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CoMMUnISTS ARE gearing up for 2020
when they celebrate 100 years of  struggle
for socialism in Britain and international

solidarity around the globe.
The Communist Party was formed in the

crucible years of  intense struggle that followed
World War one, which included giant stoppages
in coal, rail and engineering and culminated in the
General Strike, when its 12 key leaders were
arrested and imprisoned as a ‘preventative
measure’. 

Its founder members included giants of  the
labour movement such as Tom Mann and Tom
Quelch, Shapurji Saklatvala, Jesse Eden, Charlotte
Despard and Ellen Wilkinson. Drawn from the
shipyards and docks of  London, the mining
districts and the engineers of  Red Clydeside, its
members defied the government to fight for
peace and saw immediately, the massive
breakthrough signified by the Russian Revolution. 

The Communist Party is entirely a voluntary
labour. Its contribution to the building of  the
modern labour movement and uplifting of
working class communities, is acknowledged by
friend and foe alike. 

The party history is a veritable catalogue of  the
trials, tribulations and advance of  the workers
movement. As such there are ups and downs,
and these will not be ignored.

In the 1920s its leadership was arrested (5,000
communists were arrested and mostly
imprisoned during the general strike). In the
1930s it fought unwaveringly for the
independence of  India and against imperialism,
and at home, led the defeat of  Mosley fascism
and the unemployed hunger marches. It also
found time to create the Daily Worker newspaper,
known by many on the left as the ‘Daily Miracle’
because of  the odds it fought against, which is still
printing and still holding the capitalist system and
its governments to account, as the Morning Star.

In the 1940s, with tens of  thousands of
members serving in the armed forces and many
more on the home front, in factories, mines and
mills, it helped to force Churchill to open a
Second front in Europe. 

In the 1950s it fought against the Cold War,
which led to members being banned from
employment and harassed. It opposed colonial
wars in Malaya and Korea and imperialist
intervention in Egypt. During this period it
developed a unique programme – Britain’s Road
to Socialism – that took the framework of
revolutionary struggle to overcome capitalism
and make it a realistic option for an advanced
capitalist and imperialist country such as Britain.

In the 1960s the party led the foundation of  a
peace movement and in the 1970s it played a
pioneering role in the building of  a powerful shop
stewards rank-and-file movement in engineering,
docks and mining, as well as in the burgeoning
feminist and gay liberation movements.

In the 1980s the party continued to lead large-
scale movements against the Thatcher
government including the People’s March for
Jobs. The implosion of  socialism in the USSR and
people’s democracies put the arguments for
socialism on the back foot. It is a tribute to the
communists that they held true to the core
elements of  Marxism, including a recognition of
the exploitative essence of  capitalism, the reality
that Britain was based on social class and that the
movement away from capitalism and to socialism,
would be based on class struggle.   

ConTInUED oVERLEAf

BREXIT

RoB GRIffITHS

BRITAIn’S PoLITICAL crisis shows no sign of
abating. The Conservatives, received the
lowest vote in its history on May 23 in the

European Parliament elections – just 9 per cent.
Theresa May promptly sacked herself  as Tory

Party leader and gave notice to quit as Premier. 
However, this will not resolve the crisis. The

government, as well as parliament, is still stuck
with what to do about Britain’s EU membership.

Theresa May’s exit package – the Withdrawal
Agreement and Political Declaration she
negotiated last year – has been rejected three
times by parliament and she has now given up.

Many MPs – mostly from the Labour opposition
– would prefer a ‘Brexit’ in name only, keeping
Britain fully in the European Single Market and
Customs Union.There is also growing pressure
from the political establishment, media, big
business and the banks for reversing the 2016
referendum decision to leave the EU altogether,
perhaps through a second referendum. Many
MPs, however, fear upsetting the voters, and so
engage in sophistry and sabotage as a cover for
their true intentions.

The biggest winner on May 23 was the Brexit
Party, winning 32 per cent of the vote and almost
half  the 70 seats cannibalising UKIP and winning
disenchanted Tory and Labour voters.

The resurgent Liberal Democrats came second
with 20 per cent. Labour staggered in third with
14 per cent, having lost supporters to the rabidly
pro-EU LibDems and Greens (12per cent).

