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coMMUnists

Britain’s coMMUnists
have called for a Labour vote
everywhere. and stood down

their candidates in the interests of
unity. in a decision widely
welcomed in the labour movement
the party’s general secretary rob
Griffiths said: ‘the working class
and peoples of England, scotland
and Wales face a stark choice on
June 8: whether to vote for more
austerity, privatisation, growing
inequality, militarism and war; or to
elect a left-led Labour government
with policies to enhance our public
services, invest in industry and

housing, combat poverty, safeguard
the environment, liberate the trade
unions, promote social justice and
pursue an independent foreign
policy based on peace and
international solidarity.”

the statement continued:
theresa May and the tories want a
bigger commons majority in order
to force through a raft of policies
opposed by many millions of people
in Britain, including:
H Five more years of austerity and
privatisation of the nHs and other
public services.
H the reintroduction of grammar
and therefore, in effect, of
secondary modern schools.

H a new round of anti-trade union
laws, aimed at workers in public
transport, education and other
important services.
H renewal of the trident nuclear
weapons system under Us control,
at a cost of more than £150bn.

in particular, May and her closest
allies want to negotiate an
agreement with the EU that would
keep Britain in the European single
Market in all but name, which
would mean no return of
democratic control over trade,
capital movements, public
investment (including state aid for
industry), procurement policy,
agriculture or over the super-

exploitation of migrant labour.
almost certainly, too, Britain would
have to pay an extortionate ‘exit
fee’ and grant favourable access to
EU citizens wishing to live or work
here - concessions which would be
opposed by at least some anti-EU
tory MPs.

the tories also intend to delete
any EU policies incorporated into
British law that stand in the way of
big business profits, expecially in
such areas as employment rights,
health and safety, consumer
protection and environmental
standards. Many of these policies
are feeble, but better than nothing. 

continUED oVErLEaF

Labour
to win

       

Vote Labour everywhere for a left-led government

Panic stations at tory
campaign headquarters.
With their campaign re-

launch  put on hold and the opinion
polls showing Labour closing fast
there is  a growing sense – among
the ruling elite as well as among
millions of working people – that
Labour under Jeremy corbyn could
win this election.

the tories have been being
beaten on policy with millions
enthused by Labour’s stellar
package of measures which will
improve their lives.

the latest YouGov/times poll
shows the conservative lead has
cut from 24 points to 5 points.

Labour has risen to 38 per cent.
if repeated across the country this
would  mean Labour taking seats
from the tories and would be in
striking distance of forming a
government.

theresa May’s  approval ratings

have dropped from ten per cent to
just one per cent. Jeremy
corbyn’s – despite gutter press
attacks, biased broadcasting and
sabotage from Labour’s rights
wing – has rocketed.

the tory U-turn, after May
refused to cap life time care costs
and the humiliating climbdown over
our schoolkids’ breakfasts, has
damaged tory credibility among its
own supporters. and Jeremy
corbyn’s long standing opposition
to Britain’s imperialist wars, has
given extra strength to his assault
on bi partisan foreign policy.
Labour’s leader has put an end to
the politics of ‘no choice’ . 

Blair and Brown – with their
enthusiastic backing for war and big
business friendly policies opening
the door to  privatisation threw
away four million Labour, mostly
working class, votes. Manchester’s
appalling bomb atrocity shows that

foreign policy really
has domestic consequences and the
anti-war movement has been
proved correct. 

Decades of cuddling up to Middle
Eastern monarchs and covertly
supporting jihadi terrorists has
opened the door to a blowback
which has taken the lives of our

young people.
in the last election only the

communist candidates called for a
fundamental shift in wealth from
the rich. today it is Labour policy. 

together, in unity we can make
its the policy of a left-led Labour
government that can weaken the
power of the ruling class and open
the way to working class power.

s FLASHBACK TO THE LAST ELECTION! 



Join Britain’s revolutionary party
of working class power 
and liberation

The Morning Star is the world’s only
English language socialist daily paper and
has just celebrated its 50th birthday.

It was founded in 1930 as the Daily
Worker to be the organ of  the central
committee of  the Communist Party and in
1948 became a co-operative, the People’s
Press Printing Sociey.  It is run by an
elected management committee which
currently has ten national trade unions in
membership. 

The paper provides day to day coverage
of the fight for workplace rights, equal
rights and the struggle against austerity.
Until his election as Labour leader Jeremy

Corbyn was a weekly columnist. 
Leading figures in the labour and trade

union movement and progressives and
peace activists write regularly in the paper.
There is a vibrant arts page and the
paper’s sports coverage, especially football
(including womens’ football), boxing and
racing is renowned.

