne by us, the franchisees', Nick Wright told the Communist Party's
political committee on Wednesday evening (February 17).

For example, he said, Britain’s ‘independent’ nuclear deterrent not only
consists of  Trident submarines, the construction of  which has 'tied up our
most skilled workers in unproductive labour for decades', but also of  the all-
important missiles.

According to the House of  Commons Defence Committee, the 58
missiles are designed and manufactured in the US by Lockheed Martin and
most of  them are stored and maintained at King's Bay, Georgia, USA. The
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communications and targeting infrastructure essential for the delivery of  these
missiles is controlled by the USA. 

Refitting and support of  the submarines themselves takes place at
Devonport, Plymouth by DML, a consortium majority-owned by Halliburton. 

'Thus British taxpayers continue to supplement the $39.5 billion profit
Dick Cheney’s firm has already made from the Iraq war', Mr Wright added.

Furthermore, the Communist Party's communications chief  condemned
the 'ever closer union' between NATO and the EU.

'The integration of  NATO and the EU’s war fighting capacity, collectively
subordinated to US strategic priorities, is demonstrated by the establishment
of  new military command centres in Poland, Romania, Bulgaria, Estonia, Latvia
and Lithuania', he declared. 

Mr Wright warned that the Lisbon Treaty's provisions for EU
rearmament and a Common Security and Defence Policy within the
framework of  NATO made the EU a force for expansion, intervention and
war – not a force for peace.

The CP political committee reiterated its support for an 'independent
foreign and non-nuclear defence policy for Britain'. It also urged mass support
for the CND 'Stop Trident' demonstration on February 27 in London and
welcomed plans to launch a broad left, internationalist campaign in favour of
Britain's withdrawal from the EU.

General Secretary, 4 March 2016:
SUPPORT THE JUNIOR DOCTORS! DEFEND OUR NHS!

The Communist Party of  Britain (CPB) expresses its solidarity with the
Junior Doctors in their struggle against the new contracts imposed by the
government and calls upon all unions to act in solidarity with them to save the
NHS. 

The Junior Doctors' fight is not only about rates of  pay, staffing and
hospital fines. It is about the future of  NHS itself. The Tory government is
imposing additional financial and staffing burdens on the NHS in order to
present it as a 'failure' requiring drastic 'reform'. This reform will, of  course,
take the shape of  more marketisation, charges to patients, more private
sector provision and the outright privatisation of  NHS services and facilities. 

We therefore urge unity with the BMA and other health unions to
protect free and high quality healthcare. All workers and their unions must
unite to stop the Tory privatisation and destruction of  the NHS. 

The Department of  Health's claim that the new Junior Doctors' contract
is necessary to deliver the promised 7-day NHS is a Tory lie. The 7-day NHS
is already in place, except that the government is not prepared to fund it
adequately, especially at weekends, relying on overworked Junior Doctors
working unsocial hours with insufficient staff support.

The Tories have repeatedly attempted to discredit the Junior Doctors
and their unions, showing contempt for their overwhelming rejection of  the
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new contract. After meeting solid resistance from the overwhelming majority
of  the workforce, Health Secretary Jeremy Hunt and his government took the
most anti-democratic course of  action by seeking to impose it.

In reality, the Tory government is acting on behalf  of  big multinational
companies who want to privatise the NHS for the sake of  profit.  Very
methodically, the NHS is being carved up and handed out to private
companies. To facilitate this process, the government hopes to demoralise
already exhausted, disheartened doctors, denigrating their efforts and their
commitment and hoping they will not resist the cuts, burdens and
privatisation.

Privatisation is already well underway, especially in England where the
government has direct control over the NHS. In Scotland, the EU
Commission is forcing the SNP government to increase the role of  the
private sector in funding and managing new NHS projects. The Labour
administration in Wales is being punished financially  by Tory central
government for failing to privatise more parts of  the Welsh NHS. 

Significantly, the Scottish and Welsh governments have put the interests
of  staff, patients and the NHS first by extending their contracts with the
Junior Doctors and their unions, rather than imposing pay cuts and even more
flexible working. 

The peoples of  England, Scotland and Wales hold the NHS very close to
their hearts. It continues to be a tremendous social achievement to have a
service free to all at the point of  delivery. At a time when every aspect of  the
Welfare State is under savage attack, the NHS is no exception to Tory plans.
In fact the NHS is a key target.

Everyone in Britain must realise that the fight to save the NHS has
reached a new phase. The Tory government's attack on Junior Doctors in
England is part of  this overall fight and consultants, nursing staff and all
healthcare workers who give their life and labour to make NHS what it is, will
be next. 

It is also no coincidence that the Junior Doctors have been targeted just
as new Tory anti-trade legislation limits still further the right of  workers to
take industrial action, even more severely in essential services such as
healthcare. 

Therefore Communist Party urges all unions and all working people to
unite with the Junior Doctors and all other health workers and their unions to
save the NHS from privatisation.

The Communist Party calls for: 
• Withdrawal of  the imposed Junior Doctors' new contracts in England
• No changes in the classification of  unsocial hours. 
• No changes to pay progression.
• The resignation of  Health Secretary Jeremy Hunt for misrepresenting

hospital mortality rates and failing to settle the dispute along the same lines as
the Scottish and Welsh agreements.
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•An end to the privatisation of  NHS services and facilities.
• The Communist Party calls on the working people of  Britain and their

unions to support the Junior Doctors' struggle.
Lobby your MPs to demand a just settlement of  the dispute!
Express support for the Junior Doctors in the media and on the picket

lines!
Support the health unions' industrial action planned for March 9-11, April

6-8 and April 26-28! 