The most popular option for almost two-thirds
of the electorate was not to vote. Half  are
habitual non-voters, the others saw no point in
the elections to a body we had already voted to
leave. Many such abstainers were anti-EU Labour
supporters in traditional working class areas. They
had no desire to vote for their party’s mostly pro-
EU candidates - and they outnumbered those
voters who switched from Labour to the

LibDems and Greens. Their approach chimed
with that of the Communist Party, which had
called for a ‘People’s Boycott’. Labour will need
these votes to hold on to many of its seats in the
Midlands, northern England and south Wales that
are solidly anti-EU.

So, what happens next?
The Tories will almost certainly elect Boris

Johnson as the firmer pro-Brexit leader in an
effort to stop the haemorrhage of supporters to
the Brexit Party. He may try to renegotiate an
amended EU exit package as the next deadline for
Britain’s withdrawal looms on october 31.

While EU heads of government may agree to
an extension or to some changes in the Political
Declaration, they show no interest in reopening
the Withdrawal Agreement debate, unless Britain
agrees to hold a General Election or a second
Brexit referendum.

If  the EU refuses an extension, MPs must either
revoke Britain’s withdrawal notice and defy the
sovereignty of the people, or leave the EU on
october 31 with no agreement – an option
already rejected by a majority of MPs. A new
Prime Minister could try to get a version of May’s
package through the Commons at the fourth
attempt, or prevent MPs having a vote to stop a
no-deal Brexit by proroguing parliament.

The Tories don’t want a General Election,
which opinion polls indicate they would lose, or a
second referendum. In the Peterborough by-
election on June 6, the Tories came a poor third
as Labour narrowly defeated the Brexit Party.

The Labour Party is deeply divided on a second
referendum at all levels.  Conference policy is to
demand one if  no satisfactory EU exit package
can be found and no General Election takes place.
However, the hardline pro-EU and anti-socialist
elements, including deputy leader Tom Watson,
want one regardless, and would campaign against
any kind of Brexit whether negotiated by a
Labour government or not. 

They will not be satisified with the concessions
won at the party’s recent national Executive
Committee meeting and are determined to make

Labour the party of remaining regardless of
manifesto pledges, conference policies or the
electoral damage.   

Another referendum could go in any direction,
whatever the options on the ballot paper.
Certainly, it would deepen divisions between and
in the main political parties and in society.

In an effort to rebuild unity in Labour’s ranks,
leader Jeremy Corbyn is concentrating on issues
such as rising poverty and the crises in Britain’s
public services and in industry, where large job
losses have been announced in the steel and
automobile industries.

Labour could win a General Election if  it can
retain most of its anti-EU and much of its pro-EU
support. The majority of party members and
supporters fall into the latter camp, although many
also recognise that most of the 65 target seats
Labour needs to win are Tory-held marginals that
voted ‘Leave’ in 2016. Unfortunately, this target
will become almost  impossible if  Labour presents
itself  as the party that intends to keep Britain in
the anti-democratic, big business 'free market' EU,
albeit with fantasies – as with Syriza – about
reforming the EU into its opposite.

free from EU Single Market rules, a Labour
government could carry out radical policies to
boost investment in public services and economic
infrastructure, protect Britain’s industrial base and
combat the poverty so rampant in many working-
class communities.

In British ruling class circles, however, such a
left-led government would be the worst possible
outcome of Britain’s deepening political crisis.
They will go to extraordinary lengths to prevent it.
That’s why the Communist Party says:
H Reject the EU Single Market and a second
referendum!
H Mobilise now for left and progressive policies! 
H Elect a left-led Labour government!
H Build the Communist Party for peace, jobs and
socialism! H

RoB GRIffITHS IS GEnERAL SECRETARY of
THE CoMMUnIST PARTY

HYSTERICAL attacks on Labour over
accusations of  anti-semitism and a renewed
drive to force the party to back staying in

the EU show the Establishment remains terrified of
a Corbyn-led government, says the Communist
Party.

Labour’s decision to call for a second
referendum if  faced with a Tory Brexit on no-deal
or bad-deal terms and to campaign for Remain in
such a vote will undermine the party’s credibility
with working-class voters, the party’s political
committee warned.

