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Comrades, allow me to convey the warmest
greetings to you all on behalf  of  the People and the
Government of  the Bolivarian Republic of  Venezuela,
and to express my personal gratitude to the Marx
Memorial Library for giving me the opportunity to say
a few words in commemoration of  Karl Marx.

Marxism has been present in the revolutionary
ideas of  Latin America throughout the twentieth
century, when Communist parties emerged all over
the region and were forced to go underground by the
repressive governments of  the time. In Venezuela
especially, Marxist ideas were rooted deep in the soil
of  our revolutionary tradition, which goes back to the
struggles against slavery and oppression, and the War
for Independence which in Venezuela became a civil
war.

In present times, as you may know, the legacy of
Marx is at the core of  the Bolivarian Revolution and
more specifically in the policies of  our Government.
Our social programs are inspired by the ideas of  Karl
Marx, giving priority to the inclusion of  poor people
into health, education, and housing systems. 

Our Revolution also has been playing a crucial role
in integrating Latin America into a regional project for
Unity. In the last decade we had played a key role and
we had also been deeply involved in the formation of
to the Community of  Latin American and Caribbean
States (CELAC), the Union of  South American
Nations (UNASUR) and the Bolivarian Alliance for
the Peoples of  America (ALBA).  

These great efforts towards the construction of
our unified Homeland, are at risk. These great efforts
towards a development of  socialism in a unified Latin
America, are at risk.

In 2006, in the World Social Forum in Caracas,
President Chávez warned us that there was not much
time left to implement the socialism envisaged by Karl
Marx, saying, and I quote:
“I think that time is short, I think that there will be

nothing beyond the 21st century if  we do not change the
world’s course in this  century, I think that the phrase of
Karl Marx is today more valid and dramatic than ever,

there is hardly any time left: socialism or death, but real
death— of  the entire human species and of  life on
planet earth, because capitalism is destroying the planet,
capitalism is destroying life on earth, capitalism is
destroying the ecological equilibrium of  the planet; the
destructive development of  the capitalist model is
putting an end to life on earth. I believe it’s now or
never”. 

But as we have found, there is no easy way. In
2016, and so far in 2017, President Maduro´s
government has made great efforts in overcoming an
avalanche of  attacks. Firstly, the right wing
opposition, in control of  Parliament since December
2015, has made the overthrow of the constitutional
Government of  Venezuela its number one priority.
Secondly, the price of  oil, the main export of
Venezuela, fell to its lowest point in decades, so that
we suffered an 85% drop in our national income. 

On top of  that, Washington declared Venezuela to
be an “unusual and extraordinary threat to the US
national security and foreign policy”, and since that
moment, the economic war organized by the right
wing opposition has dramatically intensified, affecting
the distribution of  food and medicines, while the
international media began to promote the possibility
of  a humanitarian intervention in Venezuela.

Up to this day, the Bolivarian Government has
managed to deal with this multi-pronged aggression,
and to increase the popular organizational capabilities
and consciousness of  our people, the unity of  the
social coalition that supports the Bolivarian
Revolution. Right now we are facing a renewed right
wing international campaign launched by the
imperialist forces. But we are aware of  our role, and
of the call made by Karl Marx in the 19th century:
“the workers of  the world have nothing to lose but
their chains, workers of  the world unite.”

Thank you.
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Karl Marx
VI Lenin

KARL MARx was born on May 5, 1818 (New
Style), in the city of  Trier (Rhenish Prussia). His
father was a lawyer, a Jew, who in 1824 adopted
Protestantism. The family was well-to-do, cultured,
but not revolutionary. After graduating from a
gymnasium in Trier, Marx entered the university,
first at Bonn and later in Berlin, where he read law,
majoring in history and philosophy. He concluded
his university course in 1841, submitting a doctoral
thesis on the philosophy of  Epicurus. At the time
Marx was a Hegelian idealist in his views. In Berlin,
he belonged to the circle of  “Left Hegelians” (Bruno
Bauer and others) who sought to draw atheistic and
revolutionary conclusions from Hegel’s philosophy.