Executive Committee, 19 March 2016
COMMUNISTS ATTACK TORY AND EU 'ANTI-WORKER' AGENDA

Chancellor Osborne's budget was a 'crafty move' in the Tory Party
leadership stakes which is already backfiring, according to Britain's
communists.

'Iain Duncan Smith refuses to be the "fall guy" for the transfer of  more
than £5bn from the disabled to the very rich and big business', John Foster
told the Communist Party's executive committee at the weekend.

According to Mr Foster, last week's budget exposed the real purpose of
austerity as above all a 'political programme' rather than a fiscal one.

'It is about restructuring our society in a fully neo-liberal way: ending the
post-war settlement of  universal education, welfare and health delivered
through democratically-elected local government and the National Health
Service', he declared. 

Instead, in league with the EU Commission and its proposed Transatlantic
Trade and Investment Partnership with the USA, these services would in
future be shut down or broken up and delivered within the private, corporate
and charitable sectors. 

In particular, Mr Foster insisted that big business, the Tory government
and the EU aimed to destroy collective bargaining.

'The budget intends to abolish national terms and conditions for teachers,
the Trade Union Bill further restricts the right to take industrial action, while
the super-exploitation of  migrant labour — backed up by EU Court of  Justice
rulings — undermines wages and collective agreements on a continental
scale', the CP international secretary argued.

Britain's communists concluded that it was now urgent to develop a left-
wing, anti-monopoly, anti-imperialist campaign against membership of  the
European Union.

The CP executive welcomed the decision by train drivers' union Aslef  to
join the RMT and the Bakers' Union in calling for a vote for Britain to leave
the EU in the June 23 referendum. It also urged support for the 'Exit Left'
launch meeting at the Indian YMCA, central London next Wednesday evening
( June 23) with speakers from trades unions, the Indian Workers' Association,
the Communist Party, Counterfire and other organisations.

Two momentous years 31



Political Committee, 13 April 2016:
COMMUNISTS CALL FOR 'TRIPLE WHAMMY' AGAINST TORY
GOVERNMENT

The labour movement and the left can strike three big blows against the
Tory government in the coming months, according to Britain's Communists.

The first is by making this Saturday's People's Assembly march in London
a 'huge demonstration' for Cameron and the Tories to go, general secretary
Robert Griffiths told the Communist Party's political committee on
Wednesday evening.

'Big contingents of  steelworkers, junior doctors and teachers will
underline the necessity to get rid of  this government and secure the
investment needed in health, homes, jobs and and education', he declared.

Arguing that the Cameron-Osborne regime was beginning to come apart
at the seams, he pointed to the unravelling of  the recent Budget and its attack
on disability benefits, and the scandal surrounding 'industrial scale tax dodging'
by the rich and big business.

Mr Griffiths said the second blow would be a big vote for the  Labour
Party under Jeremy Corbyn's leadership in the English local, Scottish and
Welsh elections on May 5, combined with increased support for Communist
candidates as 'the most consistent fighters for working class interests and
socialism'.

The third and biggest blow would be an upsurge in labour movement and
left-wing campaigning to help produce a majority vote against Britain's
membership of  the European Union in the June 23 referendum.

'The EU is anti-democratic and unreformable, with capitalist economic
and financial policies written into its fundamental treaties along with alignment
with NATO', the Communist Party leader insisted.

In particular, he found it difficult to understand how trade unionists,
socialists and Greens could support the EU when it was 'wrecking' Britain's
steel industry, imposing higher VAT rates on energy saving installations and
negotiating an undercover Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership
with the USA that would increase the power of  transnational corporations
against democratically elected governments.

'Millions of  workers and their families suffering EU and IMF austerity and
privatisation programmes in Greece, Portugal, Cyprus and Ireland will
celebrate a people's victory over the Tories, bankers and EU bureaucrats on
June 23', he claimed.

Mr Griffiths also chairs 'LEXIT – the Left Leave campaign', a new alliance
of  anti-EU bodies including the RMT union, the Indian Workers Association
(GB), the Bangladeshi Workers Council UK and a number of  socialist and
communist parties. 

STATEMENT ON IMMIGRATION 
The Communist Party condemns attempts by the government and others
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to exploit the issue of  immigration in ways that are explicitly or implicitly
racist.  Racism of  any kind divides working people and weakens resistance to
the current onslaught on rights at work, collective bargaining and trade union
organisation.  

The Communist Party opposes the Immigration Bill currently before
Parliament as intensifying the scapegoating of  migrants and worsening the
discriminatory and implicitly racist character of  existing legislation. It makes:

• working beyond visa expiry or as an asylum seeker a criminal offence ad
the wages earned the proceeds of  crime 

• places a legal obligation on landlords and banks to police all applications
for housing and credit facilities

• ends government support for failed asylum seekers and their children
• imposes a requirement for public authorities only to employ fluent

English speakers in any role with public contact in a way that could lead to
discrimination

• threatens to weaken the Gangmasters Licensing Authority, the National
Minimum Wage team and the Employment Agency Standards Inspectorate
through merger and concentration

At the same time, the existing legislation’s minimum income thresholds for
the admission of  family members, either spouses or children, is already
blatantly discriminatory – excluding 55 per cent of  women as against 27 per
cent of  men and 53 per cent of  those aged under 29.  These income
thresholds impose grievous suffering on thousands of  adults and children
already legally settled in Britain.  Equally discriminatory are the existing
provisions of  legislation relating to asylum seekers that ban paid employment
and which impose prohibitive financial charges on the children of  both asylum
seekers and refugees entering higher education.  No less objectionable and
discriminatory are the regulations applied to those fleeing persecution on
account of  their sexual orientation.