The paper’s online edition is proving
very popular with busy trade union
activists who want and need reliable and
informed labour movement news. The
Morning Star is on sale at all Co-op Stores,
RS McColls and can be ordered at your
local newsagent. 
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‘The Morning Star is
the most precious and
only voice we have in
the daily media’

Jeremy Corbyn

this pamphlet looks at the course of
the Brexit negotiations themselves:
how options are currently being
defined by the British government
and what their implications are for
workers’ rights. it starts by
examining the EU: its positive
achievements but also its neo-liberal
economic framework and the
consequences both for the crisis of
social democracy and the rise of
right-wing populism. the third
section looks at the objectives of
British big business and the city of
London, the relationship with the
Us, and most important of all, why
British big business and the city will
not and cannot resolve the basic
problems facing the British
economy and why public sector
intervention is essential.

the pamphlet ends by considering
the opportunities and dangers posed
by the negotiations for working
people in Britain. it argues that the
opportunity now exists for restoring
democratic control over the
economy, for addressing the
structural problems of stagnation
and job loss and for re-establishing
workers’ rights. a campaign for such
an outcome has the potential to
galvanise a wider movement across
Europe and constitutes the best
chance for winning the battle
against right-wing populism.

the alternative, of the tory
government creating a new right-
wing populist base for neo-liberal
economics, is one that should
persuade every trade unionist of the
necessity to campaign for a
progressive settlement.

Buy at http://tinyurl.com/hwj6pby
www.communist-party.org.uk

BrEXit

HoW sHoULD Britain’s exit
from the European Union
proceed? on this as well as

other fronts, the labour movement
in Britain faces challenges that will
shape the future of working people
and their families for a generation
writes Robert Griffiths.

The starting point must be to recognise
the character and legitimacy of  the vote
to leave the EU. It was not a mass
expression of  working class racism. 

According to Lord Ashcroft’s poll of
12,369 voters, the most important issue
for half  of  all Leave supporters was UK
sovereignty. Only one-third put control
over immigration first, although both
sovereignty and immigration as well as the
economy were important to the majority
of  anti-EU voters.

However ill founded, expressing
concern about the impact of  immigration
on local jobs, wages and public services is
not a sure-fire indicator of  racism. 

Nevertheless, just under half  of  Leave
voters also had a negative view of
multiculturalism, with only one quarter
seeing it as positive. Clearly much work
remains to be done to strengthen the links
between our different communities,
overcoming ignorance and prejudice. 

At the same time, one-third of  black
and ethnic minority voters opposed EU
membership, including a majority of  Sikhs
and Jews. The Lexit Left Leave
referendum campaign involved many
Indian, Bangladeshi, Turkish and Greek
workers here. 

The political outlook of  Leave voters
was equally mixed.  More than one-third
of  Labour and SNP and a majority of  Plaid
Cymru supporters opted to leave the EU,
along with a quarter of  Greens and almost
one-third of  LibDems.

Just under half  of  voters described
either capitalism, globalisation or both as a
force for ill in society, the majority of
them voted Leave. In fact, they comprised
around one-third of  anti-EU voters. 

As for the validity of  the referendum,
before June 23 almost all campaigners
accepted that the result should be
implemented whichever way it went.
Who would have dared suggest
otherwise? 

Nothing strengthen UKIP’s position in
Labour’s heartlands more than refusing to
enact the people’s decision.

Not surprisingly, the SNP is exploiting
the voting differences between England,
Wales and Scotland to advance its mirage
of  independence under the Crown, the
Bank of  England, the EU and NATO. The
best response is to put forward the
positive case for working class unity,
progressive federalism and wealth
redistribution.

It is also claimed that the result is invalid
because it was achieved with lies. But lies
and scares were used prolifically on both
sides, including by Cameron, Osborne,
City bankers, the CBI, the Institute of
Directors, the IMF and NATO.

The Communist Party and its Lexit
allies found that telling the truth about the
anti-democratic, pro-big business and
racist EU was enough to counter the
propaganda from reactionary quarters on
both sides. 

The need now is to rebuild left and
labour movement unity against the Tory
government and its austerity and
privatisation policies. That must include
proposing an alternative agenda for
Britain’s exit from the EU which promotes
working class and the people’s interests. 

