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Capitalist
reality today
CLASS STRUGGLE

nICK WRIGhT

BUsInEssEs BIG and small accumulate the
capital they need from the exploitation of
workers. The bottom line is this: capitalist

economies depend on persuading or forcing
workers to take less in wages than the value of
their work.

Profits depend on this daily gift from
workers. Because employers are constantly in
competition with each other and need to
maintain and raise their profits they are
constantly on the search for new ways to
squeeze more work from their workers. Wage
cutting, intensifying work, reducing in work
'benefits' like paid holidays, sick pay, employers
pension contributions and bringing in new ways
of  working are normal.

Capitalists have no choice in this. If  they
don’t compete efficiently in the capitalist market
they go out of  business or get taken over. 

Capitalists have always used new
technologies to replace existing skills and
intensify work. From the beginnings of  the
Industrial Revolution to today the working class
is constantly reshaped by changes in capitalist
production. And capitalists have always relied on
a churning labour market — a   'reserve army of
labour' as the unemployed and underemployed,
migrant workers and young workers entering

the jobs market for the first time are in
competition with more established workers.

Workers have learned to combine in
unions in order to strengthen their
negotiating position with the bosses. And
the bosses have always used their control
of  the state, the police, the army, the media
and the law to blunt the working class
challenge to their power and ownership.

That is why communists argue that
trade union action is vital, but not enough.
The working class needs its own

independent political organisations to fight for
its interests within capitalism and to provide the
ideas, leadership and organisation to replace the
capitalist system with working class political
power and a socialist economic system.

no one disputes that capitalism is in crisis.
Bank of  England governor Mark Carney, the
man brought in to stabilise the system after the
2008 crash — worries that unemployment and
low wages will create revolutionary conditions.

“If  you substitute platforms for textile mills,
machine learning for steam engines, Twitter for
the telegraph, you have exactly the same
dynamics as existed 150 years ago — when Karl
Marx was scribbling the Communist Manifesto,”
he fretted.

With the neoliberal turn, we’ve seen the
forces creating precarious work unleashed once
more. now they run riot across the globe,
fuelled by the development of  financialised
multinational corporations. 

Under Thatcher, Major, Blair and Brown
neo-liberal economics have created a world
where multinational monopolies tied to private
equity, investment vehicles and big banks are in
a constant search for new sources of  profit to
fund huge dividend payouts to shareholders.
This financialisation means a constant turnover
of  shareholdings, a frenzy of  mergers and
acquisitions, tax dodging and insider trading.

To maintain profits monopoly capitalism has
to drive down wage costs, shape a ‘flexible’
workforce and move production to low wage
countries.
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Pay unity is our priority
NEGOTIATIONS

WE nEED a united civil service
workforce pressing for national pay
bargaining which can deliver real pay

increases. But we  must not neglect the private
sector and non civil service pay areas if  we are
to dent the pay freeze policies of  this
government..

First of  all we should all say congratulations
to our members and the PCs organisation in
the scottish Government in achieving real
inflation plus pay increases. It shows that it is
possible to win pay rises and overcome the
government pay cap. Union members in non-
delegated areas will now of  course ask what
are the prospects for widening the breech and
winning pay increases.

It is a question basic working class unity.
Communists in PCs and other unions have
consistently argued for maximum united action
across the public sector and wider in pursuit of
our industrial demands. But unity works at

many levels and the basic building block is
trade union unity within our sector. We need
to be capable of  winning – on our own
account – in the civil service if  required.

Recent deals in other parts of  the public
sector show that – with the right tactics and
the full mobiliosation of  members – the pay
cap can be broken. This government is
weakened and divided. It doesn’t have a
natural majority and – like all governments – it
depends on the co-operation of  its employees
to govern.  We have a golden opportunity now
and we must grasp it.

Communists welcome the national pay
claim. This is a powerful if  blunt instrument and
it highlights the two main issues – our pay has
fallen behind inflation and any pay rises must be
funded with additional money. 

Communists want to see pay coherence
and national pay bargaining becuae this is the
most effective way of  maximising our
collective strength and of  winning.