Communist Party general secreatry Rob
Griffiths said: “Labour is still calling for a general

election and committed to negotiate Brexit. 
“The cause of  the Labour’s retreat is the

dominance of  pro-EU narratives among Labour
members and the trade unions. Communists
should commit to the long haul in fighting to build
a clearer understanding of  the nature of  the EU
throughout the unions” he said.

The party welcomes the forthcoming gathering
of pro-Leave left forces to plan strategy at
London’s Soas on Saturday July 27.

The political committee highlighted the
weaponisation of  the Civil Service and the BBC
via mendacious attack shows like Panorama’s
anti-semitism hatchet job. It noted that the anti-

democratic character of  the British state was
growing clearer. 

The Communist Party should use these attacks
to raise the questions of  democracy and the state
throughout the movement through public
meetings and in day to day campaigning to
develop consciousness across the left of  the
nature of  the battle being fought, it proposed.

The Communist Party welcomed the Stop the
War coalition’s campaign to prevent a disastrous
war on Iran and called on its nations, districts and
branches to look at holding local meetings and
working with Stop the War to build the anti-war
movement. H
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WORKERS’ RIGHTS

AnDY BAIn

THE BEST WAY to guarantee fair pay is
through strengthening unions’ ability to
bargain collectively — giving employees the

right to organise through a union and negotiate
their pay, terms and conditions at work.”

This is how Jeremy Corbyn announced
Labour’s new policy that it will legislate for all
large employers, with over 250 staff, to bargain
collectively with recognised trade unions.

Union recognition is now seen by Labour as a
basic building block in strengthening workers’
rights.

At present a union seeking recognition must
show that 10 per cent of  its workers are union
members and 50 per cent want them to lead
on pay bargaining. 

If  unions cannot meet these criteria a secret
ballot is held and union recognition requires a
majority of  those voting and at least 40% of
those eligible to vote to support recognition.

A Corbyn government would repeal the
employment laws introduced by the new
Labour administration.

Blair and Brown’s government was sharply
criticised by the Communist Party and by many
unions for failing to repeal the anti union laws
introduced under Thatcher despite
undertakings given while in opposition.

Rail workers leader Bob Crow and
employment lawyer John Hendy QC said in
1998 that for the unions to fulfil the purpose of
maintaining and improving the conditions of
their members that have to have the legal
freedom to operate. 

“That means they must demand that the anti-
union laws are repealed” they said.

The climate of  opinion in the Labour Party
has been transformed with these new
commitments to turn back the assault on
workers’ rights.

Even before the Blair and Brown
governments workers’ rights were under
attack.

The Labour government’s January 1969
White Paper, In Place of  Strife, was designed to
shackle shop-floor trade unionism by imposing
strike ballots, delaying industrial action and
outlawing so-called unofficial ‘wildcat’ walk-
outs. A labour court was to preside over the
new system.

The Liaison Committee for the Defence of
Trade Unions – the rank-and-file body with
strong communist and left wing Labour
leadership — called a one-day general strike on
May Day. 

The LCDTU was able to take the leadership
because it united powerful shop stewards
committees in the main factories and industries
with left wing and communist union leaders in
official positions. It had the complete backing of
the Morning Star.

Strikes in the motor, refuse collection and
coal industries showed the determination of
workers to take official and unofficial action in
defence of  their living standards. Labour prime
minister Harold Wilson and employment
secretary Barbara Castle dropped their anti-
union proposals.

The next Tory government under Edward
Heath tried to resume the attack. 

fresh attempts to assert state authority over
collective bargaining through compulsory
ballots and a labour court proved catastrophic.
In a period of  mounting class struggle five states
of  emergency were declared between 1970

and 1974 (there had been only seven in the
preceding fifty years). A work to rule on the
railways created chaos—but an enforced
‘cooling off ’ ballot turned into a six-to-one vote
of  confidence in the unions and their action.

The LCDTU took the lead in putting union
leaders and the TUC under pressure to resist
Heath’s Industrial Relations Bill. one-day ‘Kill
the Bill’ stoppages called by the Liaison
Committee and the engineering Workers in
December 1970 and then in March 1971—

when three million workers came out—forced
the TUC to respond. At a special congress, the
trade unions decided not to cooperate with the
anti-union legislation.