After graduating, Marx moved to Bonn, hoping to
become a professor. However, the reactionary
policy of  the government, which deprived Ludwig
Feuerbach of  his chair in 1832, refused to allow him
to return to the university in 1836, and in 1841
forbade young Professor Bruno Bauer to lecture at
Bonn, and made Marx abandon the idea of  an
academic career. Left Hegelian views were making
rapid headway in Germany at the time. Feuerbach
began to criticize theology, particularly after 1836,
and turn to materialism, which in 1841 gained
ascendancy in his philosophy (The Essence of
Christianity). The year 1843 saw the appearance of
his Principles of  the Philosophy of  the Future. “One
must oneself  have experienced the liberating effect”
of  these books, Engels subsequently wrote of  these
works of  Feuerbach. “We [i.e., the Left Hegelians,
including Marx] all became at once Feuerbachians.”
At that time, some radical bourgeois in the
Rhineland, who were in touch with the Left
Hegelians, founded, in Cologne, an opposition
paper called Rheinische Zeitung (The first issue
appeared on January 1, 1842). Marx and Bruno
Bauer were invited to be the chief  contributors, and
in October 1842 Marx became editor-in-chief  and
moved from Bonn to Cologne. The newspaper’s
revolutionary-democratic trend became more and
more pronounced under Marx’s editorship, and the
government first imposed double and triple
censorship on the paper, and then on January 1
1843 decided to suppress it. Marx had to resign the
editorship before that date, but his resignation did
not save the paper, which suspended publication in
March 1843. Of  the major articles Marx contributed
to Rheinische Zeitung, Engels notes, in addition to
those indicated below (see Bibliography),1 an article
on the condition of  peasant winegrowers in the
Moselle Valley.2 Marx’s journalistic activities
convinced him that he was insufficiently acquainted
with political economy, and he zealously set out to
study it.

In 1843, Marx married, at Kreuznach, a childhood
friend he had become engaged to while still a
student. His wife came of  a reactionary family of
the Prussian nobility, her elder brother being

Prussia’s Minister of  the Interior during a most
reactionary period—1850-58. In the autumn of
1843, Marx went to Paris in order to publish a
radical journal abroad, together with Arnold Ruge
(1802-1880); Left Hegelian; in prison in 1825-30; a
political exile following 1848, and a Bismarckian
after 1866-70). Only one issue of  this journal,
Deutsch-Französische Jahrbücher, appeared;3

publication was discontinued owing to the difficulty
of  secretly distributing it in Germany, and to
disagreement with Ruge. Marx’s articles in this
journal showed that he was already a revolutionary
who advocated “merciless criticism of  everything
existing”, and in particular the “criticism by
weapon”,13 and appealed to the masses and to the
proletariat.

In September 1844, Frederick Engels came to
Paris for a few days, and from that time on became
Marx’s closest friend. They both took a most active
part in the then seething life of  the revolutionary
groups in Paris (of  particular importance at the time
was Proudhon’s4 doctrine), which Marx pulled to
pieces in his Poverty of  Philosophy, 1847); waging a
vigorous struggle against the various doctrines of
petty-bourgeois socialism, they worked out the
theory and tactics of  revolutionary proletarian
socialism, or communism Marxism). See Marx’s
works of  this period, 1844-48 in the Bibliography. At
the insistent request of  the Prussian government,
Marx was banished from Paris in 1845, as a
dangerous revolutionary. He went to Brussels. In the
spring of  1847 Marx and Engels joined a secret
propaganda society called the Communist League;5

they took a prominent part in the League’s Second
Congress (London, November 1847), at whose
request they drew up the celebrated Communist
Manifesto, which appeared in February 1848. With
the clarity and brilliance of  genius, this work outlines
a new world-conception, consistent with
materialism, which also embrace the realm of  social
life; dialectics, as the most comprehensive and
profound doctrine of  development; the theory of
the class struggle and of  the world-historic
revolutionary role of  the proletariat—the creator of
a new, communist society.