The Communist Party points out that asylum seekers make up only 4 per
cent of  migrants into Britain, that returning British nationals, born in Britain,
make up over 10 per cent, that over half  of  all migrants since 2010 have
come to study at higher education institutions (and pay disproportionately to
do so) and that over half  of  all migrants coming to work in Britain do so on
time limited visas. The great bulk of  current asylum seekers come from
countries afflicted by war and economic devastation that are in significant part
the result of  British government actions and Britain has an obligation to admit
such refugees.

In terms of  the EU referendum, the Communist Party warns that the
government’s focus on immigration can only serve to steer debate in a racist
direction and away from the fundamental issues of  democracy, EU-imposed
austerity, privatisation and the dismantling of  collective bargaining.   In this
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context the government’s attempt to restrict access to benefits brings with it
the serious danger that the restrictions could be extended to all workers by
subsequent decisions of  the EU Court of  Justice.  

In this context the Communist Party reaffirms the central importance of
collective bargaining. It has a unique and vital role in ensuring the fair and
equal treatment of  all workers.  It calls on the Labour Party to commit itself
to the comprehensive extension of  collective bargaining to all sectors of
employment, and to all workers, organised and unorganised, alongside the
repeal of  all current anti-trade union legislation.

The Communist Party warns that the remaining collective bargaining
structures in this country and across the EU are under direct threat from EU-
imposed National Reform Programmes and ECJ legal judgements which seek
to maximise labour flexibility, to individualise wage determination and
preclude trade union action to ensure equal wages and conditions for all
workers including those brought from other member states.  

The Communist Party draws attention to the comments of  the European
Trades Union Congress on the EU’s 2012 Treaty on Stability, Coordination
and Governance:

Running as a red line through the programme of  Economic Governance is
the idea of  turning wages into the main instrument of  adjustment: currency
devaluations (which are no longer possible inside the Euro Area) are to be
replaced by a devaluation of  pay in the form of  deflationary wage cuts. To
achieve this wage 'flexibility', labour market institutions which prevent wages
from falling are perceived as being a 'rigidity' which should be eliminated.  

The Communist Party warns in particular that the EU-sponsored TTIP will
open the way for the imposition of  US-style industrial relations and the legal
elimination of  remaining areas of  sector-wide collective bargaining.  These
developments will result in the systematic undermining of  wages and
conditions.  They represent a direct driver for conflict between workers and
for racism.

For these reasons the Communist Party believes that the comprehensive
extension of  collective bargaining would represent a key contribution to
resolving the fundamental problems that beset the British economy: low
wages, low productivity, lack of  training and low investment.  Joint National
Councils, supplemented by Tripartite Councils in industries where there is
currently limited organisation, should become responsible for regulating
contractual relations and eliminating exploitative zero hours and agency
worker contracts. 

They should also create industry-agreed frameworks for work-related
migration that is non-racist and non-discriminatory and which recognises the
role of  migrant workers in bringing skills that are economically required and
which, properly remunerated, will more than fully contribute to our
economy.  Proper remuneration achieved by collective bargaining would go a
long way to eliminate state subsidy of  low wages and remove from the
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agenda the benefits-for- migrants issue which is the focus of  Cameron’s
recent deal with the EU. The reintroduction of  rent controls would,
additionally, remove the need for the other element in that deal, namely
housing benefit.

The Communist Party argues for comprehensive collective bargaining in
the knowledge that, uncontrolled, the capitalist system will inherently seek to
use competition between workers to drive down wages and conditions.  

This is the danger currently presented by the forced movement of  many
thousands of  workers across the individual countries of  the EU. Forced
migration is being used to push down wages, destabilise workers’
employment practices and contracts, create more precarious working and
undermine trade union organisation.  The capitalist state, its political parties
and media are attempting, all too often successfully, to turn any opposition
into opposition to the migrant workers themselves, rather than the system
that displaces them and forces them to move. In enforcing such movement
the ruling class and its EU structures are acting as legitimated gang-masters
and legalised people smugglers. The working class must turn its anger against
these structures and demand a return to the system of  collective bargaining
created two generations ago in face of  similar attempts to turn worker against
worker.

Political Committee, 11 May 2016:
STOP RUBBISHING THE LABOUR MOVEMENT IN ORDER TO SUPPORT
THE EU 

'Why are senior Labour politicians so desperate to rubbish the past
achievements of  trade unions and Labour governments?' Communist Party
general secretary Robert Griffiths asked his party's political committee on
Wednesday evening.

In arguing the case for Britain remaining in the European Union, they
seem to attribute almost all past progressive reforms in the workplace to the
EU, he pointed out.

'It's as though all the industrial action and mass campaigning for trade
union recognition, collective bargaining rights, the right to strike, equal pay for
women, a national minimum wage and higher standards of  health and safety
never happened', Mr Griffiths remarked.

'Did not Labour governments pass the Employment Protection Act, the
Health and Safety at Work Act, the National Minimum Wage Act, the Trade
Union Act and much else besides?' he asked, noting that EU treaties expressly
prohibit any EU action to enforce trade union recognition, the right to strike
or a statutory minimum wage. 

The CP leader also accused leading labour movement figures of  'keeping
shtum' about a series of  anti-worker and and anti-trade union judgments from
the European Court of  Justice.

'Again, it as though the EU court rulings outlawing industrial action and
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national legislation to enforce equal treatment for imported or "posted"
workers have never happened – even though the British and European TUCs
had plenty to say against them before the referendum campaign began', Mr
Griffiths declared.

Britain's communists reject the 'erroneous and defeatist view' that EU
membership somehow guarantees protection against the erosion of  trade
union and employment rights.

'The EU has never lifted a finger to protect workers against anti-trade
union laws, because its priority is to support big business, austerity and
privatisation across the continent', the CP political committee declared.

