
REBUILDING

FEBrUarY: Communist activists working in
trade unions, local trades councils and anti-
austerity campaigning met in Derby to plan next
steps based on the party’s Marxist analysis of
recent past events. 

The warnings about what would happen if
Labour settled on a ‘remain’ position were
discussed, with the need to move on and make
demands in the post-Brexit reality, emphasised.
Trade union activity in the workplace is seen as a
priority for collective activity, which party and
union branches could encourage and organise
around. specific actions were also recommended
on political education across the movement,
ideas for policy motions to union conferences
were discussed and more work on industrial
strategies were proposed. Big commitments
were also made in planning celebrations for the
Communist Party centenary this year.

Meanwhile leading Labour left winger Laura
Pidcock has teamed up with the People’s
assembly against austerity to defy the Tory
government. 

“The roots of  resistance exist”, said the
assembly but they need to be strengthened into
a movement. There is one thing of  which there
can be little doubt: a Tory government with a
substantial Commons majority will face the
labour movement with serious challenges.

“in their first weeks in office Boris Johnson’s
Tories have already broken up picket lines,
stripped workers’ rights out of  the Brexit bill,
and designated climate protestors as terrorists.

“no one should imagine that there isn’t more
of  this to come. But neither should we think that
a Commons majority is the same as popular

support outside Parliament.”
The assembly argues that the Tories won with

the same kind of  numbers that voted Labour in
2017. But they got more MPs because it takes on
average just 38,000 votes to elect a Tory MP and
50,000 votes to elect a Labour MP.

The People’s assembly said it is very pleased
that Laura Pidcock, one of  the most powerful
and effective voices in the labour movement, has

committed herself  to our campaign to rebuild
resistance to the Tories.

‘There is real potential here’, says Laura, ‘if  we
campaign hard over workers’ rights, climate
change, and rebuilding the services working class
communities need there is no reason why we
can’t defeat Boris Johnson and most importantly
the hard-right ideas he represents, building a
case for a different political system and then
making that happen.

The assembly says that while there are several
theories out there about why Labour lost,
almost no one argues that Labour’s radical
economic and welfare policies were unpopular
with voters.

LABOUR

BriTain’s CoMMUnisTs have urged
resistance to a right-turn and Tory policies.
Communist party general secretary

robert Griffiths said: 'By mispresenting the scale
and main causes of  Labour's General Election
defeat, the forces of  reaction - including those in
the Parliamentary Labour Party - hope to turn
the party to the right in its policies and
leadership.

robert Griffiths pointed out that the most of
the 54 seats lost to the Tories were and remain
marginal, a majority of  them had voted for John
Major's party in 1992 and that under Jeremy
Corbyn the Labour Party had won a bigger
share of  the vote than Michael Foot, neil
Kinnock, Gordon Brown and Ed Miliband had
won in 1983, 1987, 2010 and 2015, respectively.

'Labour's new leadership must not only
defend the party's popular left policies for
progressive taxation, public ownership and
more rights for working people - it should also

fight to change Labour's foreign and military
policies', Mr Griffiths argued.

he urged left-wing Labour MPs to 'break the
silence' and speak out in favour of  leaving the
EU and naTo, abolishing Britain's 'suicidal'
nuclear weapons, ending the 'especially
subservient relationship with Us imperialism'
and nationalising the financial sector.

in particular, the Communist Party leader
said the labour movement should spell out how
Brexit could benefit working-class communities
and the peoples of  Britain by enabling
substantial state aid for industries such as steel,
renationalisation of  the railways, 'People's
Quantitative Easing' investment in public
services, reform of  the public procurement
system, zero-rating of  VaT and the re-
establishment of  an effective regional economic
development policy.

'The return of  scores of  decision-making
powers to the scottish Parliament and Welsh
national assembly should be welcomed by their
snP and Labour governments - not spurned in a

futile effort to frustrate Brexit', Mr Griffiths
remarked.

The Communist Party executive committee
noted the findings of  the newly published
Edelman Trust survey of  public opinion across
the world, which indicates that a majority of
people including in Britain believe that capitalism
is doing more harm than good to society.

Britain's Communists rededicated
themselves to an upsurge in mass campaigning
against Tory policies such as more local
government spending cuts and a new round of
anti-strike legislation. They believe the People's
assembly, CnD, stop the War, the national
assembly of  Women and the 'Lexit' LeFT
campaign have a central role to play in the
coming period.