The nEC is correct to argue that we must

put pressure on the Cabinet office before the
bulk of  the pay offers are received by
members in August. 

support the nEC Emergency Motion but
be clear this will require us to treat this with
the utmost seriousness. 
Task One – Ensure all our records are correct
– grade, location etc.
Task Two – Deliver a yes vote in any
statutory Ballot
Task three – increase the amount of  money
in the strike fund

Doing this and achieving them will certainly
put PCs on the front foot as we go into the
next decade and general election.

our members in the private sector
employed on the same contracts by different
companies and in the same companies on
different contracts should be brought together
to consider cross-contract and cross-company
pay claims and campaigns – let’s make our
demand for a £10.20 minimum wage a reality.

u United action in
scotland

State Monopoly
Capitalism by
Gretchen Binus, Beate
landefeld and Andreas
Wehr, Introduction by
Jonathan White
The 2007/8
worldwide banking
collapse exposed – to
a new generation –
the cyclical nature of
modern capitalism’s
enduring crisis. With
the collapse in bank
confidence came the
crisis of  confidence in
modern capitalism
itself, and thus a
resurgence of  interest
in Marxism.

      
    

  
      

      
  

    
  

    
    

   
   

    
   
     

      
     

 
   

      
    

   

      
     
     

    
  

     
      

       
  

EXPLOITATION

AnDy BAIn

WhEn McDonAlD’s workers took
strike action on May Day – fastfood
workers in at least five branches in

Crayford, Cambridge, Manchester and Watford
struck – they sent a message to employers but
also to trade union leaders. 

last year’s McDonald’s strike action sparked
widespread support and ended zero hours
contracts and won the biggest pay increase in
10 years. Wages rose to a minimum of  £8 an
hour for over 25s but now the workers’ union
is demanding £10 an hour.

Bakers and foodworkers union leader
Ronnie Draper told the Morning Star: “Pay is still
unacceptably low. We have members at
McDonald’s who are literally homeless,” 

“A member from Cambridge is sofa-surfing
because he can’t afford anywhere to live.
Contrast that with McDonald’s boss steve
Easterbrook on $15.4 million [£11m] a year. 

“his pay packet equates to an astonishing
£5,700 an hour.”

Two hundred years after Karl Marx's birth his
analysis of  capitalist exploitation is borne out by
the daily experience of  millions of  workers.

Real wages are still lower than before the
capitalist bank crash in 2008. Three
million workers are stuck on zero hours
contracts, in agency work and in low paid self-
employment. Public service workers haven’t
had a proper pay rise for eight years. our nhs
is near breaking point with the pay freeze and
untold unfilled vacancies. 

The office of  national statistics reports that
901,000 workers are on zero hours contracts
with workers forced to work more than one.
According to the Trades Union Congress half
of  zero hours workers had shifts cancelled at
less than 24 hours notice while a third were
threatened with cuts in their hours if  they
turned down work.

This is the reality of  big business Britain
where workers are forced into precarious work
by bosses who put profits before people.

Zero hours means second class citizenship in
the workplace. only one in eight zero hours
workers get sick pay. only one in fourteen get
redundancy pay. Two fifths don’t get holiday pay.

half  have no written terms and conditions.
At the TUC May mass rally Jeremy Corbyn

pledged a future labour government would
guarantee workers “a say in their future” and
give them more rights in a rousing speech at
saturday’s mass TUC rally.

The labour leader made the pledge as he
addressed tens of  thousands who marched
through london to demand a new deal for
workers, including an end to zero hours
contracts and the 1 per cent pay cap.

he told the rally: “Asda and sainsbury’s
decide they want to merge. Were any workers
consulted, were any workers guaranteed jobs at
the end of  it, were they part of  the equation?

And Mark serwotka condemned the public
sector pay cap that has left workers suffering 11
years of  consecutive pay cuts. Mark announced
that, if  conference agrees, the union will move
to a statutory strike ballot of  150,000 civil
servants. This is the approach that is needed. A
clear lead and a commitment to mass and
industrial action.H
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redscare

It is time for mass and strike action

Marx’s Das Kapital
and capitalism
today
Frederick Engels, the
lifelong friend and
collaborator of  Karl
Marx said:”As long as
there have been
capitalists and workers
on earth no book has
appeared which is of
as much importance
for the workers as Das
Kapital”.