On the outbreak of  the Revolution of  February
1848,6 Marx was banished from Belgium. He
returned to Paris, whence, after the March
Revolution,7 he went to Cologne, Germany, where
Neue Rheinische Zeitung8 was published from June 1,
1848, to May 19, 1849, with Marx as editor-in-chief.
The new theory was splendidly confirmed by the
course of the revolutionary events of 1848-49, just
as it has been subsequently confirmed by all
proletarian and democratic movements in all
countries of the world. The victorious counter-
revolution first instigated court proceedings against
Marx (he was acquitted on February 9, 1849), and
then banished him from Germany (May 16, 1849).
First Marx went to Paris, was again banished after
the demonstration of June 13, 1849,9 and then went
to London, where he lived until his death.

His life as a political exile was a very hard one, as
the correspondence between Marx and Engels
(published in 1913) clearly reveals. Poverty weighed
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heavily on Marx and his family; had it not been for
Engels’ constant and selfless financial aid, Marx
would not only have been unable to complete
Capital but would have inevitably have been crushed
by want. Moreover, the prevailing doctrines and
trends of  petty-bourgeois socialism, and of  non-
proletarian socialism in general, forced Marx to
wage a continuous and merciless struggle and
sometime to repel the most savage and monstrous
personal attacks (Herr Vogt).10 Marx, who stood
aloof  from circles of  political exiles, developed his
materialist theory in a number of  historical works
(see Bibliography), devoting himself  mainly to a
study of  political economy. Marx revolutionized
science (see “The Marxist Doctrine”, below) in his
Contribution to the Critique of  Political Economy
(1859) and Capital (Vol. I, 1867).

The revival of  the democratic movements in the
late fifties and in the sixties recalled Marx to
practical activity. In 1864 (September 28) the
International Working Men’s Association—the
celebrated First International—was founded in
London. Marx was the heart and soul of  this
organization, and author of  its first Address11 and of
a host of  resolutions, declaration and manifestoes.
In uniting the labor movement of  various forms of
non-proletarian, pre-Marxist socialism (Mazzini,
Proudhon, Bakunin, liberal trade-unionism in Britain,
Lassallean vacillations to the right in Germany, etc.),
and in combating the theories of  all these sects and
schools, Marx hammered out a uniform tactic for
the proletarian struggle of  the working in the
various countries. Following the downfall of  the
Paris Commune (1871)—of which gave such a
profound, clear-cut, brilliant effective and
revolutionary analysis (The Civil War In France,
1871)—and the Bakunin-caused12 cleavage in the
International, the latter organization could no longer
exist in Europe. After the Hague Congress of  the
International (1872), Marx had the General Council
of  the International had played its historical part,
and now made way for a period of  a far greater
development of  the labor movement in all countries
in the world, a period in which the movement grew
in scope, and mass socialist working-class parties in
individual national states were formed.

Marx’s health was undermined by his strenuous
work in the International and his still more
strenuous theoretical occupations. He continued
work on the refashioning of  political economy and
on the completion of  Capital, for which he collected
a mass of  new material and studied a number of
languages (Russian, for instance). However, ill-health
prevented him from completing Capital.

His wife died on December 2, 1881, and on
March 14, 1883, Marx passed away peacefully in his
armchair. He lies buried next to his wife at Highgate
Cemetery in London. Of  Marx’s children some died
in childhood in London, when the family were living
in destitute circumstances. Three daughters married
English and French socialists; Eleanor Aveling, Laura
Lafargue and Jenny Longuet. The latters’ son is a
member of  the French Socialist Party.

Notes

1 This “Bibliography” written by Lenin for the article is not
included.—Ed.

2 The reference is to the article “Justification of  the The
reference is to the Deutsch-Franzosische Jahrbucher (German-
French Annals), a magazine edited by Karl Marx and Arnold
Ruge and published in German in Paris. Only the first issue, a
double one, appeared, in February 1844. It included works by
Karl Marx and Frederick Engels which marked the final
transition of  Marx and Engels to materialism and
communism. Publication of  the magazine was discontinued
mainly as a result of  basic differences of  opinion between
Marx and the bourgeois radical Ruge.—Ed.