The executive also sent a resolution to the
iraqi Communist Party expressing its solidarity
with that country's left and progressive forces,
who are experiencing a vicious crackdown at the
hands of  the Bagdad government and sectarian
forces.

Workers of  all lands, unite!
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Unity!

strengthen the resistance

Leave – Fight
–Transform
PEOPLE’S BREXIT

BriTain has left the political institutions of the
European Union. now our task is to deepen
the political and class consciousness of the

working class which brought Brexit about.
We face a year of Tory-EU trade negotiations

that will reopen the deep divisions in our ruling
class, as the Tories tread a perilous path between
Brussels and Washington.

a deal is unlikely before the Us presidential
election and Boris Johnson has to negotiate
sharpening Us-UK tensions, highlighted by the role
of Chinese telecoms giant huawei in Britain’s 5G
network. Johnson wants to be able to use state
investment to modernise sectors of the economy.
That requires a ‘Canada-plus’ deal with the EU.

There are sharp differences between the
number Ten team responsive to key sectors of
capital and the Empire nostalgics of the Tory’s
European research Group. 

The EU is weakened by Brexit and is anxious
keep Britain close to the single Market and prevent
Britain gaining competitive advantage with state aid
for key manufacturing sectors.

The Communist Party argues that divisions in
the ruling class are an opportunity for the working
class but much greater clarity is needed.

We must fight the Tory government as it works
to retain its new bridgehead in working class areas
and retain the support of people who lent it their
vote. at the same time the logic of Britain’s many
facetted capitalist crisis forces it to attack trade
unions while ramping up a reactionary take on
social issues. a key element is the shift to a ‘culture
war’ that is designed to undermine class unity. in
doing that it will embolden forces to its right, and
worsen the racist hostile environment it fosters.

Labour would be wrong to argue for a close
alignment to the EU as John McDonnell suggested
on the andrew Marr show early this month. 

This would tie the parliamentary left to the
Labour right wing’s strategy and weaken the
position of a future Labour government. it gives
cover to those whose strategy made electoral
defeat inevitable. 

it is a slap in the face of working class
commitment to Brexit, denies the lessons of the
election defeat and erects new barriers to
rebuilding working class political strength in the
deindustrialised areas where Labour is weakened.

The big business backers who funded People’s
Vote – and even the rabid remain media – think
that whatever happens in post-Brexit Britain,
providing the City of London’s banking and
financial interests are kept safe, that their class
power is protected.

it is clear that the whole People’s Vote campaign
is now revealed as a device to box in Corbyn and
the left wing challenge even at the cost of a defeat
for Labour.

The Communist Party has joined with allies to
strengthen the Leave – Fight – Transform,
Campaign. LeFT makes the case for what can be
achieved outside the EU and to fight to rebuild the
left in our communities in all of Britain.
https://leftcampaign.org

International
Women’s Day
Celebrate women at the forefront of the
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Hosted by the Coordinating Committee 
of Communist Parties in Britain
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COMMUNIST PARTY @100

PhiL KaTz

ToDaY, ThE Communist Party is growing
again, non-sectarian in its alliances with
other left and progressive forces, reliable

and consistent on the major questions of  today
and united around its programme Britain’s Road to
Socialism.  our immediate priority is to challenge
reactionary Tory policies; our strategic priorities
are to help build the labour, peace and anti-
racist movements, fight for popular sovereignty,
a People’s Brexit and against naTo and
campaign for a federal republic. 

The Communist Party is proud of  its history.
We seek to learn lessons from past victories,
setbacks and mistakes. We have 100 years of
rich experience on almost every front of  the
political class struggle. sustained growth rests on
a commitment to socialism, campaigning and
Marxist education. Membership of  the
Communist Party involves all that. The following
are part of  our central centenary programme of
education, agitation and organisation. 

Education - changing Britain for good
on 21 March a new four-part education course
covering 100 years of  Marxism and the labour
movement, called ‘Changing Britain for Good’,

launches at ruskin house and Marx Library. This
is a new course with new tutors and there’s an
optional fifth session, which will train Marxist
educators to train others to run the course in
workplaces, communities and union branches.
no prior knowledge is needed. You can enrol
here.
https://changebritainforgood.eventbrite.com

Agitation - ticket-only internationalist
gala
on the 1 august London will host two major
centenary events. During the day, 11-3pm at the
beautifully renovated Light arena in Euston,
communists, their supporters and families of
past members will join peace campaigners,
union leaders and ambassadors from socialist
countries and gather for a centenary Gala. This
is a not-to-miss event, with special guests of
world renown, yet to be announced. Entrance is
by ticket only - with spaces limited - available
here. https://100yearsrally.eventbrite.com

in the evening there is a internationalist
centenary cultural celebration. More of  this in
the next Unity!