Therefore Britain’s Communists
propose the following positions: 
l No to membership of  the European
Union ‘Single Market’ and TTIP – regulate
the movement of  capital, commodities
and labour in the interests of  working
people.
l Renounce EU Court of  Justice rulings
protecting the super-exploitation of
migrant workers – no more undercutting;
equal terms and conditions for all.
l Enact any progressive EU social and
environmental policies into British law.
l Continue funding vital programmes
previously supported via the EU.
l No more EU budget contributions –
invest in public services and housing. 
l Regain full freedom to cut or abolish
VAT.
l Guarantee residence for EU citizens
currently living in Britain.
l Uphold the Human Rights Act and the
European Convention on Human Rights.
l Reverse the racist anti-immigration rules
imposed on non-Europeans as part of  the
EU ‘Fortress Europe’ policy.
l Withdraw from the EU Common
Foreign and Defence Policy and its
aggressive alliance with NATO.

ROBERT GRIFFITHS IS GENERAL SECRETARy OF

THE COMMUNIST PARTy

Time to go

CONTINUED

On the other side, Labour's policies in
this election include more progressive
taxation, state bank investment in public
services, support for industry, an end to
NHS privatisation, public ownership of
the railways, community ownership of
energy, an end to zero-hours contracts,
the restoration of  employment and trade
union rights and building half  a million new
council houses. 

The Communist Party is in no doubt
that this second option is the only one
which serves the interests of  workers and
their families. Therefore our members will
be campaigning for a Labour victory as the
essential first step towards the formation
of  a left-led government at Westminster.

In every General Election since the
formation of  the Communist Party in
1920, we have stood our own candidates,
not least in 2015 when we fielded nine.
Now, on this occasion, we will not contest
any seats, although this does not signal any
withdrawal from the electoral arena in the
future.   

We call for a Labour vote in every
constituency across Britain, despite the
reactionary views of  numerous Labour
Party candidates. Communist Party
organisations will approach local Labour
Party bodies in their area with offers of
practical campaigning assistance.

At the same time - and in the light of
the EU referendum campaign - it is now
clear that a vote for the LibDems, Greens,
SNP and Plaid Cymru will be a vote for
EU free-market fundamentalism and the
EU's alignment with NATO. A vote for
UKIP will be a vote for austerity,
privatisation, tax cuts for the rich and big
business and for a narrow, xenophobic
nationalism that seeks to divide working
people instead of  uniting them.

In order to project our revolutionary
strategy for socialism and a programme of
clear, consistent policies for the labour
movement, the Communist Party will also
promote its own manifesto in this period
of  heightened political activity and
consciousness.

In particular, we will continue to put the
case for a progressive exit from the EU
and its Single Market and for the policies
that this then makes possible, including: 
H State-backed investment in housing,

public services and renationalised utilities.
H Direction of  private capital into
depressed areas.
H Regulation of  trade to support exports
and protect strategic industries.
H Control over public procurement
policy in order to favour equal pay and
trade union rights including collective
bargaining.
H Drastic reductions in VAT alongside
higher taxes on the rich and big business.
H Legislative and trade union action to
enforce equal terms and conditions for
imported workers.
H Replacement of  the corrupt, high price
and wasteful Common Agricultural Policy
by a system of  direct production and
investment grants. 

The Communist Party’s manifesto will
also ensure that the case is made for
progressive federalism, a radical
redistribution of  wealth to the working
class in all the nations and regions of
Britain, abolition of  the Trident nuclear
weapons system and for Britain's
withdrawal from NATO.   

The maximum possible Labour vote is
necessary not only to secure the election
of  a Labour government. We also
recognise that this election marks a
further intensification of  the left-right
struggle within the labour movement and
the Labour Party. The higher the Labour
vote and the number of  Labour MPs
elected, the more secure will be the
position of  Jeremy Corbyn and his left
allies in the Parliamentary Labour Party.

Any reverses for Labour will be used as
a pretext by the right-wing pro-EU, pro-
NATO faction in the Parliamentary
Labour Party and its trade union allies to
launch yet another bid to remove Jeremy
Corbyn and take the Labour Party back to
the neoliberal and pro-war policies of  the
past.

Thus the Communist Party says:
H Eject the Tories - elect a Labour
government!
H Reject austerity, privatisation and
imperialist war!
H Leave the EU Single Market and
NATO!
H No to any free trade treaty with the EU
that denies workers' rights and the role of
the public sector!
H Fight for social justice, public ownership
and progressive taxation!’

Communist Review theory & discussion
journal of  the Communist Party Spring 2017

H overthrow of tsardom Part 1,
the Gathering of the storm
Andrew Rothstein H chinese cP
contribution to iMcWP in Vietnam
H Writers and the spanish civil War
John Manson H space, time – and
Dialectics. Part 4 Martin Levy 
H RA Revolution review Nick Wright 
H the sealed train Lars Ulrik Thomsen
H soul Food with Mike Quille. 
£10 fior four quarterly issues

www.communist-party.org.uk