'Whatever the result on June 23, workers and their unions in Britain as
elsewhere will have to continue relying on their own strength and solidarity', it
concluded.

The Communist Party urged full support for LEXIT – the Left Leave
campaign, welcoming the efforts of  the RMT and Aslef  unions, the Indian
Workers Association (GB), the Bangladeshi Workers Council (UK),
Counterfire, the Socialist Workers Party and other bodies against EU
membership. 

Political Committee, 16 June 2016:
COMMUNISTS URGE 'LEAVE' VOTE AND CRITICISE PRO-EU 'PESSIMISTS
AND DEFEATISTS'

Communist Party chair Liz Payne has criticised EU supporters in the labour
movement for 'talking as though the working class are passive victims who
rely on a bountiful EU for their rights'.

'Our trade unions and Labour governments fought for the right to join a
union, collective bargaining, the right to strike, equal pay, maternity rights and
health and safety at work – they weren't granted to us by the European
Commission or the European Central Bank', she told her party's political
committee on Thursday evening.

She pointed to France, Belgium and Italy where employment and trade
union rights were under attack, as well as Britain, and predicted that anyone
who told workers in those countries that the EU defends them would be
'jeered off the platform'.

Ms Payne, a trades council secretary and long-time Unison activist, and
also rejected claims by past and present TUC leaders that Britain's exit from
the EU would lead to the wholesale scrapping of  workers' rights.

'Who is going to carry out such an epic assault – a hopelessly divided
Tory government fighting half  of  its parliamentary party, most of  big business
including the City of  London, as well as the EU-IMF-NATO axis?', she asked,
adding that the labour movement would not 'run up the white flag' contrary
to the predictions of  pessimists and defeatists.

Britain's communists also warned that many of  the policies pursued by a
left-led Labour government would face sabotage and punishment in
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accordance with the two basic EU treaties.
'Public ownership to rescue or invest in strategic enterprises and

industries, so-called 'people's quantitative easing', large-scale government
borrowing even at low interest rates, substantial cuts in VAT and the direction
of  capital are all unlawful under EU rules', Ms Payne pointed out.

In particular, she highlighted decisions of  the EU Court of  Justice in the
Viking, Laval, Ruffert and Luxembourg cases which ban trade union or
regional and national government action to enforce equal employment terms
for 'super-exploited' imported workers.

'This is how ruthless monopolies and gangmasters use "free movement of
labour" in the EU to drive down the wages and conditions of  all workers', Ms
Payne argued.

The CP political committee congratulated Lexit the Left Leave Campaign
on its work putting the left-wing, labour movement and anti-imperialist case
against the EU and urged a big working class vote for 'Leave' on June 23.

General Secretary, 24 June 2016:
A VICTORY FOR POPULAR SOVEREIGNTY – 
A DEFEAT FOR THE EU-IMF-NATO AXIS

The referendum result represents a huge and potentially disorientating
blow to the ruling capitalist class in Britain, its hired politicians and its
imperialist allies in the EU, the USA, IMF and NATO.

The people have spoken and popular sovereignty now demands that the
Westminster Parliament accepts and implements their decision. The left must
now redouble its efforts to turn this referendum result into a defeat for the
whole EU-IMF-NATO axis.

But it is clear that the Cameron-Osborne government has lost the
confidence of  the electorate and cannot be trusted with the responsibility of
negotiating Britain's exit from the European Union. It should resign forthwith.

The Communist Party also has no confidence that a Tory government led
by other pro-big business, pro-imperialist and pro-neoliberal MPs such as
Boris Johnson, Michael Gove, Liam Fox and Iain Duncan Smith would
withstand the pressures from the City of  London, big business, the US and
NATO to prevent Britain's exit from the EU.

If  no alternative government can command a majority in the House of
Commons, a General Election must therefore be called without delay.

This makes it all the more important that the Labour Party leadership
immediately pledges to respect and implement fully the referendum decision.
Moreover, it should make clear its determination to negotiate exit terms and
future treaties with the EU and other countries on the basis of  new
arrangements that put the interests of  working people here and
internationally before those of  big business and the capitalist 'free market'.

In any event, it will also be vital to counteract the upsurge of  xenophobia
and racism unleashed by leading forces on both sides of  the referendum
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campaign.
The unity and mobilisation of  progressive and labour movement forces is

essential in order to explain the benefits of  immigration and counter the
divisive and anti-working class appeal of  UKIP and other right-wing and far-
right parties. 

We now need to fight to ensure that a Britain outside 'Fortress Europe'
uses its freedom to welcome people to work, study and live here from
around the world and leads Europe in providing a safe haven for asylum
seekers and refugees.

Executive Committee, 26 June 2016:
EU RESULT MUST BE RESPECTED

Britain's Communists have welcomed the commitment of  the Labour
leadership to respect the Leave vote in the EU referendum.

They called for negotiations on Britain’s exit to begin straight away and a
fight for a new election to ensure that the talks were conducted by 'socialists
rather than sociopaths'.

'Britain’s decision to leave the EU has come as a massive and disorienting
shock to the political Establishment. This was a working-class revolt', Morning
Star editor Ben Chacko told the Communist Party’s executive committee at
the weekend.

The committee vowed to defend the socialist leadership of  the Labour
Party and warned its loss could set the movement back 'significantly, possibly
for years'.

It also pledged to fight for labour movement unity against fascism, racism
and bigotry in the wake of  the tragic murder of  Jo Cox and the shocking
homophobic atrocity in Orlando.

General Secretary, 28 June 2016:
DEFEAT THE DOUBLE COUP AGAINST DEMOCRACY – FOR A LEFT EXIT
FROM THE EU!