Organisation - new publications and a
residential weekend
Communists believe that strong class
organisation wrests on the battle of  ideas. so,
much of  the centenary is about our investment
in the ideas of  the future. Publications are in
preparation including, a biography of  The real
Jessie Eden and Red Lives the testimonies of  100
rank and file communists, set over the last
century. in July we will publish a new, popular
history, of  the Communist Party. This next
month sees the exciting publication of  a new
edition of  the Communist Party’s programme,
Britain’s Road to Socialism, available at just the
right time, when workers are looking for
strategy and strong socialist politics.

Later in the year, the CP will host a major
conference on Marxism and technology, The
Future of  Work, publish a biography of  the
legendary labour movement leader Tom Mann
and a new edition of  the Communist Manifesto.
and it is holding a residential weekend for
seventy young organisers,  the ‘Jessie
Eden/Kevin halpin weekend’ at the rMT
college in Doncaster.

Merchandise and funding
This is the biggest programme of  development
and campaigning by the Communist Party in
decades and we need funds to resource it. We
are raising funds with some original and
collector’s merchandise. Every pound we make,
funds centenary activity and future plans to
grow. You can purchase here.

shop.communistparty.org.uk

IRISH COMMUNIST STATEMENT

ThE rEsULTs of the general election for the
33rd Dáil have confirmed the growing
frustrations within the working class and the

need for alternative social and economic policies. it
is a reflection of  an important growth in class-
consciousness, which needs to be nurtured and
further developed.

The decline of  the two main establishment
parties, Fianna Fáil and Fine Gael, which have
dominated the political life of  this state for more
than eight decades, is of  seismic importance.
They were defeated by the presentation of  a left
alternative economic and social platform.

This election result has grown on the rejection
of EU-imposed austerity and the polices that give
priority to the needs of  capital, of  the rich and
powerful, at the expense of  workers, policies
promoted by all the establishment parties,
including the Labour Party, and the establishment
media. it follows from the mass struggles on
water, housing, health, repeal the 8th, and
marriage equality.

The election only confirmed that housing,
health, pensions and child care were central
questions that have had a great impact on the
working class.

The decades of  EU-Troika austerity have taken
a heavy toll on the lives of  working people, in
savage cuts in health, housing and social spending
in general and with working conditions becoming
more difficult and strenuous.

Working people have delivered a significant
political blow to the establishment parties and
have clearly stated that they want real
transformation, that they require social and
economic changes that benefit them, their
families, and communities. They are demanding
the implementation of  more profound economic
policies that transform the real material
conditions that they experience daily and not slick
Pr hand-outs.

The working class are angry at the precarious
nature of  their lives and the spread of  precarious
employment practices by employers, both large
and small, of  standing in a queue to receive
urgent medical attention or lying on trolleys in
hospital corridors, while those who can afford
private health jump the queue.

That sinn Féin may have temporarily won the
majority of  the popular vote and pushed the two
main establishment parties into second and third
place is an important step forward and should be
welcomed by all left and progressive forces. But
its role in the northern Executive and the

imposition of  social and economic policies
promoted by the British state, which have
resulted in great hardship on the working class in
the north of  ireland, just as harsh as any imposed
by the establishment parties in the southern
state, does not bode well for any radical
departure from the existing politically and morally
bankrupt system.

over the last eight decades the two main
establishment parties commanded more than 80
per cent of  electoral support; now they can
barely muster 40 per cent between them. Clearly
the working class used the election to maximise
the left voice in the Dáil, which is another
indication of  the growth in class-consciousness.

The political formations of  solidarity and
People Before Profit owe the return of  their TDs
in no small measure to the massive surplus and
transfers of  votes from sinn Féin. The political
sectarianism and opportunism of these groups
has proved to be their undoing and is a significant
factor in the decline of  their first-preference
votes.

another factor that is driving people away
from the establishment parties and to look for a
serious response from a left government is the
growing awareness of  the environmental crisis
and the knowledge that the Government would
never challenge powerful entrenched economic
and political interests. This resulted in increased
support for the Green Party.

sinn Féin has managed to capture this anger by
presenting itself  as the party that can deliver real
and meaningful improvements that our people so
desperately require, in such areas as housing,
health, and workers’ rights—this despite the role
of the establishment media and their
concentrated attacks on any possible alternative
economic policies. The establishment political
parties and mass media continue their attempts
to trivialise or demonise national democratic
aspirations, including the reunification of  ireland.