4 Proudhonism—An unscientific trend in petty-bourgeois
socialism, hostile to Marxism, so called after its ideologist, the
French anarchist Pierre Joseph Proudhon. Proudhon criticized
big capitalist property from the petty-bourgeois position and
dreamed of perpetuating small private ownership. He
proposed the foundation of  “people’s” and “exchange”
banks, with the aid of  which the workers would be able to
acquire the means of  production, become handicraftsmen
and ensure the just marketing of  their produce. Proudhon did
not understand the historic role of  the proletariat and
displayed a negative attitude to the class struggle, the
proletarian revolution, and the dictatorship of  the proletariat;
as an anarchist, he denied the need for the state. Marx
subjected Proudhonism to ruthless criticism in his work The
Poverty of  Philosophy.—Ed.

5 The Communist League—The first international communist
organization of  the proletariat founded under the guidance of
Marx and Engels in London early in June 1847.
Marx and Engels helped to work out the programmatic and
organizational principles of  the League; they wrote its
programme—the Manifesto of  the Communist Party, published
in February 1848.
The Communist League was the predecessor of  the
International Working Men’s Association (The First
International). It existed until November 1852, its prominent
members later playing a leading role in the First
International.—Ed.

6 The reference is to the bourgeois revolutions in Germany
and Austria which began in March 1848.—Ed.

7 The reference is to the bourgeois revolution in France in
February 1848.—Ed.

8 Die Neue Rheinische Zeitung (New Rhenish Gazette)—
Published in Cologne from June 1, 1848, to May 19, 1849.
Marx and Engels directed the newspaper, Marx being its
editor-in-chief. Lenin characterized Die Neue Rheinische
Zeitung as “the finest and unsurpassed organ of  the
revolutionary proletariat”. Despite persecution and the
obstacles placed in its way by the police, the newspaper
staunchly defended the interests of  revolutionary democracy,
the interests of  the proletariat. Because of  Marx’s
banishment from Prussia in May 1849 and the persecution of
the other editors. Die Neue Rheinische Zeitung had to cease
publication.—Ed.

9 The reference is to the mass demonstration in Paris
organized by the Montagne, the party of  the petty
bourgeoisie, in protest against the infringement by the
President and the majority in the Legislative Assembly of  the
constitutional orders established in the revolution of  1848.
The demonstration was dispersed by the government.—Ed.

10 The reference is to Marx’s pamphlet Herr Vogt, which was
written in reply to the slanderous pamphlet by Vogt, a
Bonapartist agent provocateur, My Process Against “Allgemeine
Zeitung”.—Ed.

11 The First International Workingmen’s Association was the
first international tendency that grouped together all the
worlds’ workers parties in one unified international party.—
Ed.

12 Bakuninism—A trend called after its leader Mikhail Bakunin,
an ideologist of  anarchism and enemy of Marxism and
scientific socialism.—Ed.

13 These words are from Marx’s “Critique of  the Hegelian
Philosophy of  Right: Introduction.” The relevant passage reads:
“The weapon of criticism cannot, of  course, replace criticism
by weapon, material force must be overthrown by a material
force; but theory, too, becomes a material force, as soon as it
grips the masses.”—Lenin



IN THE yEAR of the 100th anniversary of the Great
October Revolution, we are afforded an opportunity
to reconsider the significance for the world-wide class
struggle of celebrating and commemorating key
events through which the working class and its allies
have irreversibly transformed that struggle and so
changed the course of history. 

Karl Marx showed in his penetrating
contemporary analysis, The Civil War in France, that the
Paris Commune (18 March – 28 May 1871) was such an
event, when for the first time the working class seized
power from the bourgeoisie and revealed the
imperative and potential for organised workers to
defeat the capitalist state.  The Commune would “be
forever celebrated as the glorious harbinger of a new
society” Marx wrote in May 1871.  This was exactly
what the ruling class, which had supressed the
Commune in a ruthless bloodbath, was determined to
avoid. As Marx clearly exposed in July1871 in his
penetrating analysis of the role of the contemporary
mass media, it applied the full ideological force of “the
daily press and telegraph” to its attempt to supress
any awareness of the true nature of the Commune
and ensure that the working class was turned against
the Communards and their achievements. 