In these years of  mounting class struggle
shipyard workers occupied their yards and over
200 occupations took place throughout the
country as workers resisted closures. At the
Dagenham ford plant women workers won an
historic victory which led to equal pay laws.

In July 1972, mass action called by the
LCDTU freed five dockers leaders from
Pentonville prison imprisoned for organising
‘secondary’  (i.e. solidarity) action.

When the TUC found the courage to
threaten a one-day general strike, the
government conjured up an obscure legal
functionary to free the five. 

That killed the  Industrial Relations Act and
taught the Tories a lesson that a frontal attack
on the unions would meet powerful opposition.

Margaret Thatcher understood this and ruling
class revenge for the defeats workers imposed
on them led to the death of  a thousand cuts
when Tory governments salami sliced union
rights always backed up by the courts and
latterly by judgements of  the European Court
of  justice ECJ which allow employers to
undercut wages.

Today the Communist Party holds fast to its
long time policy. 
l Anti union laws must be repealed.
l Workers must have the right to take
solidarity action
l Unions in a Brexit Britain free from the ECJ
judgements must fight for the rights of  all
workers here including migrants and refugees.H
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A centenary of  struggle
This struggle required the most class conscious

to maintain a revolutionary party and that’s what
the Communist Party set out to do.

So, in the 1990s, recovering from defeat, it
played a significant role in confronting the betrayal
of  Tony Blair and new Labour.  At the turn of
the millennium, to date, the party has been
essential to the rebuilding of  a labour movement
that confronts neo liberalism and austerity, and
unites as many as possible to oppose a strategic
attack on national sovereignty. The Communist
Party today, is marked by its assertion that the
future lies in a federated and socialist republic,
which recognises local cultures and aspirations
whilst emphasising the unity of  the working class
in Britain.

Members have and continue to play pioneering
roles in fields as diverse as medicine and
education pedagogy, sciences, sport and trade
union struggles. It has never lowered the banner
of international solidarity and has relations with
over 100 communist and workers parties around
the world, including in Russia, China, Vietnam and
Cuba.

In recent years the party has campaigned to
focus attention on the role of  neo liberalism as a
finance led and warlike phase of  imperialism. In
particular it has campaigned against membership
of the European Union and is the only political
party on the Left, which advocates a break with
the EU, based on popular sovereignty, and the
election of  a radical Left and Labour government.

The Communist Party’s trademarks are
internal unity, non-sectarian alliance building and
an unwavering commitment to putting workers
first. It is no surprise that the party, with its
resolute stand and determination to present well-
researched and strategic answers is beginning to
grow in size and influence.

Communists, allies and supporters have
formed an all-Britain organising committee to
plan the centenary celebration programme,

which will include politics, culture, struggle and
internationalism. There will be major events
including, rallies, a school for young trade union
organisers, local commemorations of  significant
strikes and party characters. 

Expect a celebration of  the Volunteers for
Liberty, members who gave their lives as
International Brigaders in the fight against fascism
and of the London Recruits, those who worked
clandestinely against the apartheid regime in
South Africa, which included many young
communists. There will be seminars to study the
contribution of  black and minority ethnic
members, women members and plenty of
publishing, including reprints of  historical
documents and even a national boxing
competition of  Red Sports clubs.

The centenary gets into gear early in october
2019, and will be launched to coincide with the
commemorations of  the Russian Revolution, with
the simultaneous convening of  new and
prospective members schools in London,
Midlands and Scotland. Soon after, the party will
collaborate with Manifesto Press to produce, for
the first time, a single volume of the Manifesto of
the Communist Party, written by Marx and Engels,
in all the indigenous languages of  Britain: English,
Welsh, Cornish and Scots Gaelic.

Local party branches, district and nation
committees are organising their own events and
the programme is being added to each week.
Look on facebook.com/CPBritain for news of
events in your area. If  your parents, grandparents
or great grandparents were party members and
you have memories to share, let us know. If  you
are new to politics, just contact us to get involved.
We look forward to hearing from you.H

PHIL KATz IS A MEMBER of THE CoMMUnIST PARTY’S
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Poster reproduced above shows Communist leader
Harry Pollitt with International Brigade  fighters at
the battlefront in Republican Spain
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