The referendum result represents a huge blow potentially to the ruling
capitalist class in Britain, its hired politicians and its imperialist allies in the EU,
the USA, IMF and NATO. 

The response from the pro-EU Right has been to attempt a double coup
against democracy – against the democratic will of  the people of  Britain to
leave the EU and against the democratic election of  Jeremy Corbyn as Labour
Party leader. In response, the Left must now defend the principle of
democracy and turn this referendum result into a widescale defeat for the
whole EU-IMF-NATO axis.

The EU exit vote was primarily an expression of  working class anger and
frustration that government, political parties and politicians do not represent
them in matters of  employment, education, housing, public services, living
standards and the quality of  life generally. Other concerns included the
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erosion of  sovereignty and self-government and the real or perceived
consequences of  mass immigration.

The 'Leave' majority was only made possible because substantial
minorities of  Labour, Green, LibDem and SNP supporters, feminists and
citizens of  Asian origin rejected EU membership.

The people have spoken and popular sovereignty now demands that the
Westminster Parliament accepts and implements their decision.

However, in defence of  its own class interests, the ruling class has since
begun to reorientate itself  around a strategy to subvert the June 23 decision.
This includes attempts to freeze the status quo until October, delay
negotiations, build momentum for a second referendum and float the idea
that the pro-EU majority of  MPs should treat the 'Leave' result as advice to
be ignored.

Certainly, the Cameron-Osborne regime cannot be trusted to negotiate
Britain's exit from the European Union. Together with the Prime Minister
himself, it should resign forthwith.

Nor can other pro-big business, pro-imperialist and pro-neoliberal Tory
MPs be trusted to resist the pressures from the City of  London and big
business to frustrate Britain's exit or leave on terms which maintain 'free
market' freedoms for monopoly capital while punishing the people with more
austerity.

Any Labour involvement with the Tories in a 'national' or coalition
government to negotiate Britain's exit could only be an act of  collaboration
with monopoly capital and the ruling class. 

The only consistently democratic solution is to hold a General Election so
that electors can decide who should represent them in the EU exit
negotiations.

The attempted coup against Jeremy Corbyn is intended to prevent the
election of  a Labour government headed by a socialist who has opposed
every EU treaty along the road to an anti-democratic, imperialist and militarist
United States of  Europe. 

Those pro-EU Labour MPs involved in the coup attempt hold democracy
in Britain and in the Labour Party in contempt. They have lost touch with
millions of  working class people on this and other issues and are in danger of
allowing the drift of  working class electors to UKIP to continue. Their
attempts to shift responsibility for their own failure onto Jeremy Corbyn are
breathtaking in their hypocrisy and must be resisted by all democrats,
progressives and socialists in the Labour Party and its affiliated trade unions.

All democrats inside the labour movement and beyond should unite
behind Corbyn's demand that Article 50 of  the Treaty on the European
Union be invoked to trigger the timetable for Britain's withdrawal. 

He is the only party leader who can be trusted to negotiate an EU exit in
the interests of  the working class and peoples of  Britain. 

Outside the EU, there should be no more subjection to a capitalist 'free
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market', with big business free to move capital and commodities regardless of
the economic, social and environmental consequences for workers, the
people, their communities and society as a whole.

Between now and the next General Election, a resurgence of  industrial
and popular action against Tory policies of  austerity, privatisation, nuclear
rearmament and imperialist war would greatly increase the prospect of
victory for a left-led Labour Party. This, in turn, would make possible the
transformation of  'Brexit' into a 'Lexit', an exit from the EU to the left. 

All Eurosceptic and anti-EU voices in the labour movement must now
speak up and help return the Labour Party and the trade union movement to
the head of  the anti-EU movement in Britain, so that the left and progressive
case against EU membership again predominates.

This will also enable a principled Left response to those now calling for a
second independence referendum in Scotland. Such a referendum, based on
the assumption that Scotland can retain membership of  the EU, will be a call
for a return to neoliberal economics, austerity and privatisation – as against a
Left programme for Britain that combines progressive federalism with a
radical redistribution of  wealth to workers and their families in every nation
and region of  Britain. 

In any event, it will also be vital to counteract the upsurge of  xenophobia
and racism unleashed by leading forces on both sides of  the referendum
campaign. The vote to leave the EU must not be the pretext for a fresh round
of  restrictions on immigration from outside Europe, while the proposal to
withhold tax and welfare benefits from migrant workers here should now be
dropped. Furthermore, the European Court of  Justice rulings banning trade
union and government action to enforce equal terms and conditions for
migrant workers must be replaced by laws guaranteeing equal treatment for
all workers regardless of  their country of  origin.

The unity and mobilisation of  progressive and labour movement forces is
essential in order to explain the benefits that immigration has brought,
especially when planned, and to counter the divisive and anti-working class
appeal of  UKIP and other right-wing and far-right parties. Popular support
must be won for an anti-racist immigration policy rather than alienating yet
more people with abstract, anarchistic and in essence 'free market' calls for
'no borders'.

'Fortress Europe' has compelled EU member states to raise their barriers
against immigration from outside Europe and has recently led to the dirty deal
with Turkey to turn away refugees. We now need to fight to ensure that a
Britain outside the EU uses its freedom to welcome people to work, study
and live here from around the world and leads Europe in providing a safe
haven for asylum seekers and refugees.

As far as the future of  the EU is concerned, Britain's decision will be
welcomed by many trade unionists, socialists and communists across Europe
who are resisting EU-driven or EU-backed austerity, privatisation and 'labour
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flexibility' measures. 
In particular, Britain's communists salute the courageous people of

Greece who have been bearing the brunt of  the EU-IMF austerity offensive.
Their experience alerted millions of  British voters to the class and anti-
democratic character of  the EU and the dangers of  continued membership.