Such was the whipped-up prejudice created in
London that on the first anniversary, when Karl Marx
and others went to meet with refugees from Paris to
celebrate the memory of the Commune they were
denied access to their hired venue (St George’s Hall,
Upper Regent Street) by the landlord1. In Paris, so
fearful was the establishment of organised workers
retaining consciousness of their power and potential
that it attempted what has been described as “state
obliteration of the memory of the Commune”2. 

However, on 18 March 1880, despite every effort
of the forces of reaction in France to prevent it,
celebration of the anniversary of the Commune was
openly marked in the city where it had taken place.
This was a victory for the people of Paris in their fight
to secure their freedom to mark the event. The
granting of an amnesty later that year was surely
motivated by the desire of the ruling class finally to
eradicate the memory which constant agitation for the
right of exiles to return had kept alive.  

After Karl Marx died on 14 March 1883, the annual
commemoration of his death was to become closely
connected by proximity of date and commonality of
substance with the annual celebration of the events in
Paris in 1871.  To mark the first anniversary of the
passing of Karl Marx and at the same time celebrate
the proclamation of the Commune, thousands came
together singing the Marseillaise at the entrance to
Highgate Cemetery in March 1884. They were turned
away by several hundred police and even Eleanor was
not allowed in to place flowers on her father’s grave.
Undeterred the demonstrators moved on to the
nearby Dartmouth Park and held mighty rally there3.

Already, in London, the annual coming together of

the Left to remember and learn from the Commune
had become a truly international gathering.  In 1886,
the Commune anniversary at the South Place Institute
in Moorgate was attended by representatives of the
movement from France, Germany, Italy and Russia.
On this occasion Eleanor Marx made what is regarded
as one of the finest speeches of her life on the crucial
role of women in the in the events in Paris in the
spring of 1871. 

But not everyone on the Left was convinced of the
importance of the commemorations and questioned
the merits of celebrating “a defeat”.  On 19 March
1887, 130 years ago today, William Morris published
an article for Commonweal in response to their doubts
– “Why we celebrate the Commune”4.  In this short
piece he sets out why it is the unquestionable duty of
all socialists to so celebrate.  The events had been
subject to slander, lies, hypocritical concealments, and
false deductions.  A deeply rooted superstition had
been created in the minds of those who had
information enough to have heard of the Commune
and ignorance enough to accept the bourgeois legend
as the truth.  Through the celebrations they and
others who had not been touched by socialism might
learn.  Morris was clear that although the
Communards may have failed with huge sacrifice in
their immediate aims, they nonetheless “quickened
and strengthened the ideas of freedom by their
courageous action and made our hope of today
possible”. They did indeed, he says, lay the foundation
stone of the new world that is to be.

We do well to reflect on these celebrations as we
move forward to celebrate the 100th anniversary of
the Great October Revolution when the working class,
building on the knowledge made available by Marx and
its application to struggle and revolution by Lenin, took
and held onto state power through the will and
sacrifice of the people and began the work of creating
a society free from exploitation and oppression and
opened irreversibly the door to the stage of transition
from capitalism to socialism.  As in the time of Marx,
the forces of imperialism and reaction have done
everything in their waning power in the century since
1917 to besmirch, mystify, denigrate, supress and
eradicate the legacy of that glorious people’s victory.
They have not succeeded.  It is our duty and joy to
celebrate it. From it we will learn and be inspired. Thus
we will reclaim and share our history and by so doing
we will be emboldened to struggle and sacrifice to
defeat imperialism, secure in the knowledge that a
peaceful and socialist future will be ours.

Notes
1 Knapp, y. (1972) Eleanor Marx; Volume 1 Family Life,

International Publishers, New york, p.134f.
2 Wilson, C. (2007) Paris and the Commune, 1871-78: The

Politics of  Forgetting, Manchester University Press, Manchester.
3 Holmes, R. (2014) Eleanor Marx: A Life, Bloomsbury, London,

p.201
4 Morris, W. (19 March 1887) “Why we celebrate the

Commune” in Commonweal, Volume 3, No. 62, p.89f.  