In this new book,
Robert Griffiths takes
us back to the
foundations of  Marx’s
critique of  capitalism
and demonstrates its
relevance.

Published to mark
the 200 anniversary of
Marx’s birth the book
shows how reading
Das Kapital sheds light
on the reality of
capitalist crisis today.
£8  €9 (plus £2 €2.5
post and packing)
www.manifestopress.
org.uk



H Jeremy Corbyn  “The Morning Star is the most precious and only 
voice we have in the daily media” £1 weekdays, £1.50 at weekends. 
From newsagents or online at www.morningstaronline.co.uk

s The Empire and
Ukraine by Andrew
Murray sets the
Ukraine crisis in its
global and local
context, and draws the
lessons needed for the
anti-war movement as
great power conflict
returns to Europe and
threatens a new cold
war or worse. Murray
examines the fascist
forces activated in
Ukraine and explores
the essential links
between the crises of
contemporary
capitalism and war.
£11.95 (+£1.50 p&p)

s Alexandra Kollontai
(1872 –1952) was an
active socialist and
fighter for women’s
rights in Russia from
1899. she joined the
Bolsheviks in 1915.
The only woman
member of  the
Bolshevik central
committee, she also
served as Commissar
of Welfare  and head
of the Women’s
section of  the
Bolshevik Party.
£2.50 (+£1.50 p&p)

s Freedom From
Tyranny The fight
against fascism and the
falsification of  history
by Phil Katz
commemorates the
65th anniversary of
the defeat of  fascism in
Europe is a celebration
of that victory and also
a warning of  the
continuing dangers
posed by fascism and
the attempts to re-
write history.
£5.95 (£1.50 p&p)
114pp illustrated,

SINGLE MARKET

ThE lABoUR movement should beware the
drive to present continuing alignment with the
EU single Market as a ‘unifying’ post-Brexit
policy, Britain’s communists have warned.

General secretary Robert Griffiths branded
it “a ‘one-nation’ Tory and big business
approach that would obstruct the progressive
policies of  a future labour government.”

EU single-market rules enforced by the
overbearing EU Commission and the
unaccountable European Central Bank would
not only stop Britain negotiating its own
economic relations with other developed and
third-world countries, but would also restrict or
outlaw many of  the measures in labour's
general-election manifesto he said.

single-market rules are at odds with state-
backed infrastructure investment, aid for
industry, VAT reform, fairer public procurement
policies, renationalisation of  the railways and
water supply and a regulated labour market
that puts an end to super-exploitation.

The party reiterated its support for a
‘people’s exit’ from the EU, with no submission
to EU single-market rules, a minimum divorce
bill and regulation of  the movement of  capital
and labour rather than a ‘capitalist free market
to maximise corporate profit’. H
s The EU, Brexit and class politics
Which way for the labour movement?
by Robert Griffiths  £2
www.communist-party.org.uk/shop/

manifestopress.org.uk

CPB

s Workers of all land, unite! sets out what
should be a labour movement policy on
migration, labour and refugees.  These issues of
have been kept at the centre of the political
debate by reactionary elements in the media, the
main political parties and the state. This has been
particularly the case in the run-up to, and since,
the referendum decision of the British people to
exit the EU. This continual barrage has fostered
perceptions that Britain is being ‘swamped’ by
migrant ethnic groups and nationalities, that
immigrants and asylum-seekers are ‘bogus’ and
receive privileged access to public and welfare
services. It has also helped the growth of fascist
and right-wing xenophobic organisations,
although these remain small and largely ignored
by working class people.

Both xenophobic attitudes, and the calls for
‘no borders', help conceal the role played by the
capitalist state and by capital itself, which is the
direct cause of war and most of the economic
and social problems afflicting the working class
across the world – problems that lie at the heart
of mass migration.  £2

CLASS AND CAPITAL

ToM MoRRIson

TWo FAUlT lines run through the labour
movement.  one concerns the European
Union.  Many in our unions see the EU as

protectors of  our employment rights and health
and safety legislation. 