The referendum result has already been welcomed by communist and
workers' parties in Portugal, the Czech Republic, Ireland, Denmark, Germany,
Belgium and the former Yugoslavia and by militant trade unionists in France. 

It should inspire all left and progressive forces in Europe to consider how
best to strengthen cooperation and solidarity between the peoples and
nations of  Europe on a different basis to the anti-democratic, big business and
imperialist EU.

To this end, discussions need to take place between communist, socialist
and workers' parties across Europe about the way forward for the left and
working class movement, in the new conditions opened up by Britain's
democratic vote against EU membership.

General Secretary, 6 July 2016:
PROSECUTE WAR CRIMINALS AND WITHDRAW FROM NATO

The Chilcot Inquiry report provides all the evidence needed to
demonstrate that the Iraq War was illegal in its conception, criminally
incompetent in its execution and catastrophic in its consequences.

It is clear that a prima facie case exists to charge former British Prime
Minister Blair and ex-US President George W. Bush with waging a war of
aggression. In the verdict of  the International Military Tribunal at Nuremburg
in 1946, this is 'the supreme international crime, differing only from other war
crimes in that it contains within itself  the accumulated evil of  the whole'.

Today, if  the International Criminal Court and the European Court of
Human Rights in Strasbourg are not able or willing to initiate proceedings
against one or both men, the British government should take the necessary
steps to do so.

Chilcot's findings also indict all those members of  Tony Blair's Cabinet
who participated in a series of  illegal, incompetent and disastrous decisions.
Again, the ICC, ECHR and British government should consider the steps that
should be taken to hold them to account under international law.

The pursuit by Blair, Bush and their senior representatives of  a pre-war
second UN resolution is now fully exposed as a cynical charade. In the
process, they deliberately intended to defame the United Nations
Organisation, subvert its procedures and destroy the reputation of  diplomatic
and political leaders who tried to stand in their way. 

The US-led invasion and occupation of  Iraq not only violated the
authority of  the UN, it also underlined why Britain's subservient military
alliance with the USA must be brought to an end at the earliest possible time. 

Chilcot declares that this alliance does not require 'unconditional' support
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for US military aggression. But the reality is that the US always demands
support and complicity, if  not direct involvement. Britain should withdraw
from a NATO alliance which involves us in a strategy of  expansion,
encirclement and provocation aimed at Russia and China in particular.  

The Communist Party of  Britain therefore welcomes the huge protest
being organised by the World Peace Council and the Polish peace movement
against the NATO summit in Warsaw this weekend.

The Chilcot Report sets out in great detail how the Blair government and
its senior officials distorted and misrepresented intelligence information,
thereby bringing government, politicians and the Labour Party itself  into even
greater public disrepute than had the previous conduct of  governments and
MPs.

It is significant that most of  the leading politicians in that New Labour
government, including its political advisors, together with those in the Tory
Opposition, have spent the past ten months trying to destroy the reputation
of  Labour Party leader Jeremy Corbyn.

They knew that his judgement and integrity concerning the Iraq War
stands in the sharpest contrast to their own dishonesty or gullibility. They
have done their utmost to damage his credibility, in the hope that this would
limit the impact of  his response to the Chilcot Report and kill off the
possibility of  him winning office and bringing them to account in law.

It is also significant that these same Establishment figures have been
desperate to secure Britain's continued membership of  the European Union,
allied as the EU now is under the Lisbon Treaty to NATO.

A major omission from the Chilcot Report is any detailed examination of
the alternatives to war in Iraq. Alongside MPs such as Jeremy Corbyn, the
Communist Party in Britain had long acted in solidarity with the Iraqi left and
democratic opposition to the regime of  Saddam Hussein – when the policy of
British and US imperialism was to support its repression of  the Iraqi
Communist Party and its murderous aggression against Iran.

Had British, European and US government policy been to support the
Iraqi democratic opposition, instead of  ignoring its advice and going to war,
then Saddam's dictatorship could have been brought to an end without the
mass killing and displacement of  civilians, civil war and the spread of  sectarian
terrorism.

This highlights the greatest omission from the Chilcot Report. It has failed
or refused to examine and expose the real motives of  US and British
imperialism for invading Iraq: namely, the capture of  Iraq's vast oil resources
and a re-shaping of  the 'Greater Middle East' in order to re-establish US and
Western political, economic and military domination of  the whole region,
from North Africa across to the Asian sub-continent.
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Political Committee, 13 July 2016:
COMMUNISTS CALL FOR LABOUR MOVEMENT AGENDA ON EU EXIT

Britain's Communist Party has called upon the left and the labour
movement to unite and defend the democratic decision of  the electorate to
leave the European Union.

'Some MPs are prepared to split the Labour Party and join pro-EU Tories
and others to subvert the referendum result in the interests of  big business',
Steve Johnson warned the CP political committee on Wednesday evening.

Instead, he urged, the labour movement urgently needs to unite around
an agenda of  its own for Britain's exit from the EU.

'Remaining in the Single European Market will leave big business free to
shift capital, jobs and workers around the continent to maximise profits,
making it impossible to develop the British economy in a planned and
balanced way', Mr Johnson told the meeting.

He said there was 'nothing progressive' about allowing employers and
gangmasters to use super-exploited migrant workers to undermine the
employment terms and conditions negotiated by trades unions.

Nor should Britain remain unable to take emergency measures to
protect,  nationalise and invest in strategically important industries such as
steel. 

'Leaving the EU must also enable future British governments to reduce or
abolish VAT on vital goods and services, instead of  going cap in hand to the
European Commission for permission', Mr Johnson added.