Our duty is to celebrate
Liz Payne Chair of  the Communist Party of  Britain



Internationale
Written by Eugene Pottier after the murderous
assault against the Paris Commune in 1871.  The
melody was added later by Pierre Degeyter. 

Arise, ye starvelings, from your slumbers
Arise, ye criminals of  want
For reason in revolt now thunders
And at last ends the age of  cant
Away with all your superstitions
Servile masses, arise, arise
We'll change forthwith the old conditions
And spurn the dust to win the prize

Then comrades, come, rally,
And the last fight let us face
The Internationale
Unites the human race
Then comrades, come, rally,
And the last fight let us face
The Internationale
Unites the human race

We peasants, artisans and others
Enrolled among the sons of  toil
Let's change the earth henceforth for brothers
Drive the indolent from the soil
On our flesh too long has fed the raven
We've too long been the vulture's prey
But now farewell the spirit craven
The dawn brings in a brighter day

IN NOVEMBER of  last year—1912—it was twenty-five years since the death of
the French worker-poet, Eugène Pottier, author of  the famous proletarian song,
the Internationale (“Arise ye starvelings from your slumbers”, etc.).

This song has been translated into all European and other languages. In whatever
country a class-conscious worker finds himself, wherever fate may cast him,
however much he may feel himself  a stranger, without language, without friends,
far from his native country—he can find himself  comrades and friends by the
familiar refrain of  the Internationale.

The workers of  all countries have adopted the song of  their foremost fighter, the
proletarian poet, and have made it the world-wide song of  the proletariat.

And so the workers of  all countries now honour the memory of  Eugène Pottier.
His wife and daughter are still alive and living in poverty, as the author of  the
Internationale lived all his life. He was born in Paris on October 4, 1816. He was
14 when he composed his first song, and it was called: Long Live Liberty! In 1848
he was a fighter on the barricades in the workers’ great battle against the
bourgeoisie.

Pottier was born into a poor family, and all his life remained a poor man, a
proletarian, earning his bread as a packer and later by tracing patterns on fabrics.

From 1840 onwards, he responded to all great events in the life of  France with
militant songs, awakening the consciousness of  the backward, calling on the
workers to   unite, castigating the bourgeoisie and the bourgeois governments of
France.

In the days of  the great Paris Commune (1871), Pottier was elected a member.
Of the 3,600 votes cast, he received 3,352. He took part in all the activities of
the Commune, that first proletarian government.

The fall of  the Commune forced Pettier to flee to England and, and then to
America. His famous song, the Internationale, was written in June 1871—you
might say, the day after the bloody defeat in May.

The Commune was crushed—but Pottier’s Internationale spread its ideas
throughout the world, and it is now more alive than ever before.
In 1876, in exile, Pettier wrote a poem, The Workingmen of  America to the
Workingmen of  France. In it he described the life of  workers under the yoke of
capitalism, their poverty, their back-breaking toil, their exploitation, and their
firm confidence in the coming victory of  their cause.

It was only nine years after the Commune that Pottier returned to France, where
he at once joined the Workers’ Party. The first volume of  his verse was
published in 1884, the second volume, entitled Revolutionary Songs, came out in
1887.

A number of  other songs by the worker-poet were published after his death.
On November 8, 1887, the workers of  Paris carried the remains of  Eugène
Pottier to the Père Lachaise cemetery, where the executed Communards are
buried. The police savagely attacked the crowd in an effort to snatch the red
banner. A vast crowd took part in the civic funeral. On all sides there were
shouts of  “Long live Pottier!”

Pottier died in poverty. But he left a memorial which is truly more enduring than
the handiwork of  man. He was one of  the greatest propagandists by song.
When he was composing his first song, the number of  worker socialists ran to
tens, at most. Eugène Pottier’s historic song is now known to tens of  millions of
proletarians.

First published in Pravda No. 2, January 3, 1913. 
Lenin Collected Works, Progress Publishers, 1971, Moscow, 
Volume 36, pages 223-224. 