It is as if  this neo-liberal organisation gifted us
our rights which in reality were won through
struggle.  In fact, EU treaties were designed to
serve the interests of  transnational corporations.
They will be a direct obstacle to a Corbyn-led
labour Government attempting to implement
its manifesto, For the Many, Not the Few. 

The second fault line concerns partnership
working with employers.  Again some in the
movement see this as the best way to conduct
collective bargaining. Communists argue that
this approach signals to employers of  a
weakness of  trade union organisation. 

Be it in the private or public sector, it denies
the irreconcilable interests of  capital and labour.
Particularly in the public sector it is strategically
very damaging.  In a period of  government-
mandated cuts any successful resistance will
depend on a unity between service providers
and service users.  Partnership working that
involves trade unionists acquiescing to cuts, or at
least not resisting them, immediately breaks this
unity.

however, this year there are interesting
developments in scotland where local
government union branches in East and West
Dunbartonshire have pulled out of  partnership

agreements because of  the hostile position
taken by these administrations to organised
labour. 

years of  cuts have taken place under the so-
called partnerships and the mask appears to be
slipping as the employers go for the jugular, this
time including union facility time in their package
of ‘savings’.  The way local government is now
financed and centrally controlled means that it
has been a conveyer belt for policies that
directly impoverish communities and workers.
We can’t collaborate with that.

Communists maintain that militant, well
organised shop steward combines are required
in these circumstances if  workers are going to
have a voice. But militancy alone is not enough.
We must seek to train our stewards in the class
politics of  our movement if  we are going to be
able to win an alternative economic and political
alternative in the interests of  our people.

The Communist Party seeks to improve the
organisation of  labour movement activists,
working to build ever closer unity between
organised labour and working class communities
through trades councils and the People’s
Assembly and seeking to build “local mass
movements”.  

Militant political trade unionism, organising to
win industrially and politically, is what is required
if  we are going to shift the balance of  forces that
makes possible an opening of  the road to
socialist change. H

ToM MoRRIson Is A FoRMER loCAl GoVERnMEnT

UnIon ConVEnoR AnD Is sECRETARy oF ThE

CoMMUnIsT PARTy In sCoTlAnD

CONTINUED 

It is state monopoly capitalism’s drive to
maximise profits in a situation of  continuing
crisis that has driven it to plunder the public
purse and privatised public services.

The power of  the state, and of  supra state
bodies like the EU are mobilised to weaken
collective bargaining by workers, limit trade
union and solidarity action while international
trade agreements give big business legal powers
even over sovereign states.

To ensure its energy supplies and maintain
global domination the big imperial powers
where the main monopolies are based –
principally the UsA, Britain and France –
maintain an imperialist foreign policy that has
led to a more or less continuous war for
decades. The EU and nATo ties all developed
capitalist states into this imperial alliance.

Britain's capitalist crisis has special features.
Financialisation and the dominance of  the City
of  london plus decades of  deindustrialisation
has left productive industry weakened and
skewed towards arms exports. 

A shameful history of  class collaboration
under new labour and the most restrictive
employment laws in Europe means workers
wages and conditions have worsened.

Communist Party leader Rob Griffiths has
attacked the City of  london’s financial sector
for Britain’s low levels of  investment in
productive industry and demands measures to
direct private and public sector capital into
manufacturing, construction and energy
infrastructure. he demands that the benefits of
more investment, new technology and higher
productivity must be used to improve people’s
work-life balance and living standards, not to
‘feed the City and big business fat cats’.

In a new book Marx’s Das Kapital and
capitalism today Rob Griffiths argues:
“Capitalism has transformed itself, human
society and the face of  the planet since 1867.
yet its essentials persist, albeit in modified
forms: private ownership of  the means of
production, distribution and exchange;
generalised commodity production; the
universal employment of  labour power as a
commodity; and the drive to maximise surplus
value. so, too, does its primary contradiction
remain: that between the relations of
production — based on private ownership and
the drive to maximise surplus value — and the
forces of  production, which are integrated and
social.”