The election result has the potential to bring to
the top of  the political agenda the central
question of  who has control of  political and
economic power in ireland.

over the coming months members and
supporters of  sinn Féin and the working class in
general will witness the unfolding strategy of  the
establishment to incorporate sinn Féin in the
system, to make it responsible and act in the
“national interest,” and do its duty to those who
have wealth and economic power.

We have seen what happens to left and radical
parties when they enter coalition governments
with establishment parties. it can only revitalise

the establishment party and demoralise workers,
sowing confusion and defeatism.

Fianna Fáil and Fine Gael may well attempt to
salvage their declining power and political
influence through some form of coalition. it is for
the left within the Dáil, and sinn Féin as its largest
component, to mobilise the working class to
ensure that the alternative of  a progressive left
government so demanded by the working class is
secured.

in the next few weeks we will witness the
behind-the-scenes negotiations and back-room
deals being pulled together to see which
combination of  parties will form the next
Government. The opportunism of the Labour
Party, social Democrats and Green Party will
make them very amenable to forming or
supporting a Government with Fianna Fáil.

While irish communists welcome these
progressive developments, we are mindful of  the
history of  class struggles and the fight for national
independence and sovereignty, of  how easily the
demands and the energy of  working people have
been smothered in the past, promoting the blind
faith that the electoral system alone can deliver
real or lasting change.

Working people cannot afford to sit back and
allow our future to be decided by back-room
deals. We know from recent struggle how the
energy and demands regarding water were
marginalised and buried in the dark corridors of
the outgoing Dáil. The people were not defeated
on the streets but lost authority to those
institutions that control our lives, institutions over
which we have very little control.

Whatever limited control irish working people
have over Dáil Éireann, we have none at all over
the institutions of  the European Union. any
progressive Government will face opposition
from these powerful economic and political
forces, which it can only withstand with a popular
mobilisation.

The new conditions created by the election
result must be used as an opportunity for a
renewal of popular struggles on a whole range of
issues. The time is clearly right for more vigorous
and militant trade union and class struggle.

all left and progressive forces need to mobilise
to ensure that the promised social and economic
changes materialise; and the only guarantee that
this will happen is the people’s struggle itself. The
challenge now is for whether the aspirations and
the demand for real change can be consolidated
into long-term structural changes and advances.

The election showed clearly that our people
want a democratic transformation of our society,

a society in which the people are sovereign, not
one in which the greater good is sacrificed to
meet the needs and interests of private property
and vested interests. The people clearly want
democratic change that transforms the controlling
power structures at all levels, a democratic
transformation that allows the participation and
contribution by working people in all decisions, at
all levels of economic and political life.

We know that the adoption of  the necessary
social, economic and political changes requires a
mobilised working class and the building and
strengthening of  its organisational capacity and its
ideological class-consciousness. our class needs
to develop the necessary political clarity and
strength to challenge and push back the
imperialist interests represented by the European
Union, the United states and Britain, and their
allies in the subservient irish capitalist class, if  the
working class is to advance and secure its own
interests.

in the immediate period workers need to
present their demands, such as:
l the repeal of  all anti-worker laws, including the
industrial relations act (1990)
l legislative and constitutional guarantees to give
workers the right to collective bargaining
l a full, comprehensive range of  policies to
protect and advance workers’ rights
l constitutional provision for the people’s
ownership of  water and all natural resources
l the adoption of  a housing strategy that changes
the rules of  ownership, including turning the
vacant housing stock into state-owned stock
l massive investment in a universal public housing
programme
l ending the two-tier health system by forbidding
the private health sector to use the public health
system
l the provision of  a free and expanded public
transport system throughout the country
l repudiation of  the odious EU banking debt
imposed on our people
l the adoption of  a progressive strategy for
bringing about national unity
l the end of  the use of  shannon airport as a Us
and naTo war hub
l enshrining neutrality in the Constitution of
ireland
l withdrawing from PEsCo and all military
engagements with the EU
l the building of  an alternative economic strategy
to break the power of  the transnational
corporations.

http://www.communistpartyofireland.ie
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