V I  Lenin on the
anniversary of  the death
of  Eugène Pottier
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Marx Memorial Library 
& Workers' School

MARx HOUSE was built in 1738 as a Welsh Charity school. It educated boys
and later a few girls – the children of  Welsh artisans living in poverty in
Clerkenwell. Gradually the intake became too large and the school moved to
new premises in 1772. After this the building was divided into separate
workshops one of  which became the home to the London Patriotic Society from
1872 until 1892.

The Twentieth Century Press occupied 37a and 38, and expanded into 37 by
1909 – thereby returning the House to single occupancy for the first time since
its days as a charity school. The Twentieth Century Press was founded by the
Social Democratic Federation as printer for its journal Justice. It was the first
socialist Press in Clerkenwell. An early benefactor was William Morris, who
guaranteed the rent of  the Patriotic Club to the Twentieth Century Press. During
its time in Clerkenwell Green, the Twentieth Century Press produced several of
the earliest English editions of  the works of  Marx and Engels. The Twentieth
Century Press remained at the building until 1922.

Lenin was exiled in London and worked in the building from April 1902 to
May 1903. During this period he shared the office of  Harry Quelch, the director
of  the Twentieth Century Press, from there he edited and printed the journal
ISKRA (The Spark), which was smuggled into Russia. The office is still preserved
and open to visitors.

In 1933, the fiftieth anniversary of  the death of  Karl Marx, a delegate meeting
comprising trade unionists, veteran socialists belonging to the Labour Party and
Communist Party, and representatives of  the Labour Research Department and
Martin Lawrence Publishers Ltd., considered setting up a permanent memorial to
him. That year also saw the Nazis in Germany burning books. In these
circumstances the meeting resolved that the most appropriate memorial would
be a Library. Thus the Marx Memorial Library and Workers School (as it was
then known) was established at 37a Clerkenwell Green that year. Study classes,
held in the evenings, became the distinguishing feature of  the Workers’ School,
which was divided into faculties of  science, history and political economy.

The Library expanded to occupy the whole building over the years. The
premises achieved Grade II listed building status in 1967 and in 1969 the façade
was restored to the way it had originally looked in 1738. During further
refurbishments in 1986, tunnels were discovered underneath the Library. Their
origins are obscure but they significantly pre-date the building.

Since its establishment the Marx Memorial Library has been the intellectual
home of  generations of  scholars interested in studying Marx and Marxism. The
Library is home to an impressive number and variety of  archives and collections
including the full run of  the Daily Worker and Morning Star, The International
Brigade Archive, Bernal Peace Library, the James Klugmann Collection and an
extensive photograph Library.  As a registered charity we rely on your support
to continue our work as one of  the foremost institutions serving the British
labour movement and working people, in preserving their past and in providing
practical education for the future.

Communist Party
of  Britain

THE COMMUNIST PARTy was founded in 1920
from the unification of  the marxist and revolutionary
workers’ organisations which traced their lineage
from the International Working Man’s Association
and the Communist League of  Karl Marx and
Frederick Engels.

The Great October Socialist Revolution in Russia
in 1917 had a tremendous impact on the working
class in Britain and across the world. There was a
great movement of  solidarity with the Russian
workers, against military intervention by the
imperialist powers. 

In the decades that have followed the Communist
Party has fought both for the immediate demands of
the working class and for its conquest of  state
power.

The Communist Party believes that socialist
revolution and the construction of  a fundamentally
new type of  society to replace capitalism is essential
for the future of  humanity and our planet. 

In all three countries of  Britain, capitalism has
become a barrier to balanced economic
development, environmental security, social justice
and meaningful democracy. The big business profit
system has to be replaced by a new system –
socialism – based on mass participation in decision
making, social ownership of  the economy,
democratic planning and solidarity. 

But fundamental change will also require a
transfer of  political power, taking it out of  the hands
of  a small number of  monopoly capitalists whose
interests dominate our society.

Such a revolutionary process will have to be led
by the working class – the producers of  society's
wealth – at the head of  an alliance of  forces
representing the interests of  the people as a whole.