Arguing for revolutionary change in Britain
he says that the experience of  socialism so far
means that with working class state power the
material base of  society, its productive industry,
agriculture, transport, communications,
education, health and public adminstration need
to be secured to ensure the most basic needs
of  its people are met and popular power is able
to defend itself. 

Furthermore that central economic planning
and public ownership of  key sectors of  industry
and commerce are essential features of  state
power, helping to control, direct and maximise
society’s productive forces.

labour’s renewal under Jeremy Corbyn has
opened up the possibility of  an electoral
opening to a new kind of  government. The
Communist Party – which almost alone on the
left  argued that mass mobilisation and trade
union influence could transform labour –
welcomes this advance and works for the
election of  a left-wing labour government.

This would be but the first step on the road
to working class state power and the
reconstruction of  our economy and society on
socialist lines.

Communists do not underestimate the
problems that lie ahead. A systematic challenge
to the power and wealth of  our parasitic ruling
class will call forth an unprecedented storm of
sabotage and subterfuge – the first glimpses of
which we have seen with the unceasing attacks
on Jeremy Corbyn’s leadership.

The prospects for a sustainable future for
our people and planet and a society that puts
people before profit depends on ending the
capitalist system. That is our common task. H
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Two fault lines run
through our movement

NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT

nIGEl GREEn

ThE InTERnATIonAl Campaign to
Abolish nuclear Weapons (ICAn) is a
coalition of  non-governmental

organizations in one hundred countries
promoting adherence to and implementation of
the United nations nuclear weapon ban treaty.
This landmark global agreement was adopted in
new york on 7 July 2017. ICAn calls on states,
international organizations, civil society
organizations and other actors to:
l Acknowledge that any use of  nuclear
weapons would cause catastrophic
humanitarian and environmental harm.
l Acknowledge that there is a universal
humanitarian imperative to ban nuclear
weapons, even for states that do not possess
them.
l Acknowledge that the nuclear-armed
states have an obligation to eliminate their
nuclear weapons completely.
l Take immediate action to join the Treaty
on the Prohibitions of  nuclear Weapons.

The ICAn campaign brings together
humanitarian, environmental, human rights,
peace and development organizations in
more than 90 countries to seize the historic
opportunity that exists to outlaw and
eliminate nuclear weapons.

They have an excellent website.
In December 2017 the nobel Peace Prize

was presented to ICAn at a ceremony in
oslo, norway, in recognition of  its work “to
draw attention to the catastrophic

humanitarian consequences of  any use of
nuclear weapons” and ICAn’s  “ground-
breaking efforts to achieve a treaty-based
prohibition of  such weapons”.

A motion for conference from the Royal
Parks branch, calling for full support for the
ICAn campaign and for the UK to sign the
nuclear weapons prohibition treaty, whilst
also reiterating our union’s demand for a
defence diversification agency, has been has
been D marked.  This calamity means it won’t
get debated.  

let’s be clear.  A tiny but very wealthy
stratum comprising the financial/industrial
and military complex, the core of  the ruling
class in western capitalist states, control the
nuclear weapons cycle, making vast profits
from them as well as other arms sales.  There
is no doubt nuclear weapons if  not abolished,
will one day – and that day may be soon, with
monopoly capitalism the way it is – be used
and for the second time.   The first time being
by the United states in 1945, when they were
the only ones who had developed them.  The
use of  nuclear weapons would kill a good
percentage of  the world’s population and
cause environmental devastation.  

The dangerous moment last month, when
Theresa May jumped to Donald Trump’s
command over bombing syria over his now
compromised claim that a gas attack had
taken place showed how real is the danger of
war.

our union must be shaken from its
complacency over the danger nuclear
weapons pose and give ICAn full backing
right here, right now.

nuclear war danger is real

left Exit from the EU
Fringe meeting at the lion and lobster in sillwood street 
(from the Conference Centre go along the seafront towards hove, 
seven turnings on the right, less than 10 minutes walk ) 
Tuesday 22 May 18.15 until 19.30.  speaker Pierre Marshal. 

Organised by PCS Morning Star Readers & Supporters Group

H