The party's London district secretary also urged the labour movement to
campaign for a reversal of  the 'racist Fortress Europe' policies that have raised
barriers to immigration from Asia, Africa and other parts of  the world.

'It should come as no surprise that many people of  Asian origin in Britain
voted against continued EU membership', Mr Johnson remarked, 'they have
seen how callously the EU treats non-EU immigrants and refugees'.

Political Committee, 10 August 2016:
FOR LEFT UNITY AGAINST CRISIS DANGER

The Communist Party has warned of  the dangers of  a deepening
economic recession and condemned the measures taken by the Bank of
England as wholly inadequate.

'Government action is vital to increase incomes and ensure real
investment', international secretary John Foster told the party's political
committee on Wednesday evening. 

Explaining that Britain's monopolised economy is dominated by a few
dozen investment companies in all the major industries, he said they were
desperate to extract maximum short-term profit from the firms they control.  

'Giving the banks more cheap money will simply increase speculation in
stock prices, stoke up inflation and depress purchasing power', Mr Foster
insisted, 'which is why we urgently need a Labour government that will invest
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directly in the public sector, build housing, restore social services and put
money into the pockets of  working people'.

He therefore deplored the continuing attempts from within the Labour
Party to overthrow a democratically elected leadership committed to these
policies.  

'The labour movement needs unity to attack a weak, ramshackle Tory
regime that is deeply divided on key issues and especially on the EU', Mr
Foster argued. 

'Theresa May’s cabinet is split on when to trigger Article 50, on the
customs union, the single market and EU stipulations on the movement of
labour – and only united on defending the interests of  big business', he
declared.  

'This is why it is so important that the Left takes advantages of  the
opportunities that now exist to rally support for a progressive outcome that
will benefit working people'.  

The Communist Party reaffirmed its view that only outside the EU single
market can Britain secure public ownership of  public transport and energy,
use state aid to rebuild industrial employment, prevent the imposition of  big
business trade treaties and use collective bargaining to prevent the super-
exploitation of  workers from other countries.

The CP political committee also paid tribute to workers at the Fawley
refinery who have taken industrial action to ensure equal pay and conditions
for overseas workers and expressed its solidarity with rail and oil workers
taking industrial action to defend jobs, working conditions and safety.

Political Committee, 21 September 2016:
REFERENDUM RESULT MUST STAND

Britain's Communists have applauded the 'one clear decision' of  the recent
Trades Union Congress, which was to accept that the people of  Britain have
voted to leave the EU.

In a report to the Communist Party’s Political Committee, CP trade union
organiser Graham Stevenson said that attempts to ignore the referendum
result, delay negotiations or hold a second vote are 'not now accepted by any
serious progressive force in the labour and trade union movement, outside of
parliament'.

The former president of  the European Transport Workers’ Federation
revealed how it was a 'matter of  amazement' to him that some people still
haven’t grasped that 'the EU has long been about creating a deregulated and
privatised paradise for European bosses'. 

Relaying how he had spent decades trying to modify Commission
liberalisation policy, only ever delaying it by Europe-wide strike action, the ex-
leader of  Unite’s transport industries said: 'The state is not neutral, whether
it’s at the local, national, or international level. And now there’s a forced
march to Euro-federalism and a European Army already on the way'.
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Mr Stevenson called for a recovery plan for Britain to trade with the
world, 'influenced by our tradition of  quality design, supplying publicly
supported skill training for all across the 130,000 manufacturing firms, most
of  which are not major corporations'.

Assessing the TUC conference, he criticised 'too many calls for lobbying
the government' instead of  taking bolder action. The CP trade union
organiser also warned against a false view behind the scenes that 'the worst
of  anti-union legislation may have been avoided' by late changes to the 2016
Trade Union Act.

Yet it was a real plus, Mr Stevenson added, that the conference
committed the TUC to organise a national anti-racist trade demonstration in
2017. The next step was for many thousands of  people to demonstrate at
the Tory conference in Birmingham on October 2 and to celebrate the 80th
anniversary of  Battle of  Cable Street in East London on October 9.  

Britain's Communists also declared that air attacks in breach of
international law in Yemen had to be seen in the light of  Britain selling £3.3bn
worth of  armaments to Saudi Arabia. According to Mr Stevenson, 'this is no
way to secure jobs growth, but how refreshing it is to hear Jeremy Corbyn's
riposte that having more low-paid precarious jobs is nothing to crow about!'. 

General Secretary, 24 September 2016:
COMMUNISTS WELCOME CORBYN VICTORY, URGE MASS ACTION AND
LEFT POLICIES

Jeremy Corbyn's victory will be welcomed by socialists and progressives
throughout the labour movement.

It was a win for all who want the Labour Party to fight for the interests of
workers and their families, for peace and environmental security. It was also a
triumph against the scurrilous barrage of  smears and distortions aimed at
Corbyn and his supporters by some Labour MPs and – with the notable
exception of  the Morning Star newspaper – almost the whole of  the national
mass media.

The top priorities for the whole movement now must be to challenge
ruling class policies, put forward a clear alternative and create the conditions
in which the Tory government can be swept from office at the earliest
opportunity.

The Communist Party therefore urges an upsurge in the kinds of   extra-
parliamentary and trade union campaigning which prepared the ground for
Corbyn's two election victories.

In such conditions, Labour can win huge popular support for a manifesto
that promises to: tax the rich and big business; invest in the NHS and
comprehensive education; renationalise the railways and energy utilities; build
a million more public sector homes; establish a federal Britain; introduce a
new Trade Union Freedom Bill; and pay armaments workers to produce hi-
tech alternative energy and transport products instead of  more nuclear
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weapons of  mass destruction.
That is also why the Communist Party urges full support for the People's

Assembly demonstration at the Tory Party conference next Sunday (October
2) in Birmingham, the Battle of  Cable Street anniversary march and rally in
London on Sunday, October 9, and for junior doctors, postal staff, railway
workers, council employees and other trade unionists striking to defend jobs,
services, pay and conditions. 

As for those Labour MPs who have no genuine intention to unite behind
the democratically elected leadership of  the Labour Party, their fate is best
left to their constituency party organisations. Labour Party members will
decide whether they want candidates and MPs who put the interests of  big
business, the EU and NATO before those of  the labour movement and
working class people.

Political Committee, 19 October 2016:
STOP THE PLOTS AND FIGHT FOR A 'PEOPLE'S BREXIT'

Communist Party chair Liz Payne has condemned the 'ongoing plotting to
sabotage the democratic decision of  the peoples of  Britain' to leave the EU.

In her report to the party's Political Committee on Wednesday evening,
she accused a 'cabal' of  Labour MPs and Lords of  working with Tory and
LibDem pro-EU parliamentarians to negate the June 23 referendum decision.

'Instead of  genuinely seeking the best exit terms, in other words a
"People's Brexit", they want to keep Britain in the EU or, at the very least, in
the EU single market', she declared.

Ms Payne condemned continuing membership of  the single market which,
she insisted, would mean putting the interests of  the 'City of  London casino'
and sections of  big business before those of  workers and their families.

In particular, she said it would prevent future British governments from
taking steps to protect key sectors of  the economy, invest in public services
and renationalised industries, replace the 'corrupt and wasteful' Common
Agricultural Policy, negotiate trade deals with the rest of  the world, reverse
racist 'Fortress Europe' immigration measures, slash or abolish VAT and halt
the super-exploitation of  migrant workers.

'We would continue to pay huge net contributions to the EU budget for
the privilege of  being monitored and bossed about by the unlected EU
Commission and the unaccountable European Central Bank', she pointed out.

The CP political committee continued preparations for the party's 54th
congress to be held in London on November 19-20. 

After the meeting, International Secretary John Foster announced that
among the international guests will be leaders of  the outlawed Communist
Party of  Ukraine, who will address a public meeting and then a cross-party
group of  MPs, together with Communist Party of  Ireland general secretary
Eugene McCartan.  
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Executive Committee, 5 November 2016:
POPULAR SOVEREIGNTY AT STAKE

The democratic principle at stake in the European Union struggle is not
parliamentary sovereignty but the sovereignty of  the people, Communist
Party general secretary Robert Griffiths told the party's executive committee
at the weekend.

He was responding to last week's ruling by the High Court that the British
government must consult MPs and peers before triggering negotiations to
leave the EU.

'The rights of  the Westminster parliament were asserted against the
monarchy in the 17th century in order to enforce the interests of  the rising
capitalist class', he argued. But sovereignty has since passed to the people, as
the result of  mass campaigns by the working class and women to secure
universal suffrage.

'And the people decided on June 23 that Britain should leave the
European Union', Mr Griffiths pointed out, accusing an alliance of  business
people, MPs and establishment judges of  seeking to sabotage the exit process
by setting terms and conditions on it.

He insisted that the referendum vote reflected a popular desire for
elected governments and parliaments in Britain to decide trade, tax and social
policies, rather than unreformable EU treaties and unelected EU institutions.

'Membership of  the Single European Market would not satisfy that
popular demand', he asserted, 'because it would prevent Britain from taking
the necessary steps to support strategic industries, radically reform or abolish
VAT, nationalise and modernise public utilities and services or take action to
stop the super-exploitation of  migrant workers'.   

The CP leader also poured scorn on the notion that the backlash against
the High Court ruling represented an attack on the 'independent judiciary'.

'Britain's judges are only independent of  the working class, not of  the
ruling class and its public school system', Mr Griffiths remarked. He cited a list
of  judicial rulings and inquiries over the years that had hamstrung trade unions
and kept innocent Irish people in prison, while 'white-washing the crimes of
British imperialism and its corrupt armaments industry from Ireland to Iraq
and Saudi Arabia'.  

Political Committee, 9 November 2016:
LEFT MUST TAKE THE LEAD IN THE US AND BRITAIN

Given the choice in the US presidential election between a neoliberal,
banker-oriented, imperialist warmonger or Trump’s demagogic promises to
regenerate industry, create jobs, end crime and 'drain the swamp' of
corruption, nobody should be too surprised at the result, Bill Greenshields
told the Communist Party of  Britain's political committee on Wednesday
evening (November 9).

He accused the political and media 'establishment' of  being as out of
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touch with working class realities, frustrations and aspirations in the USA as
they are in Britain. 

Socialists, communists and the left have played a part in mobilising people
against austerity, capitalist globalisation and imperialist war, helping to show
how politicians and the media are in the pockets of  the rich and powerful, Mr
Greenshields remarked.   

'But protest has not been at a high enough level for people to see through
right wing populism as well', he insisted.

While Trump's victory, like the Brexit referendum vote in Britain, has
disoriented the ruling class and their politicians in both countries, a strong
socialist and progressive alternative also has to be built. 

'Otherwise', Mr Greenshields warned, 'an alliance between the most
reactionary circles of  finance capital and a section of  working people turning
to right-wing populism and nationalism could sow the seeds of  fascism'.

The former CP chair and President of  the National Union Teachers said it
was counter-productive to dismiss all or even most Trump or Brexit
supporters as racists and bigots. 

Instead the left everywhere must develop action and thought around the
left alternative, while giving no quarter to racism, sexism and other ideas that
divide the working class and the people.
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